CONTAINING 


I. A Namhiive of the Misfortunes 
of the Author; with original Let- 
ters of pretended Friends, calcu- 
lated to deceive and lead him to 
Ruin. 


It. A Letter to Dominick Trant, 


Elq. relative to his Pamphlet 


againſt the Munſter Peaſantry, 


and his unfortunate Duel with 


4 to 4 Pre judi 


Rev. Nicholas Sheehy 3 ith 


an Hiitory of the Proſecu W 
carried on againſt him, and tN. 


ſubſequent Viſitations of Provi- 
dence on thoſe who ſpilled his 
Blood. 


wiſe introduced ſome Obſervati- 


In this Letter are like- 


the late Sir * Colthurtt, Bt. ons on the political Conſpiracies 


of England, tine that of 


III. Obſcrvations on the Biſhop of | Titus Oates. . 


Cloyne's Pamphlet; in which 
the Doctrine of Tithes is candid- 
ly conſidered, and proved to be- 
_ oppreſſive and impolitic : His 

Lordſhip's Fears tor the Inſecu- 

rity of the Eſtabliſned Church are 

alto demonſtrated to be ground- 
leis aad via | 


VI. A fecond Letter, with fame | 2 
lights on that dak and mn 
tranſaction. 


VII. A Letter to the Right Hon. 
John Beresford, relative to his 
cruel and unmeritted treatment of 
the unhappy Author. | 


VIII. A Letter to the VERY RE 
vEREND John Weſtley, in which 
his Lovs-reasT CoTERigs are 
ſet forth in 121 leurs. 


IV. Extract of Theophilus'e Letter 
to the Author ;—kis lutolerance 
and Cruelty pointed out; as allo 
ſome of the dreadful Effects of 
Eine) y and n inftanced. 


\ 


4 


— 


* 
— — 


« By the Eternal—the Di vine ESR — 
« TRUTH is depoſit :ed with Man's LAST Hoon; 3 
« An honelt Hour and faithful to her Truſt. 5 Is 
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CDVERTISMENT: 


fg AUTHOR of the following Tracts, moſt _ 


eſpectfully returns his ſincere thanks—as a {mall 
tribute of: gratitude to the gentlemen who pa- 
tronized the former edition, To enumerate all 
thoſe who promoted the tale would be a work „ 
prolixity; but amongſt thoſe-who- diſtioguiſhed 


. * * * 


themſelves, he cannot help mentioning the worthy 


eſtabliſhed biſhops of Dublin, Caſhel, Cloyne and 


Kildare, Who oared above every idea of illibe- 
rality in aſſiſting him. He is under many obliga- 
tions, on the ſatnie account to Counſellors "Hat 
O'Grady and Vavaſor; as alſo to M. Bourke, 
Spring- field: eo. Tipperary, Eſq. Surgeon Boul- 
er, Mr. Cummins, Killcarry, co. Carlow; Mr. 


8 
err, Hay-market;” Francis Higgins, Eſq. Mr. 


Henegan, Townſend: ftreet; Mr.Henegati, Fleer- 
ſtreeß Mt; Win, Lionel Jetikits, College- Green; 
lets belt and Simon Lacy, of Johnſtown, « co. 
Wexford; Mr. Motony,-Caftle-ftreer Mr. Mur- 
pay, GrafiMitzect; Ben. Thomas, Etq. Aungier- 
ſtreet; and toll; Ihe Free-brothers ot CAS TLE- 
KELLY. . He. again atures to throw himſelf on 
their candor, At to TI aheir countenance and 
Protection anew, ſince the N afquis of Buckingham 
has thought pröpef to? deny nm the” Juſtice and 
"ERS fk he demanded, and has left him on the. 
rock where he had been calt by his mer ereileſs per- 
ecutors. 8 * : N 5 
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Ho v. Ms. O'NEILL, 


8 H A N ES GA 


Mb AM, 


Wirz the greateſt gratitude and the moſt 
profound reſpect, Ihumbly take the liberty of de- 


dicating the ſecond edition of my Tracts to you: — 


The excellent, humane, and worthy Col. ONEILL 
knows the truth of that part, relative to my un- 


fortunate ſelt; he is Well convinced of the vile 


and ebe treatment 1 received from the 


ſubtle agents of a baſe — a cruel and an inſernal 
ariſtocratic Junts :— Meſlrs' P——k, and P— 8, 
are characters that muſt ever be held out b/ me 
in letters of reſentment— 


ll hunt the curſt deceivers all their days, 
C2 Ns bout ſhall ae 'the f vermin — 


The 


Ei 1 


The time . is now, I truſt, approaching. 
when the baſe faction I allude to will be humbled 


to the duſt, and when honorable men of indepen- 


dent principles, men of ancient families, and of 
known probity and worth, right honorable men, 
like your glorious huſband, will have influence, 


power, and control: — Then, and not *till then, 


will honeſt men find protectors and guardians. — 
Then may corrupt and peculating knaves expect 
to be diſmiſſed from office, whilſt the upright 
faithful officer may be ſure of reward. . 


I madam Was turned out of 8 and driven 


to diſpair, with my hapleſs family, for merely eſ- 
pouſing the intereſt of a few country gentlemen 
at the laſt conteſted elections for the county of 
Down, and the towns of Liſburn aud Carrickfergus, 
in oppoſition to people ſet up by a baneful ariſto- 


cracy.— My collector the worthy Colonel Sharman 


of Moira-Caſtle, though a gentleman of the ſtrict- 
eſt honor, independant fortune and niceſt princi iples, 
was himſelf turned out of office, for preſuming to 
| oppoſe Lord Herdford's intereſt in the pot- wolloping 
town of Liſburn ; ; he, I am happy to think it, 
would have never held the office, were it not that 
he wiſhed to ſerve an honeſt man who was his 
clerk: —But I alas! had nothing but my employ- 
ment, which I held with honor to myſelf, and much 
advantage to the crown ſince I was ſeventeen years 
old, from the year 1763 to the unfortunate year 


1785, 


o 
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1 
1785, when I was diſmiſſed for no aſſigned cauſe 
in the world but what I have mentioned; and ever 


ſince, now four long tedious years, I have endea- 
voured to ſupport my family by the ſale of my 


effects, and by the labor of the brain, for I would 
turn myſelf to any thing for an honeſt livelyhood. 


1 have written paragraphs and eſſays for news- 
papers, compiled magazines and almanacks, pub- 


liſhed pamphlets, and ftrained every nerve and 
ſinew in an honeſt way for a precarious ſubſiſtance; 
but alas! I feel 'tis now all over with me, as I find 


my health daily declining, which will ſhortly bring 


me to that bourne from whence no traveller returns; 


— anxious however, before I quit this world to 
leave ſome tribute of gratitude behind me; —1 


take this liberty of publicly declaring the many 
obligations I lie under to the Right Honourable 
JOHN O'NEILL and Colonel SHARMAN, and 
to aſſure you madam that I am, with the utmoſt 
ſincerity, —: 
Your moſt obedient, 

and grateſul humble ſervant, 


 AMYAS GRIFFITH. 


f Clarendon-ftreet, No. 23, 
April 23, 1789. 


— 


ETAGE. 


. IT is perhaps much to be regretted, that the 
public are ſo eaſily led to adopt the opinions of 
writers in general, or at leaft to receive them 

With a degree of reſpect which, few, very few in- 
dead are really entitled to. This is more pecu- 
Harly the caſe in thefe countries where we enjoy 
a mixed government, than in thoſe merely mo- 
narchical, ariſtocratical or democratical. For here 
it generally happens, that party-ſpirit drowns the 
voice of reaſon; and the diſpoſition of the writer 
| alone, as oppoſing or coinciding with the popular 
deſideratum, is all that is conſulted, by his reſpec- 
-tive partizans, in weighing the juſtice and truth of 

his poſitions. 


The following tracts originated in that idea, 
except the firſt which relates to myſelf. For 
hearing a party trumpet blow loud with the fame 
of the Biſhop of Cloyne — hearing his Lordſhip 
- extolled for his great claſical erudition, Ciceronian 

OO _. elegancy of Haile, piety and moderation, but above all 
1 for his zeal for the preſervation of Proteſtantiſin, 1 
JE naturally began to turn over in my mind, how far 
— he was entitled to ſuch admiration; and having 
carefully peruſed his pamphlet, and conſidered 
the tendency of its influence on ſociety, J repro- 
bated it in 709, for the reaſons aſſigned in my ob- 
1 | ſervations 


E vii J 


ſervations on that unaccountable and extraordinary 
production. Many however have cenſured me 
for my interference ; but they did not reflect that 
there are ſubjects on which an honeſt man, capable 
of committing his ſentiments to paper, cannot be = 
ſilent without criminality. 5 
L have lived more than forty years in this world, 
and there is no act of my life L look back on with 
more ſatisfaction than on my interference at that 
criſis. The venerable name of the Biſhop of 
Cloyne ſtamped every line he wrote with ſuch 
reſpectability, that without the leaſt inveſtigation, . 
the pamphlet was deemed unanſwerable. The 
gauntlet was thrown but no perſon could be found 
to take it up. Provoked at laſt by the flummery 
with which tie biſh5p was bedaubed from top to 
toe, I entered the liſts, and have the happineſs to 
reflect, gave a data, as may be traced, to all thoſe 
who followed me on the ſame fide of the ſubject. 
who were inſpired with courage and rouſed to ex- 
ertion by my ſpirited example. So that in fine I 


proved-* a friend in need” to my coutifry and to 
humanity. 


As to the other tracts, 1 may fay I was led on 
to them, as a natural conſequence of having un- 
dertaken the defence of my Roman Catholic bre- 


thern, I had the beſt opportunities, as Inſpector M0 
General of Munſter, of acquiring information — . 
information which ] give on my honour, | as au- 

thentic. T ; 
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DAI ER SO N. 


＋ H E Right Hon. fhe Earl of 8 
George Me Cartney Portis Eſq; Mr. Thomas 


Gregg. The late Mr. Allen Searſon. John Pqllock 


Eſq; Attorney at Law. The late worthy John Wal- 


lace, Eſq ; Attorney at Law. The Right Hon. the : 
Earl of Hillſborough. Lord Vicount Kilwatlin. The 


late Rev. Mr. Garnet. Baron Hamilton. Mr. Hen- 
1 Joy. Mr. James Tiſdal. Waddle Cunningham. 
Rev. Dean Dobbs. Right Hon. John Beresford. 


1 Doctor Achmet. Izakiel Davis Wilſon. Eſq; the 


Hon. Sergeant Hewitt. Gervas Parker Buſhe Eſq; 5 


Robert Roſs Eſq; John Slade Eſq; Doctor Thomp- 
on. Mr. Arthur Bunton. Mr. Edward Smith, Mr. 


Lemmon. Rev. Mr. Bryſon. Mr. Fowler, Mr. 


Sutton. The late Earl Wandesford. The late Lord 


Clifſden. Sir James Lowther; the Family of the 


Ager's, Walſhe's, Weymer's, Sheas, Radford's 
Jacob's, Wilſon's and Roes. Mr. Benjamin Ed- 
wards. Mr. John Magee, College · Green. Mr. Wil- 
liam Magee, Belfaſt. John Brown Eſq; Peter's-Hill. 
Mr. James Hyndeman. Col. Banks. Andrew Mc 
Nevan Eſq; Major Brown. William Harriſon, 


Sir James Briſtow. , Mrs. Ann Radford Me 


Allitter, Siſter to the Author's Wife, and married 
to her couſin Germain. Edward Me Alliſter, Ulher's 
Quay. . APA Thomas: hy of hee Street. | 


* * . . 


5 pub ibed, Is the Pius Sg 2 
The CANDOR and GOOD- NATURE of. ENG. 
LISHMEN exemplified. In this excemric gro- 
ductiom the prejudices of the Engliſh age inſt tber 
nations, particularly Ireland, are Hbervedi inthe Reeneſt 

Aran of irony e. 5 . 
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8E 4A 
| OF THE UNFORTUNATE 

AMYAS GRIFFITH, Ee 


5 4 


IN A SERIES OF LETTERS, 


DUBLIN, May. 31, OR 


„The blackeſt ink of Fate was furs my lot, 
And when ſhe wrote my name ſhe made a blot.” 


ES, my dear friend, Napa! misſortune 
are progreſſive a greater and a greater 
have ſucceeded, and they are now, alas ! come to 
their climam their ne plus ultra !—for © My po- 
verty can never cruſh me lower!” 


% 


wn "op it is doom's a with me; ſor abſolutely 
I will not—cannot remain here, to drag out a 
wretched exiſtence—half on this fide—half on the 
other {ide of eternity.—Even yeſterday, but for a 
glympſe of hope, I was near making my own 
 quietus, and bidding the world an eternal adieu.— 

Heavens ! I ſhudder at the retroſpect! What dan- 
gerous remedies will a diſtracted mind ſuggeſt ! 


B 1 I ſhall 


Las 1 


I ſhall now rclate the particulars of my ill-fated 
life, ſrom the time I was diſmiſſed from the Inſpec- 
tor Generalſhip of Munſter, and appointed Sur- 
veyor of Belfaſt. Doubtleſs you have had, prior 
to that epucha, many accounts of my tranſactions. 
Some true — ſome falſe; and yet upon the whole, 
the outlines tole >rably authentic. However, I will 
myſcif, one ume or other, give my entire ſtory. 


Upon 0 arrival there with my family, early in 
May, 1780, (trom a province where I was adored 
by all degrees and ranks of people, and where 
every compliment, civiiity and reſpect, were paid 


to my wife and children) I took it into my head 
that 2 particular claſs of people, who ſhould have 
been the firſt to pay us attention (being for the 


noſt part revenue officers and the agents and de- 
pendents of Lord D————) had treated me 
and my family with great diſteſpect, at one or two 
public places, the par rticulars of which I then gave 
to the world in different letters, publiſhed in the 


Dublin Evening Polt ; however in a year or fo all 
 thele matters ſubſided. I founded with the aſſiſ- 
ance of a Mr. Steward, the firſt lodge in the uni- 


verle in Delſaſt; the parties alluded to were. for 


the moſt part freemaſons; in conſequence of 
101¹8 5 | 


which, ard their dread of my further laſhes, I 
eres exceedingly intimate with them. I thought 
they had repented of their ill treatment to me, and 
really for a time they pretended! to make repara- 


tion; and I on my ſide, did all in my power to 
makd 


make myſelf agreeab!s to them, and uſeful to the 
8 „ aan 


1 
towa in general. I was employed almoſt in every 
public work; and particularly in reading over the 
Lagan Act of Parliament, and Ph that 
Engliſh malt liquors were as ſubject to the local 
tax as iriih, 1 enforced the ſame—which was abſo- 
lucely a protecting duty to our Iriſh beer and als. 
nd which had bcen ſhamefully neglected for up- 
wards of thirty years by all my predeceſſors; and 
this alone was ſufficient (or ſhould be ſo) to render 
me popular, and to gain me reſpect and friend- 
ſhip from every party. The common brewers of 
Dublin ſent me ſeveral hogſheads of porter, as pre- 
ſents; and the brewers of Belfaſt a filver cup with 
the tollowing elegant infeription— 


„Ob merita in regem, | 
« Patriam, fiſcum, gives, munuſculum, bY 
Hoc Amyz Griffith, Armigero, 
* Dono dederunt Cervifiaru de Belfaſt, 


Die 24 Juni annoque Dom. 1782. 


[The gift of the Brewers Ui Belfaſt to Amyas Griff 2 
5g. for his impar Lial attention 40 the breweries of 
the toon, the ſucceſs of the Lazan Navigation, and 
the intereſt * the Revenue of Ir eland. | 


NI. 8 alſo, Fea D nn; agent, 
told me at his own table, that his Lordſhip would 
himſelf give me a proper cup of thanks, (meaning a 
very handſome preſent) ſo ſoon as he was inform- 
ced of the particular ſervice I had been of to the 
5 Lagan Navigation, che breweries of his town, and 


the Kingdom! in general; and that he (Mr. P—) 


Rs | would 


32 ] 
would take ſpecial care to repreſent the matter to 
his Lordſhip, &c. &c. &c. And tome months 
after, (Lord D. coming to the country) in order 
the more to ingratiate myſelf with his Lordſhip 
and his friends, I having a Dublin paper (the Ge- 
neral Evening Poſt) at that time much at my diſ- 
poſal, for the firſt time turned s paraſite, and 


trumpeted forth the perfections of his Lordſhip, at 
ſo great a rate, that 1 left him not a ſingle foible or 


blemiſh on earth—no not even a hobby to get a 
ſtride upon. It was then reſolved that the princi- 


pal people of the town ſhould i in a body, with an 


able orator (the facetious Mr. G—< at their 
head, wait on his Lordſhip, and pay him, their 
devoirs and reſpects; and Lof courſe, as a gentle- 
man and houſe-keeper, went with the croud. We 
were introduced in pairs, as we entered; and Mr. 
P announced the names of every couple to his 
Lordſhip, but thoſe of A—— S$—— and Atnvas 
Griffith. Poor S—— loſt the pleaſure of an intro- 
duction by being in bad company, though he had A 
better right to that Honour than half the people. who 
went, being at that time an extenſive brewer, and 


a great diſtiller paying monthly to his Lordſhip” 8 
uſe between three and four e PO | 


O tempora | O mores ! 


After this Mr. 8 took every means in his 
power to prevent my having any interview with 


his Lordſhip; and at a ball which his Lordfhip 


gave to his tenants in general, he told me in an- 
ſwer to a letter he had received from me the pre- 
ceding 


L 9 1 
ceding day, that he thought I arrogated too much 
to myſelf, in conſequence of my duly enforcing 
the Lagan Act, aſking me whether I did not think 
that he himſelf deſerved ſome credit for that af- 
Fair? and hinted that it was he had let me into 
the ſecret, and had explained to me the law. If ſo, 
I will beg leave to aſk Mr. P——, why he did not 
give that information to the ſeveral. ſurveyors be- 
fore my time, not one of whom ever charged a gal- 
lon of Engliſh porter or beer with Lagan duty ?— 
By what Mr. P—— infinuated at the ball, I clearly 
perceived that he had taken the whole merit of che 
tranſaction to himſelf ; on which account it was 
that he kept me ſo far aloof ; ſo that I might well 
exclaim with * vos, non vobis. 


But I will not take up your attention with a mĩ- 
nute detail of thoſe matters; ſuffice it to ſay, I was 
moſt cruelly treated by all the Lagan Board, and 
by every creature about Lord D——— which 
irritated me ſo exceedingly, that I\ was determined 
at the hazard of my life, and all I was worth to op- 
poſe Lord D. and his emiſſaries in every thing they 
took in hands; and ſo ! really did from that day 
forth; but more particularly at the Carrickfergus 
election in January, 1784, when l firſt offered my- 
ſelf a candidate to repreſent that corporation in 
Parliament; which no other perſon would have 
done had I not ſtirred up the coals. However I re- 
ſigned { in favour of Mr. Cunningham. — —canvaſſed 
for him, and uſed. every exertion in my power for 


the zunge pendden intereſt, in the ſupport of which, in 
- chaile 


1 
chaiſe hire, (for J had one by the week, decorated 
with emblematical devices, expreſſive of the cauſe 
I had embarked in—as Ariſtocracy in the Suds— 
The Eleven Headed Monſter flain, &c. &c.) adver- 
tiſements, ſubſcriptions, travelling expences, treats, 


c&c. Ihad expended a great deal more than I could 


bear. But a fellow fo fired with the ſeeds of re- 
ſentment and patriotiſm, as I then was, had ample 
recompence by my friend Waddle's being owes 
turned, one of the members to repreſent that an- 
tient and loyal corporation in Parliament; and he 
accordingly took his ſeat: but, alas! all earthly 
happineſs is but of ſhort duration. | A petition was 


preferred againſt him, and againſt the whole Con- 


ſtitution Club of Liſburn, of which 1. was a. mem- 
ber; in purſuance of which, on account of our in- 
terference at the election, we were all ſummoned 
up to appear before a committee of the Houſe of 


Commons, in April, 1784. But the Houſe at that 


time being ſo thin, as to render it impoſſible for a 
committee of fifteen to be ſtruck, purſuant to the 
act of parliament, the hearing of the petition was 
adjourned till the Auguſt following; which my 
party conceived as adjoutning' "fine die, as we 
knew that the Parliament 0 erè not to meet in Au- | 
guſt. After the adjournrent of the hearing of 
the petition, Mr. J=— P. —, an attorney, And 
agent to the lordly party, paid me frequent viſits. 
He was a mernber of the Orange Lodge, of which 
as I ſaid before, E was the AVE tf and Paſt- maſter, 
and pretended. much diſintereſted: friendſhip for 


me. | He, i in tlie preſence of a Mr. W. , another 
| | attorney, 
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attorney, highly reprobated my late proceedings, 
and told me that were it not for the interference of 
the good Lord H———, I would bona fide have 
been diſmiſſed ; that lowever, if Ialtered my mode 
of acting, and quit the damned party (as he was 
| Pleaſed to call them), that I then was of, he had 
hopes that I would have ſomething handſome done 
for me ; he alſo wiſhed that I would withdraw my- 
ſelf from the Conftitution Club, and publiſh as rea- 
ſons for ſo doing, © that they were growing turbu- 
tent, licentious and dangerous, &c.” But ] treated 
his propoſal with juſt contempt, and told him with 
a proper ſteadinels, ** that if the Chief Commiſh- 
oner's place was offered me, for ſubſcribing to ſuch 
a paper, and the gallows the conſequence of my re- 
fuſal, that I would prefer the latter, ſooner than 
render myſelf fo execrable a villain ; but at the 
ſame time I told him, that to oblige and pleaſe 

Lord H=——, (whom by what he ſaid, I lay un- 

der fo many obligations to) I would no longer at- 
tend the meetings of that club that I would with- 
draw myſelf by degrees from the Independent in- 
tereſt—that I would in future have nothing to do 
with politics, nor ever Write on either fide” of the 
queſtion ; and that I would alone mind and attach 
myſelf to the buſineſs of my profeſſion— and de 
my duty in that ſtate of bfe unto which it had Pleaſed | 
God 10 call me.“ 


On the 24th of June following, the Earl of H. 
dined at the Orange Lodge, and in the evening 1 
had a long converſation with Lord R—, who 


alſo 
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alſo ſeemed much hurt at my former conduct, de- 
claring that I muſt inevitably be diſmiſſed or re- 
moved, for that I had acted like a madman. 


I confeſſed to his Lordſhip that I had behaved 
hitherto very inconſiſtently; but that my ſubſe- 
quent conduct ſhould make ample attonement for 
what was paſt ;—that I had no antipathy to go- 
vernment, my whole family having been in the 
ſervice of his Majeſty ; my grandfather by my mo- 
ther, was a major in the army; my father's father, 
ſecretaty to the commiſſioners of the revenue, and 
my father himſelf a ſurveyor ; that what I had done 
was partly in oppoſition to ſome of the commiſh- 
oners of the revenue, who had uſed me moſt baſely 
in many inſtances, but particularly in depriving 
me of my inſpector generalſhip for no manner of 
cauſe, in which department I had acted ſo honour- 
ably as. to acquire the thanks and applauſe of all 
parties, at the ſame time that I advanced his Ma- f 
jeſty's revenues in Munſter upwards of one hun- 
dred thouſand pounds a year; and partly in oppo- 
ſition to Lord D —s party; relating to his 
0 Lordſhip their cruel behaviour, and the ungrateful 
! and ungenerous return I had met with in that 
4 > quarter for my ſervices. I ſolemnly declared, how- 

ol ever, that I would turn over a new leat, and that 
he ſhould never have further cauſe to complain of 
me; and referred him to Mr. P „ who would 


1 


(as I imagined) corroborate what I then ſaid, as he 
was well acquainted with my reſolution, on this 
head; for two or three months before. 

Immediately 


Fo 
Immediately after this, (to turn as I hoped the 
impending ruin from me, and avert deſtruction 
from myſelf and innocent family——being alſo 
warned of approaching danger by a meſſage de- 

livered me by the Rev. Mr. G tt, from Baron 
H) I commenced rather court writer, and 
daſhed away a little at the. poor Roman Catholics, 
by which means I drew upon myſelf the vengeance 
of all the country papers, except one or two, the 
proprietors of which knew me too well to think me 
capable of changing, or having an illiberal heart, 
except by outward ſhew, to fave me and mine 
from deſtruction. The Volunteers Journal, the 
Hibernian Journal, &c. came open-mouthed upon 
me, and gave me, to uſe a ſlang term in the Parker 
ſtile, great gooſe. In ſhort, I got myſelf complete- 
ly abuſed, and thought thereby I had weathered 
out the ſtorm, and that I was once > again ſafe moor- 
ed and in harbour, 


And now too I received a 1 from London, 
from my worthy friend, P , dated from Duke- 
ſtreet, St. James's, 21ſt of Auguſt, 1784, of which 
the following is a literal copy :— 


81x, 

« I was unwilling to com mit myſelf to you, for 
any ſpecific poſitive ſtipulation, till I had a certain- 
ty of being able to fulfil my intentions. I will not 


truſt to this paper ſome occurrences in which you 


are intereſted , and in which I have had ſome 
ſhare, Suffice It to ſay for the preſent, that the 
CG confidence 
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confidence which you voluntarily repoſed in me, 
when laſt I ſaw you in Belfaſt, has not been abuſed, 


and that towards the end of next month I ſhall, in 


\ perſon, demonſtrate that yu did not do *__ by 


opening, your mind to me. 
lam, Sir, your moſt obedient, 


and very humble _— 


J. P— 


Very ſhortly after I had the war of receiving 


the foregoing, Mr. P—— came to my houſe, and 


told me, that he had been ſpeaking to Lord D. 
about me, who was heartily ſorry for any flights I 
had received in his town, from any of his people, 
and that, as his Lordſhip had no government or 
miniſterial intereſt, it was his intention to give me 
a houſe rent free, to ſet me up in a noble printing 
office, eftabliſh a newſpaper for me, give me plenty 


of Caſh to carry it on, and that I could manage all 


that, and keep my preſent employment. Nay, 


Mr. P went further, for he commiſſioned me 


to agree for the purchaſe of the news-letter, or 
Mercury, and that the money ſhould be forth 
coming. Mr j——, you may judge, I never ap- 
plied to; and upon Mr. T——'s aſking 20001. for 
the Mercury, Mr. J thought it better to pur- 


chaſe every thing new, and I coincided with him, 


as I knew that nn (ct up a newſpaper for 3001. 
cr Jeſs, 1 | 


„ After 


1 


After this I had frequent interviews with Mr. P. 
in one of which he told me that the petition would 
abſolutely go on, and that I muſt unavoidably at- 
tend, as 1 would be a material witneſs. I entreat- 
ed him to overlook me, as could be of no manner 
of uſe to his cauſe; and obſerved to him that my at- 
tendance might prove my deſtruction, as I appre- | 
hended whatever [ had to ſay might prove injuri- 
ous to myſelf and to no other perſon under hea- 
ven. I declared this to him as a FREE-MASON 
and conjured him by every, ye on earth, not to 
have me called upon. He then aſked me if I did 
not ſerve Mr. C. with every influence I could make 
ule of, not only as a private gentleman, bur as a 
ſurveyor of exciſe: ? Iantwered that whether I had 
or had not, I was not obliged to anfwer a queſtion 
which ſo manifettly militated againſt mylelf—nor 
would I: for the conſequence of my doing ſo would 
be, my immediate diſmiſſal from my em ploy ment; 
which was better than col. per annum, to me; 
and the only tupport I had for my poor family. — 
Mr. P. then (laughing at my apprehenſions) aſſured 
| me, that if I did not anſwer ſuch queſtions as ſhould 
be put to me, without embarraſſment, heſitation, 
or,. taking ſhelter under the clemency of the laws, 1 
would undoubtedly be turned out of my employ- 
ment, without any further ceremony ; excluſive of 
which, my ſtiffneſs in ſhrouding myſelf under the 
protection of the laws, which he owned did not 
oblige me to anſwer queſtions tending to criminate 
myſelf, would be of no ayail, for that he would have 
an evidence ready to prove all againſt me. He 
alſo faid that I was an active agent for Nir. C. ind 
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T7 ſeCtionately by the hand, he bid me farewel. 
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that ſo was every member of the Conſtitution 


Club. I told him that I did not look upon myſelf 
to be the agent of a man who never employed me, 
paid me, or commiſſioned me to do any thing for 


him. He then aſked me, did I not act for him ? 
I told him that I had acted for him in a voluntary 
manner, from my own free option; but that ſtill ! 


was not cafuiſt enough to bring myſelf to think, 
that I was his agent. He requeſted, for my own 


ſake, that I would weigh the matters we had con- 
verſed upon well; that he only wanted me to 
{wear the truth; för his part, he conſidered that eve- 


ry man who ſerved another, was a Sort of an agent 
to the man he ſerved ;—that he himſelf could ſwear 
that he was my agent, as he was ſtriving to ſerve 


me; but that I myſelf was the moſt competent 
judge of my own ideas, as well asof my conſcience. 

At this meeting he alſo told me, that as I was po- 
ſitively to be a witneſs, Lord D. thought it better“ 
to defer eſtabliſhing me in the printing buſineſs, 
until the trial of the petition ſhould be over; and 
that then I might rely on, not only having that, 
but ſomething vaſtly ſuperior done for me; con- 
cluding with theſe remarkable words“ he be- 


lieved that every thing happened for the better i in 


this beſt of all poſſible worlds; that there was a 
tide in the affairs of men, and thatif it was not my 
own fault, my fortune and that of my children were 
already made; but that if I refuſed giving a Can- 

did and fair teſtimony, before a committee of the 
Houſe of Commons, nothing but ruin and deſtruc- 
tion awaited. me and mine.” 80 ſhaking me af- 


After 


Fw» 7 

After this I had ſeveral conferences with Mr. 
P. upon this ſubject; and one particularly in Dub- 
lin, immediately previous to the trial, in the pre- 
ſence of the Rev. Dean D——; when I conſented 
to anſwer every queſtion that ſhould be aſked me, 
to the beſt of my judgment; but utterly. genied 
myſelf to be the A EN of Waddell Cunningham, 

_ declaring that [ would not ſwear ſuch a matter to 
be put in poſſeſſion of Lord D 's eſtate.— 
However che pious Dean thought I might ſafely 
ſwear it, and would have given me abſolution with 
all his heart. | 


At laſt the rims of trial came, and I was ſum- 
moned early in February 1785, to attend a com- 
mittee of the Houſe of Commons and accordingly 
on the 16th of the ſame month, I was the firſt evi- 
_ dence examined, when I unfortunately confeſſed, 
that I had uſed every exertion in my power in fa- 
vour of Mr. Cunningham, © not only as a private 
„ gentleman, but as a REVENUE oFFiceR.” At 
the ſame time I declared, that what I had done in 
that cauſe proceeded from caprice and whim, 
and not by any deſire of Mr. C. I alſo declared 
that whatever I did was voluntarily; that I never 
had been privy to any bribery or corruption; — 
that 1 had propoſed myſelf as a candidate, and 
had afterwards reſigned in favour of Mr. C. and 
that Thad likewiſe ſent my private portable print- 
ing preſs to Carrickfergus, in order to publiſh 
{quibs, black and red lifts, e xc. againſt the lordly 
ws 5 


= ped 3 
— * - 1 — DR 
VP”; — 22 — — — 

3 — 8 
ä _— * 
— — 4 * ——, - 


ih, SR 


— 
"> e 
oaths »'< — - = 


4 
T: 
þ 7 
* 
vi. 
6 ' 
44 
10 
1 
3 
| 1 
1 
9 . 


Mr. B 


AND CLEAR TESTIMONY, and for refuſing, to 


F #8 7 


| party; and that, for the moſt part 1 conducted it 


WIE 


myſelf, &. e. 1 


After my examination was cloſed I left town as 
ſoon as poſlible, without even fo much as calling 


| for my expences; for I did not chuſe to put either 


party to any coſt or trouble—as notwithſtanding 
the aſſurances of Mr. P. 1 was apprehenfive that 
the cataſtrophe might prove dangerous to me, and | 
that I ſtood but upon a ſandy bottom. I therefore 


" Teft Dublin the 20th of February, and as 1 poſted 


it down in a chaiſe and four, dined with my fa- 
mily on the next day; and was informed ſhortly 
after my arrival, that on 'the very day ſubſequent 
to that of my examination, the Right Hon. Mr. 
B———4q was heard to ſay, © by Heaven I ſhould 
not remain on the revenue eſtabliſhment another 
week.“ Mr. B———&s Fides Acates upon that 
memorable 8 I was told, was the celebrated 
Doctor A——, the ſham Turk, of the White- 


houſe, who. took great pleaſure in ſhewing the 


world his intimacy .with that Right Hon. gentle- 
man, by  promulgating his confidential chii-chat. 


= - 


airy I cannot avoid ſemarking here, that tho 
1 had me diſmiſſed for giving A gu 


wear falſhoods, yet J. have known him to continue 


deen on due revenue, hogks, after they had 


| moſt. atrocious of nei — . they were 


men of intereſt—both. Hecholders and freemen, 


wha always voted for Mr. B. and his connections. 


* 


1 am 


E 
1 am now really tired, and ſo I am ſure muſt 
you. [I ſhall therefore poſtpone the remainder of 


this narrative until next poſt, and in the conrfe of 
this month you ſhall have the entire. | 


Adieu then—and that every ſpecies of bliſs may 
attend you and yours, is the fervent wiſh of your 


ever faithful and affectionate, 


AMYAS GRIFFITH. 


„L. ET 
FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


My dear Sir, 


ApBovu T the beginning of March laſt, the 
Committee, (before whom the Carrickfergus petiti- 
on was tried) declared Mr. C not duly elected 

repreſent the county of the town of Carrickfergus 
in parliament, and accordingly a new writ was 
iſſued for another election, and 5— 
— I. a ſtarted againſt Mr. c — by 
the 


\ 


„ 5 
the lordly party.—— Towards the middle of the 
ſame month, Mr. P- favoured me with a viſit, 
when I informed him of all the reports that had 
been ſpread abroad relative to my diſmilfal ; l 
told him that J had taken the liberty of writing 
to Lord H——— in conſequence thereof, and 
that I had alſo written to him, but that he had 
not been kind enough to take any notice of my 
letter, which greatly embarraſſed me, as he 
knew if I was ruined, he was the only cauſe, — 
Mr. P—— on this, took me by the hand, laugh- 
ed heartily at my ſeriouſneſs, excuſed himſelf for 
not anſwering my letter, and aſſured me that I' 
had nothing to apprehend from ſuch idle reports; 
and that I ſtood a much better chance for promo- 
tion than diſmiflal ;—He then informed me, that . 
Lord K=—-— and the Hon. Mr. H—— ex- 4 
pected my attendance and ſupport at the election 
of Carrickfergus in favour of their friend Mr. 
W, and hoped that I'd have no objection to 
lend them my printing preſs and apparatus, and 
procure for them a proper perſon to conduct it. 
Here was a blow I was not aware of; it came un- 
expectedly, and was like a dagger to my heart: 
| Good God! what were my feelings at that mo- 
ment? It is impoſſible to deſcribe them; I was in 
a worſe ſituation than if I had been been 2 impaled 
alive: 


Id that within which baffled human art, 
* A burning fever,—and a broken heart.“ 


1 | However, I got as collected as I could nd 
1 aukwardly excuſed myſelf from going to Carrickfer- 


. | gus, 
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gus, pretending the urgency of my preſence i in 


. Belfaſt the better to ſupport the new malt and | 
tobacco taxes, which would take place juſt at 


the commencement of the election; on which 
account my prefence could not be diſpenſed with, 


but that every afliſtance i in my power (fave my go- 


ing down in perſon) my Lord K——— and Mr. 
 H—— might command. —On this, Mr. P— 
toak leave of me, and I walked down. to you my 
dear friend, where I © unfluiced my o lburthen d 
| heart”- —and gave vent to floods of tears ; On 


my telling you my ſtory, you adviſed me by all 
means to comply with as good a grace as I poſſi- 


bly could, with all their deſires, as did all thoſe 
who ſeemed then to be my ends. -whom I con- 
ſulted upon the occaſion ; ; 
March, I teceived (late at night, by expreſs of. 
Carrielcergus) the following letter. 


vas Garevrvi,: 
WE are in the atmoſt diſtreſs . a printing 


preſs, and a perſon to conduct it. Send us 
your's I beg of you, and ſome perſon whom you 
can confide in, to manage it.——If you can 
come here yourſelf to-morrow, and talk to the 
people you know, it will be a great ſervice to us; — 
let me have your anſwer on both theſe ſubjects by 


the return of the nn 


cf a | | | Tour 2 5 . 
s "Is 


D 


—On the 25th, of 


. * 1 burſday __ a 


o 


t% 


In anſwer to the above, 1 deſired Mr. Pain to 


ſend a car the next morning for the- printing appa- 


rims (which conſiſted of fix cafes of letter, a 


preſs, & c. Kc.) and that he ſhould have them 
with pleaſure,” but declined zoingmylelf; and ſaid, 


— 


chat I would ſend à confidential printer or two 


out to them to conduct the preſs.“ The next 
day I received a letter from the gauger of Car- 
nckfergus, informing me that Mr. H 
that I woutt” not by any means omit” being thete 


| alt the enſuing week. Torn to pieces -as I was 
[ between my honour and my intereſt, I was almoſt 
mad, and often. called upon the Almighty for a 
teleaſe from all my troubles: I however wrote 


again by the gauger's meſſenger to Mr. P 
requeſting that he would ſend up a car and ns 


for the preſs and caſes of letter, which he did; 


and I ſent them with proper perſons (people of 
no principle you may be ſure) to ſuperintend the 


matter for them. ——And on, Sunday the 27th 

of March, I flung. myſelf into my. chaiſe more 
dead than alive; and was drove to Carrickfergus, 
where I met all the party, who were extremely 


glad to ſee me, eſpecially Mr. P. „ Who re- 
queſted that I would uſe every exertion in my 
power for Mr. W— 
vided I was TT that day in their cauſe, my 


: attendance would be excuſed in future. 


I accordingly (with down-caſt eyes, and the 


looks of a thief going to the gallows) went 
| through 


begged 


-, and told me, that, pro- 


Lo IJ 

through moſt of the town, and, with faltering 
| accents and tears in my eyes, (like a b/ubbering 
child, obliged to kiſs the rod that ſmarted him) 
requeſted ſome votes for Mr. W—— ; but, 
my very countenance and manner betrayed me; 
and the people I addreſſed were well convinced, 
that I did not wiſh them to comply with my de- 
ſires. This, then, however, ſeemed to pleaſe 
the lordly party; and late that night, I returned 
home with a diſturbed mind, and almoſt broken 
heart: Oh! my God! my God! what a refine- 
ment was here upon calamity? For the very day 
that 1 was infamouſly engaged in the deteſtable taſk, 
I was no officer under the crown, having been 
diſmiſſed from the 25th in the following words, 
or tantamount ; which my employers knew but 
too— too well, —but 'twas a maneuvre to render 
me infamous with the . of Belfaſt. 


- TOY 
THE Board of Commiſſioners having read 
over the minutes taken before a Committee of, * 
the Houſe of Commons, on the trial of the Car« 
rickfergus petition, and it appearing to them from 
the depoſitions of Amyas Griffith, Surveyor of 
Exciſe in your diſtrict, that he is a very improper _ 
| perſon to ſerve in any office in the revenue. 
They therefore diſmiſs the ſaid Amyas Griffith, 


| and appoint N Sutton, eldeſt Aſſiſtant Exami- 
| D 2 1 | ner, 


ner, to ſucceed him. 3 8 falary to com- = 
mence from the 25th inſtant. 


Signed by Order, 


VavGHAN MONTGOMERY. 


T 0Ronert Kyi. Eſq. | 


I did not hear of this brain-blow until Saturday 
the zd of April, —when, almighty God! what 
were my feelings ?——very near three hundred 


IU. El pounds in debt, robbed of my employment | 
4 Vorth above four hundred pounds a year, for no 
* gcauſe on earth but being an honeſt man. My 
v7 once real friends, perhaps, exaſperated at my 
* late conduct in deſerting their cauſe, and flying 


to the ſtandard of venality: No proſpect open, 
and nothing to look forward to; but, ah! cruel 
a thought the grave :——In one corner of the 
room, I ſaw my weeping daughter! the very 
monument of woe My poor wife! in another, 
wild with diſtraction l—My ton, (unhappy boy) 
the ſtatue of gloomy deſpair :——Myſelf de- 
prived of every ray of hope—with a mind tor- 
i titured even to madneſs—ſometimes looking at my 
Aticconſolate family and ſometimes at my piſtols, 
0 anxious to haſten out of an ungrateſul world in 


„VB which I had experienced nothing from the hour 
j | | of my birth, but diſappointment and diſtreſs 
| | „ But why need I complain ? * Tngratitude's the 
4 growth of every ſoil. On the 3d of April, I 


rode to Carrickfergus, waited on Lord K 


who 


1 uy ] 
Who was ſtill there, and informed him of my un- 
happy ſituation, and his Lordſhip promiſed, upon 
his honour, that he would do all he could for me; 


I alſo wrote to Lord H, to the Hon. Mr. 


H— „the Board of Commiſſioners, Mr. 8 
(one 5 the Commiſſioners, who was my very near 
relation, and from whom I received a very unſa- 
tisfactory anſwer, not worth troubling you wich) 
colonel] R-—, &c, And I had allo a long 
converſation with Mr. P——, who did not know 
how to account for the unexpected event; (as he 
called it) but begged that I might not deſpair, 
that I might pluck up my ſpirits, aſſuring me that 
2 more advantageous place would be beſtow- 
ed upon me; at the ſame time telling me, that 
he really held himſelf accountable to me for a 
better employment than I had loſt, or, at leaſt, 
an equivalent. This, in ſome meaſure, calm- 

ed my much agitated mind. I alſo found, 
that my worthy creditors (whom Heaven bleſs) 
| were ſo humane as not to attempt diſtreſſing me 
or even ſoliciting me for money; nay, I found 
that the town in general were inclined to ferve me, 
by ſetting me up in ſome buſineſs immediately, if 
nothing could be done for me by the court party. 
The public prints had alſo got hold of my Story, — 
and ſpoke very handſomely of me; and rather 
indifferently of my cruel enemies, and perſecutors; 
in ſhort, every paper was full of my unfortunat- 
tale, and all that time I had every three or four 
days a letter from Mr, P--=—, The following 
take as a ſpecimen, 


Dear 
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Dear GRIFFITH, 


BELIEVE me I did not require the truly 
melancholy and diſtreſſing picture which your 
letter of this day preſented to me, in order to excite 

my endeavours for your ſervice; I aſſure you Go- 


vernment has been ſome days ago applied to on 
your behalf by very able and powerful men, and 


I have every appearance that a very ſhort time 
will place you in a better fituation than the one you 


have loſt. Rely upon it, I will leave no opportu- | 


nity nor occaſion to preſs your claim, and I beg you 
to believe me perfectly in earneſt when J aſſure you, 
that I have the ſtrongeſt ground to hope, that what 


has happened will be amply recompenſed to you. 


Tl write to you the firſt moment any thing deciſive 
18 done, and believe me, 


Your ſincere friend, 


Dublin, 18th April, 1785. 8 „ . ]. Pp.. 

Dear GRIrPIrR, 5 : 
KEEP up your ſpirits. I have good reaſon 

to hope the loſs of your commiſſion will be fully 


made up to you. You ſhall hear from me the firſt 
moment Ican write more particularly. 


Dublin, 23d April, 1785. e OE; 


Excluſive. | 


CY 
Excluſive of the two laſt, I had many others 
from Mr. P-; in one he aſſured me, that three 
of the firſt men in the nation had applied to Go- 
vernment in my favour, — that every thing was in 
train © lerve me ; and that 1 might reſt perfectly 


ſecure : Ai laſt, on Friday, the 29th of April [ 
received a letter, 1 was as follows. 


Dear Onirrrrn, 


I HAVE, by this night's bai ſent a ſpe- 
cial expreſs to London, in order to have your 
| commiſſion, as Barrack Maſter of Belfaſt, ſigned. 
The return of the expreſs will, I hope, redreſs the E 


blow you have lately received. Tou ſhall not 
fall by G--d, if I can _ it. 
| | Your's, 


Dublin, 27th Apell, 1785 | by PF. 


The day after receiving the S ſaw the 
following paragraph in the Dublin Evening Poſt, 
which (I have ſince learned) was put in by Mr. 
Po_—_ _ 

„ ”Tis circulated through the city, that poor 
% Amyas Griffith, Eſq; is appointed Barrack Maſter 
* of Belfaſt, Carrickfergus, &Cc. &c. We hear 


he is indebted for this piece of good fortune, 
* to the humanity of Lord Him E 


Oa the Sunday following;- I. E. the iſ : 
May, I was favoured with the following letter 
Tn. from 


—— 
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from) Col. Aut, in corroboration of what Mr. * 
had inforined me of, and in anſwer to a letter of 
mine, intreating him as 2 Friendly Brotter, and 2 

Bree ip let me. know w what I was to expect. 


Cultorn Houle, Dublin, Apr ab. 1785. 5 


8 4 R, —— 
1 THIS day received your favour of the ; 
27th. Mr. P. immediately called on me after 
reading your letter; I therefore, ſhewed it to 
him, and he acquaints me, that he wrote you a 
letter on Wedneſday, which you will have receive 
ed this morning, and which makes my Taying 4, 
more than acknowledging the receipt of JT fa- 
vour unneceſſary, IE | 
lam, Si, your TED EA 


humble ſervant. | 
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ws A540 Elmwnn——'s agent, regretted at an exciſt of- 
ſice in Liſburn, his remiſſneſs in not informing me, 
1 of my appointment of Barrack Maſter, when he 
©] met rhe in Belfaſt; and told the Fomapany that. © - 
4 WE Lord H. had written him word of it. Mr. P. alſo 
7 9 7 mentioned my appointment to all his Northern Wy ; 
* gaauaintances, with great pleaſure. Doctor T 


ff 


1 aſſured me that the Lord Lieutenant had appoint- 
. ed me, and chat the delay in. not receiving: the c 

on. --: wenigen bead Kom ſome Peghgencs 5 
1 4 8 | wy | 1 me - 


1 

the other fide the water: and no later than laſt 
week, my Lord H. on mentioning the following 
little poem that 1 had written, pouring out the ef- 
fuſions of a grateful heart to him, (which was 

| publiſhed in all the Engliſh papers) modeſtly ſaid, 
that © I had over-rated his ſervices, as he had only 
thrown in his mite among many friends, in obtain- 
ing the little place of Barrack Maſter of Carricka 
fergus for me.” | 


Ob. Melibai, Deus nobis bec otia fecit. 


. WHEN ills accurs d with dire accumulation, | 
Made me the verieſt wretch of the creation, 
When poverty with all her woeful ſuite, 
Paid me a viſit with an hideous greet, 
When hope was fled and black deſpair enſu'd, 
And zuſt my hands with my own blood imbru d, 
Then God-like H — his fiat gave, 
Diſpell'd my griefs and ſmiling bad me live, 
Gave comfort to a Daughter, Wife and Son, 
n= £6 Who but for him were utterly undone ! 
| | Oh! may no ſorrow ever reach his breaſt, 
Who glories in relieving the diſtreſt! 
May length of years, with * and bag 
and honor, 
| Reward my generous patron and my donor, 
- - Whilſt it ſhall be the glory of my days, 
Io pay him duty and to give him praiſe. - 


| ; I have alſo received many letters of congratula- 
tion from different parts of the kingdom, full of 

ttume praiſes of the great and good Lord H. who, 
5 | _ 5555 
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from the above little poem, was conſidered to be 
my patron, friend and preſerver. The following 
among many ſcores, from en parts of Ireland 
and England, I fend you: — 
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My dear friend, 


1AM happy 0 expreſſion at your late 
change of fortune, and be aſſured you have not a 
friend feels it more ſincerely than I do. Your no- 
ble protector has a thouſand bleſſings ſhowered on 
his head for the God-like action even my little 
girl J have taught to lifp dis name with praiſe z 3 — 
May he never experience one unhappy moment: 
Heavens! what it is to do a great and good 
action for ſuch a character as you :---May every 
bleſſing atend you, Mrs. Griffith, Maria, and 
your ſon, are the ſincere wiſnes of a heart that 1 is 


9 


your s moſt affectionately, 


LET TIA YOUNG. 


Tuam, 1 i, 1785. 


To Avas Gkirrirn, Eſq; 
Belfaſt. 


I had forgot to inform you, that the Members 

of the Orange Lodge propoſed ſending: a —_ C 

tion of three brethren to wait on Lord H- 
the day after I was diſmiſſed, with a proper 
memorial, praying him to have me reſtored; 

and enumerating my good ſervices, &c. &c. 
However, the. maſter (who ſucceeded myſelf in 
that ſtation, and obtained it through me) object 


0 ed to the memorial, and faid, that he himſelf 
* | would 


8 1 

would carry a paper of his own dictating from 

the Lodge, but that if any other perſons 
went, he would have nothing to do in the matter; 
and accordingly go he did, and brought -home 
ſome ambiguous anſwer, that none of us cquld 
make head or tale of : However, all theſe con- 
| curring circumſtances leave me no doubt of be- 
ing appointed :—And yet, the commiſſion is a 
long while returning: — Twas five tedious weeks 
laſt Wedneſday ſince it was forwarded by /peciat 
Expreſſes to London :—Surely theſe ſpecial Ex- 
Preſſes don't travel poſt :—I am now totally deſti- 
tute My independent friends having reſigned me 
to my fate and the lordly intereſt :;—And your- 
ſelf, and one or two other friends only, have, 
as yet, furniſhed me with the means of a ſcanty 
ſubſiſtence, which 2bis day has ſeen exhauſted ;—= 
for I may now truly fay with JAPFIER, 


Lam not worth a ducat in the world.” 2 


At this very period all my neighbours are joy- 


fully preparing for the reception of Mrs. Siddons, 


from whom no doubt they expect, and will receive 
the. moſt ſyperlative and exquiſite of treats 
whilſt I and my molt deplorable bone are ſunk, 


Ou T en thouſand thouſand Janne in deſpair. * 


Bar whilſt t above the earth, believe me to be 


your ever faithful, affectionate, 
and grateful 


AMYAS GRIFFITH. 
Belrasr, June 3, 1785. 
E 2 LETTER 


E 


Mr. B 


before your recommendation arrived. I had notice 


D— 


„ 


rr 
PROM THE SAME TO.THE SAME. 
H! horrid ---horrid [horrid !|---'tis all over 
with me, -I am now the verieſt wretch that 


Sw crawled the earth; Oh! God of Heaven! take 


pity upon a poor man, who (whilſt he had it) felt for 
all your creatures in diſtreſs. This day I received 
the following letter from my good, or evil Cann, - 
Mr P——. | 


Dr aR Gkirrirn, 


I DoO not wonder at your a and] am 


Sg to be able to explain to you the reaſon of 


the delay in your buſineſs. When I wrote to you 
that an expreſs was ſent to England with your 
commiſſion, I told you the fact. Some gentlemen, 


however, being in London at the time the vacancy 


happened, my Lord D——aſked them to point 
out a proper perſon for the place, and they named 
his appointment therefore left London 


of Mr. B-—'s appointment coming to the caſtle, and 
therefore, found means of ſtopping it, till my Lord 


's further pleaſure was known, and a letter 
went off immediately to his Lordſhip to requeſt he 
would change the name. To this, an anſwer has 
not yet reached us, but is daily expected. In this 

—_ 0 matter, 


1 


matter, I have done every thing man could do for 
| you, and Fl! continue to exert every poſſible en- 
deavour till you are reimburſed for_ your loſs. 
Believe me, therefore, ſincerely . 


 Your's, 


Dublin, 7th June, 1785. 0 J. — 
To AMYAS GriFFITH, Eſq. 


66 Sic tr anf : gloria mundi. 


&« All's Joſt —and, in che ſhipwreck of my 1 
tunes, one only jewel have I ſaved, ——my 
HONDR.”—— Thus are all my golden dreams va- 

niſhed, and after having been kept fix weary 
weeks 1n agonizing ſuſpenſe, I am at length given 
to underſtand, in the genteeleſt terms, that J am 
circumvented And that, A r B—-—n, Efq. 
the intimate friend of, Lord D— —s agent, 
(the gentleman to whom I am already under ſo 
many obligations) was really appointed Barrack 
| Maſter of Belfaſt, Carrickfergus, - &c. &. Oh! 
my poor heart ! why don't-you -burſt in pieces ? 
But, I'll try and calm my perturbed ſpirits, if 
poflible. To add to my miſery, this morning, 
when I received this moſt unpleaſant intimation, 
I had not a ſhilling in the world, and on my ap- 
plying to one or two for the loan of a guinea, I 
was cruelly refuſed ; and that by people, in whoſe 


pockets | had been the means of putting bur. . 
dreds. 


/ 


But God's will be done—I haves perhaps, com- 
mitted crimes, that require thoſe excruciati::g pu- 
. | | niſhments. 


5 - 


K ˙· 1 roar ST" 
, . * = ti ä * 

vu 
; * 
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niſhments !—and yet, was 1 guilty of murder, 


—4reaſon, —robbery, or the moſt heinous of of- 
fences, if penance can expiate crimes, mine ſouuld 


Be done away: For I have ſuffered the tortures of 


the damned; and have been on THE WHEEL | 
theſe three months. — As for gratitude, 1 be- 


lieve 'tis flown with Area from the Earth; for, 
the very people whom I have moſt ſerved, take 


the leaft notice of me :—Some, who have 


mounted on my ſhoulders to honours and re- 


putation, trouble not their heads about me. 
My quondam officers, (ſave Meſſrs. S and 


 L-—, who are grateful kind people) paſs me 


by cavalierly, without giving me even the time 


of the day.—The- Merchants in the general, 


know me not :—And as for Mr. C-———, (the 


gentleman whom I loſt my all by) if he met 


me in the ſtreet, he would not ſpeak to-me,—nor 
can I blame him; I now would prove but a 
fhabby acquaintance—a moſt thread-bare one indeed ! 
for I have ſcarce a coat to my back, at leaſt that 
I can wear; —I have four or five laced ſuits, but, 
alas! they are too fine for a wretch like me, 

who was laſt night looked upon by many with 


jaundiced eyes, becauſe 1 had the impudence to 
90 to the play, where the Company, i. e. the 
players, forced me, to fee Mrs, Siddons in the 


character of Zara. Heavens J, who never 
frequented (prior to that night) any part of the 


houfe but the boxes! But I can only ſay— 


FUIMUS for now I am nothing more than 
an outcaſt wreleh, deſerted by all the world but 
yourſelf and two or three others: —— Oh! how 


true 


WM 1 
true are my late dear friend, Counſellor IT RING % , 
lines: How beautifully expreſſive | 


0 When Fortune is ſmiling, what crowds ol 

15 appear | 

ce Their kindneſs to offer. — and Hina ſincere; 

gut change but the proſpect, and point out 
diſtreſs, 

> No longer to court you they I eagerly preſs.” 


But, why 8554 1 tire your patience, or hurt 
your feelings, by dwelling on my calamities? 
Suffice it to ſay, that the meaſure of my woes 
is full; —and that all that remains for me, are, 
diſtraction fury! — - ſorrow !— ſhame ! — and 
death! — | 
| AMYAS GRIFFITH: 
Belfaſt, June gth, 1785 


I. ET 


FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME: - 


AST Saturday, read a moſt affecting de- 
1 ſcription of the ſituation of me and my 
family in the Dublin Evening Poſt. May God, 


ol his infinite mercy, bleſs the proprietor, who 


has ever been my friend ; indeed, his paper is 
's the 


m—_ 
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| influence over Mr. C— 


C 


1 


the jo Op one that takes notice of ls miſerable 
Amas to you and him I owe more than to any 


two perſons upon earth. But to my ſtory.— 
Laſt Thurſday Mr. Ps met me by chance in 
the ſtreet, and- "i that I would give him a 
call the next tay, and bring with me Mr. C——— 
and Mr. B- I told him, that if could ſee 
Mr. B-—— I wonkd bring him with me ; but, that 
I could not flatter _ with having the ſmalleſt 
„ and that if he 
wiſhed to fee him, he had better ſend a ſeryant 
tor him. while I was there; and accordingly, (on 
the next morning) Iwaited on Mr. P——s, who 
mmedjately diſpatched meſſengers for Meſſrs. 
— and B ; and Mr. O in conſe- 
quence attended. After we had been ſome time 
in the room, he aſked me if I had not mentioned 


to ſome of my friends, that I blamed him for 


the loſs of the Barrack Maſter's place? I told him 


that I could not recolle& my mentioning the mat- 


ter to any perſon, having then very few confiaential 
friends: But that till yeſterday, (when 1 heard 
otherwiſe) I really thought I was indebted to him 
for the total ruin of me and mine: That my rea- 
fons for believing ſo were obvious; that he (Mr. 
P——s) had no right to be my friend; that our 
diſpoſitions and opinions had ever been ſo oppoſite, 
1 could not expect any ſervice from him, nor did 
I deferve any; that I knew Mr. B—— to be his 
moſt intimate friend, and that beſides I had 


been often told, during my ſuſpenſe, that he 'ne- 
ver gay? into my being appointed Barrack Maſter ; 


that 


PF) * 


E 


; ab 3 for theſe cauſes, I did imagine, = 
he had been the kind brother who had circumvent- 
ed me; pt that then I had aſſurances to the con- 
trary. Upon which, Mr. P——s intreated me to 
give my opinion of that matter under my hand; 
* 88 I wrote the * words: 


5 C 1 am well convinced * Mr. P—— had nei⸗ 
60 ther hand, act or part, in depriving me of the 
« Barrack Maſter's place, in caſe I have loſt it. 


Jux 17th, 1785. 
« AMYAS GRIFFITH”, 


When I reached it to him, he ſeemed well 

_ Pleaſed; and ſmiling, (for he can 

mile) ſaid, it was as good as a folio, wiſhed | 
me a good day, and promiſed that he would unite 
his ſmall intereſt with my other friends, in order 
to get me ſomething equivalent to-what I had loſt; 
he allo confeſſed to me (after he had my certifi- 
cate in his pocket) that Lord D—— had 
written to him for Mr. B——'s political character, 
and that he had given him an extreme good one; 
but that he never had injured me, and that 
he would ſerve me if in his power. However, 
I found no great comfort from his promiſes, and 
left him with a heavy heart; and in great amaze- 
ment, to think what could be the cauſe of his 
deſiring ſo poor a wretch as I then was, to ſign 
a certificate, importipg,· That be was not an in. 
F human 
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After leaving Mr. P, I met Doctor T 


[ 42 1 


human villain ,” for ſuch he undoubtedly would 


have been, had he been baſe enough to have gone 


between the miſerable — and a ſcanty — 


of Hillſborough, and a Mr. F r, who both 


aſſured me, that the commiſſion had been re- 


turned, and that they were ſure I ſtill wou'd be 
the man. They alſo preſſed me to dine with them, 
which I conſented to; and in the evening feaſted 
myſelf with a luxury of woe, in ſeeing the in- 
imitable Siddons debute Iſabella in the Fatal Mar- 
riage. And here I muſt premiſe to you, that I, 
who am not worth a ſous on earth, would be truly 
infamous, did I throw away ſix ſhillings in any 


amuſement that this life could afford, No — 


no !—' Twas the generous fharers of the Com- 
pany, who gratefully remembered paſt ſervices, 
and obliged me to accept of ſeven box tickets 
for the ſeven nights of her. performance; and 
would have paid the like compliment to Mrs. 
Griffith, &c. were they diſpoſed to accept of fa- 
vours of the kind, or to attend any public amuſe- 
ments in their unhappy ſituation, But, for my 


own part, I might as well weep at Jabellas and 


Byron's misfortunes as my own; and they, alas! 
are more than I am able to ſupport. I am no- 
languid, heavy, —joyleſs, —melancholy have a 

total loſs of appetite and reſt; and (gracious 
God be praiſed) am hourly drawing nearer and 
nearer to eternal reſt. Oh! what muſt be the 


8 lituation of that mind, whoſe only wiſh is death! 


—imme- | 


U 13 1 


immediate PARTY Adieu, and believe me, 
thas I will be in the laſt agonies, 


Tour“ * 


-AMYAS GRIFFITH. | 
bella, June 26h, is. 
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FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


N the 24th ult. (being St. John's day) the 
# ORanGEe* LoDGE marched in proceſſion to 
church, where they heard a charity ſermon ;. and 
from thence returned to the Donnegal Arms and 
dined; the Right Hon. the Earl of Hillſborough, 
and the Right Hon. John O'Neill were of the 
party; the entertainment was - moſt ſuperb,— 
turtle, and every thing that the ſeaſon could pro- 
duce, with Champaign, Burgundy, Tokay, and 
all ſorts of wines. Many of my friends were in 
hopes that I could then have an opportunity of 
ſpeaking to his lordſhip: But, alas! I might as 
well think of making an aſcent to Heaven in an 
air baloon, —ſuch a multitude of expectants flock- 
ed about his Lordſhip, and ſeizing (if I may be al- 
lowed the expreſſion) upon his perſon, entirely pre- 
vented the modeſt approaches of the timid and 
unfortunate.” About an hour before dinner, know- 


e — 


1 44 . 
ing that his lordſhip was to ſit on the right hand of 
the Maſter, about a dozen perſons, conſiſting 
of clergymen and revenue and military officers, 
took poſſeſſion of that quarter, and kept their 
ſeats, juſt ke people in a gallery, who go early, 
in order to take their places in a front row, to 
have the better view of a favourite performer. 
The Right... Hon. John ONeill ſat on the 
Maſter's left hand; and he, tho' a moſt agree- 
able companion, and a great and good man, I 
had entirely to myſelf: Had he been a courtier, 
you may be ſure I would not have been indulged 
with ſuch a luxury. But, Mr. O'Neill is an honeſt 
country gentlemau, who, by oppoſing government, 
had it not in his power to do for any perſon. 
About nine o'clock, my Lord H- - with- 
drew, and returned home e, my y having an 
opportunity of | ſpeaking a word to him; and he 
never took the ſmalleſt notice of me, though. be- 

fore that, he was always very complaiſant to. me, 5 
and always paid me particular attention. Ag ſoon 
as his Lordſhip left the Lodge, I returned home 
to my poor family, with an aching heart, and 
ſpent a ſleepleſs night. The next morning, I 
wrote again to my friend P——, painting to him 


my deplorable- ſituation, and accuſing him of 


being the ſole cauſe; and dee 1 received che ; 
following: anſwer : 


Dear Cairrirh, TOO 


I MOST ſincerely cnet with you, " and 
feel ſenſibly the misfortune of your ſituation. 1 
* can 


1 
can only ſay, that no man could exert Himſelt 
more than T have done; and though, as vet, I 
have failed j in my endeavours, [ defice you fot to 
deſpair. You have friends, and pres ft ul ones 
don't; ſuffer appearances to make you think other- 
wiſe ; but bear the preſent moment with firmicts. 
I know, of my own politive knowledge, that your 
name is taken down in the ſecretary's bock. Be 
the event what it may, I feel myſelf, and requelt 
you- to believe, that I am 


ſincerely your's, 


Dublin, 29th June, 1785. 2 J. P_ 


Here my hopes are once more revived: And 
if I can believe the above, I may yet be happy. 
but how exiſt to ſee it accompliſhed ? For, were 
it not for you and half a dozen other friends, my 
family and I might have periſhed through actual 
want!—Oh! may none of my friends experience 
my Preſent miſery ; ; and may ſuch as have ſerved 
me, or have wiſhed to ſerve me, never feel one 

foul corroding care. . 5 


-1 this day dine at the Fixciſe Office, by thay in- 
vitation of Mr. S, the gentleman who ſuc- 
ceeded me, (who is a worthy good fellow). and 
one or two of the officers, Meſſrs. 1 and 
$&—, who never deſerted me. Indeed, you may 
judge I go with an aching heart, to be treated at 
the place where I formerly preſided. This is the 


third climoſinery office dinner I have accepted of 
| | from. 


4 
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1 * 1 | 
from theſe gentlemen ſince my diſmiſſal; indeed, 
they would take no fort of excuſe: Tis juſt 


four o'clock, fo, muſt conclude, by aſſuring you, 
that I am, in every form and mode of ſpeech, 


Your obliged and grateful, 
ET humble ſervant, 


Belfaſt, July 4th 1755. „ „ 
| AMYAS GRIFFITH, 


r 
To Mr. ob dm, Conn Gn, Dublin, 
"HS 


Y yeſterday's poſt I ſent you two packets; 
2F and by to-morrow's you will receive two 
more, which contain the particulars of my ughap- 
py cafe, in letters addreſſed to your brother 
William. For God's ſake, my dear friend, when 
you have peruſed them, give me your real advice. 
—To live! 1 cannot ;—and to let Mr. P.—— 
live —1 mould not. I commit theſe letters 
to your care, confiding in your friendſhip, and 
relying on your humanity, to have them properly 
publiſhed, in caſe you hear of my death ; or, 
that my hopes are entirely fruſtrated. ” 


Is - 


k 
1s it not ſtrange, Sir, that a man, with ſome 
ſhare of abilities, and nearly allied to the 
Wund- sf- rd family, to Lord Cl-ffd-n, to 
1 e, to Sir J—s Ir, 
of Whitehaven; to all the Ag - rs, W - Iſhs, i 
[Wm-s, and Sh—s of the county of Kilkenny; 
and related (by marriage) to all the R-df—ds, 
J—bs, W——s, Ro-s, &c. &c. of the county of 
Wexford, ſhould want a common ſubſiſtence for 
himſelf and family ? eſpecially, as in all my life, 
I never committed a deed unbecoming the gentle- 
man, or that I could reproach myſelf for: And 
= yet, with all theſe great connections, and a blame- 
leſs character, I am at preſent in the ſituation of 
Milton's devils, to whom 


Hope never comes.” 


As you are now in the poſſeſſion of my whole 
unhappy ſtory, you'll be the better able to dedi- 
cate a paragraph in your paper to me now and 
then; I aſſure you, it may be of the moſt eſſen- 
tial ſervice : I have been robbed of an employ- 
ment worth near five hundred pounds a year, with- 
out having given the moſt trifling cauſe ; for, in 
the ſpace of twenty-two years, during which 

time, I have faithfully ſerved the reſpective offices 
of Supernumerary Gauger,—Gauger, — Examiner of 
the Gauger Books,—Surveyor of Exciſe, — Iuſpector 
General of the Exciſe and 1 icences of the province 
of Munſter, —and laſtly, again Surveyor of Exciſe, 
there never was a complaint exhibited againſt me, 
by any ſubject or ſervant of the crown. 


I have 


I have, I am „ a cheſt full of ger by 
me, written by the commiſſioners, and by their . 
orders, repeatedly thanking me for my numerous 
good ſervices : I advanced the revenue without 
| i oppreſſion, and gained the good will of all par- 
. 
| 


ties - and yet, for all that, 1 am turned out! 
For what ?---Becauſe I could not {wear whatever 
the court party pleaſed ;---Becauſe I could not 


leap over a ſtick at the word of command : 

A Becauſe I was not a pliant, ſupple, kind, com- 
plying ſcoundrel —.In a word, becauſe 1 WAS 4 
3 konejt nan. ES 


May the Lord of Heaven take my caſe into 
4 conſideration, and ſend me ſpeedy relief -in 
1 im alone I put my truſt; for I am well convine- 
„ 5 ed, that the lords of the earth are no friends of 
it mine; and, to tell the honeſt truth, * There's s no 
+) love loft. Pn 


We had a very Ges review ; but 1 never 1 Was 
tempted to ſtir abroad; indeed, 1 ſeldom g9 to 


any place, except to your father * . ES 


1 „ 


There is an avarice in grief, — 
„And the wan eye of ſorrow loves to gaze 
0 Upon its ſecret hoard of treaſur'd woes, 

6 In pining ſolitude.” „ 


* 


. 


Every thing to me is now infipid, a: all pleas. 
ſure taſteleſs ; it is a jnſt remark, that 


5 «& ene, 


F a '$ 
60 Quiles, fill'd high, 3 en and roſes, 


8 Cannot yield the Body ſoft repoſe, | 
« * The mind 70 waking with anguiſh and affie⸗ 
af &« tion: 


Which fate, that you or your's may never ex- 


perienee, are the ardent prayers of 
| 


| Your very grateful and affectionate, 
tho' unhappy friend and 
humble ſervant, 


| AMYAS GRIFFITH. 
al, 27th April, 17858. 


= , 


Lit Mi 
e Nh. W. e Ma} HG 


AST Monday I met Mr. E-— of the Glaſs- 
houſe, at the Lodge, who told me, that on 
Saturday Lord K. -, on his return from 
London, ſtopped at his houſe in a phæton and 
ſix, juſt as my daughter and another young lady 
paſſed by; that Lord K——— took particular 
notice of Maria, and afked, what a pretry faſhiona- 
dle girl that was? and. upon E -s replying, 

that it was Miſs Griffith, his Lair enquired 
| e e 5 6 0 if 


3 8 1 


if ſne was his brother Amyas's daughter, and 
being anſwered i in the affirmative, Lord K 
faid, that he hoped her father was provided for; 

E——=— told his Lordſhip it was quite the re- 
verſe; ſor, that I was in a. miſerable ſituation, 
which his Lordſhip appeared to be much hurt at, 
and declared, that ſomething muſt be done im- 
mediately. On this pleaſing information, I took 
the liberty of ſending the following letter to his 

Lordſhip : | 


My Lon b. 


IMPELLED W bitter 3 and deſpair, 
I beg leave (for the laſt time I ſhall ever thus pre- 
ſume) to inform your Lordſhip of my cruel ſuffer- 
ings. Loft to every party, I am the moſt miſerable 
being under Heaven, nor do I think it is. poſſible 
for the ſophiſtry of man, or the cunning of 
human ace (aided by every artifice and ftrata- 
gem) to render wretchedneſs more compleat : 
Four long—long months have I patiently ſuffered ! 
Kept alive by hopes, and exiſting by the impawn- 
ment of every-portable effect belonging to me and 
my wite,—for NODE -Our watches, ſeme 
bits. of plate, a few diamond rings, bracelets, 
and other tr « "ol have all; been devoured. to 
drive away pale-faced hunger. -h! Heavens, 
my Lord I- „Jo live l- and live a torment. 
to one's felt”: —— Tis not to be endured: This 
day (as God ſhall judge me) 3 and I 
dined upon bfeadiand cheeſe, (the latter a preſent 
from a pany in n and wathed the luſcious 
banquet 


* 'c: * of a 


uſed to the means of earning one; 


: t = | 


banquet down with the cool Iimpid ſtream We 
did my Lord, —and © bleſs'd our ſtars, and call'd ic 


luxury. For indeed we can live upon as little 


as any People and as plainly. I am avoided and 


deſpiſed by the people, who conſidered themtelves 


the independent party, for deſerting their cauſe, 
and opp-ling their intereſts, eſpecially at the laſt 


Carrickfergus election, and by the tendency of 
my evidence before a committee of the Houſe of 


Commons; and ſuch of the oppoſite party (the 


ariſtocratic) as live in town, rather exult over 
my misfortunes ;—excruciating miſery Be aſ- 
ſured, my Lord, that were it not for my reliance 
on your humanity, I could ſoon ſorm a mode of 


putting a termination to all my woes. —I am tired 


of exiſtence !-—— 


Oh ! my Lord, on the 24th of June, 1784, 1 
was bleſſed in the eſteem and friendſhip of the 
whole town and country, ( may fay the kingdom) 
with an employment worth upwards of four hun- 
dred pounds a year,—the happy father of a con- 
tented family !——Heavens ! what a difference? 
on the 24th of June, 1985—the other day, my 
Lord, —from. what I, was to be what I am—a 
beggar, - tho aſhamed to beg. — with an helpleſs 
family deprived of common ſubliftence, and un- 
ſhunned by 


all ranks and degrees of people, and in hourly ap- 
prehenſion of (even miſerable as I am) being ren- 
dered 1 more woe-begone by a deprivation of my 

» _ ; G2 | liberty 


„ 


liberty — Oh! my Lord, I can no more! — 1 mal 
go mad with horror!“ 


cc Daſh my 0 ha l——Ye 2 break it; 
« 'Tis for my ruin that the tempeſt riſes.” 


But, my Lord, 1weary you with my lamenta- 
tions, and ſhall only aſſure you, that (let whatever 
may be my cataſtrophe in this life) I fervently 
pray, that you and Lord H. may enjoy every 

happineſs that your own hearts can wiſh! 


And am, my Lord, (with truth) 
Tour Lordſhip 8 moſt obedient, 


and indeed devoted, . 


humble ſervant, 


AMYAS GRIFFITH, 


Belfaſt, July 19th, 1788. 
Right Hon. Lord Viſcount Kil- 


warlin, 


= 


1 The day I Ailparched the 1 pille, 1 
was honoured with the following anonymous 
lines, incloſed in a frank from Liſburn: They 
appear to me as an anſwer to thoſe I formerly 
publiſhed, in conſequence : of my believing that 
Wi | Lord H. had me appointed Barrack Maſter of 
E: Belfaſt, &c. 


ALAS! 3 W once 3 friendly door 
* ever open to the woe- worn poor; | 


Once 


£3 

Once thy bene v len- and o erflowing heart 
With ev'ry child of ſorrow bore a part; 

Thy tears would fall at each ſad tale of woe, 
A friend to all to none but ſelf a foe, . 
Then do, bear up againſt the cruſhing ſtorm, 
They had no pity who have done you harm: 
Some noble hand will yet afford relief, 
Will dry your tears, —and baniſh ev'ry grief; 
Your wife your fon !—and daughter, yet may ſee. 
Peace and content reſtor'd to them and the: 
Oh! may the God of mercy hear my pray'r ! 
Save him oh! ſave my friend, from fell deſpair. 

Heal up his anguiſh, and-with ſpeed relieve, 
Ele all his woes mult end but with the grave. 


1 CommttrartiON. 
Liſburn, July OP 78s, | 


. I 
* 
** Lf * * ; — * 
U » we 
* » 


After bleſſing my ſympathiſing poetical friend, 
I incloſed it to Mr. — M, of Dublin, for 
his paper, in which I preſume it will appear next 
Saturday: You recolle& yeſterday, when I had 
the pleaſure of dining with you, the amazing 
thunder and lightning !—the artillery of an angry 
God pouring down upon us! God forgiye me! at 
that interval I inwardly wiſhed (to that no harm 
ſhould happen any perſon in the houſe) to be 

transfixed with lightning. I was once a ſorrowful 
| ſpectator of a moſt accompliſhed and beautiful 
young lady being killed juſt by my fide with this 

celeſtial electric fire - Wou'd to Heaven it had 

then the kindneſs to have taken me allo !—What 
C a world 


1 
z world of misfortunes it would have ſaved me. 
—But, | 399 


& Our only leſſon is to learn to ſuffer, 
And he who knows not that,—was born for 
| nothing.“ 


Adieu, my dear friend, and believe me ever 
| Your's, 


 AMYAS GRIFFITH. 


' ; ry 


— 


rer R un 
To J— P—, Eſq. Atrney at Law, Dublin. 


My dear Sin, 


AM driven to deſpair thro' extreme want, have 

ing parted with every thing that I could con- 
vey out of the houſe, even to a ver cup, which 
was preſented to me by the common brewers ot 
Belfaſt, which this very morning I was obliged to 
pledge to give my miſerable family ſupport !—Oh! 
Mr. P——, to what a depth of miſery have 
you precipitated a once happy and contented fa- 
mily !—Are theſe the flattering hopes you cheriſhed 
me with ? This! the printing office, &c. &c. ? 
But—1 complain not; I'll ſtill be calm, and try 


to 


TG M0 1 

to bear my ſufferings like a man ;—indeed, I now 
can well ſay, 24 As people turn their backs 
4 from their companions thrown into the grave. — 
« ſo my familiars, from my buried fortunes, ſlunk 
beg away, leaving their falſe vows with me, like 
« empty purſes picked ;—whilſt my poor ſelf, a 
dedicated beggar to the air, with my diſeaſe 
« of all-ſhunn'd poverty, — walk like content 
e 


There have been four places given away in 
Dublin laſt week, each very near equal to the one 
I was robbed of; which, 7 me, was worth near 
five hundred pounds a year, as the merchants paid 
me liberally for every thing I did for them; the 
very certificates which I granted upon permits, at 
a ſhilling a piece, amounted, upon an average, 
to upwards of two hundred pounds a year: my 
poundage on the Lagan duty aroſe to about twen= 
ty pounds a year, and ſometimes thirty, exclu- 
| five of my detections, ſeizures, &c. &c, and my 
eſtabliſhed — which was ſixty- five pounds a. 
year. 


Since I wrote to you laſt I have compounded 

with all my creditors (ſave one) who have molt. 
humanely and generouſly, conſented to, take fix 
ſhillings and eight-pence in the pound from me; 
whilſt the 9bqurate one, not only refuſes to do as 
the reſt of my worthy friends have done, but has 
brought a charge againſt me of twenty pounds for 
mall beer, which 1 always underſtood was ſent me 


when I ſhall. have left but 79 alternatives, either 


fortunate adventures; — 


« When ſorrows come,—they come not ot ſingle ſpies, 


4 Ti # nature's freer: reſtorer— 


& 


by way of preſent, having refuſed many Anus 
and half barrels from others, on account of being 
ſupplied ſo plentifully by him, whom I knew to 
be better able to afford ſuch generoſity than any 
of the reſt. Indeed, I believe it was the firſt 
charge ever broughtagainſt /uch a ſurveyor for ſuch 


an article: And to make the matter better, he 
charges ten ſhillings a barrel, which is an unſta- 
tutable price, and for which he could be puniſhed. 


—] ſhall only obſerve, that 
He that's ungrateful has no crime but one.” 
Next week, all I have on earth will be canted,— 


to ſhoot myſelf ! or beg through the kingdom 
for ſubſcriptions to enable me to publiſh my un- 


6 But! in battalions.“ 


O! good God, look "RED upon me, "—_ ſave 
me from diſtraction; for I can either ſleep, eat. 5 
or take any lort of comfort. | 


balmy ſleep ! 5 
« He—like the world his ready viſit pays 8 
Where fortune ſmiles, - the wretched he cmd : 

« Swift on downy pinions flies from woes | 

« And lights on lids ne with a tear.“ 


By this unconnected ſeribble, you! ry perceive 
that my head is much diſturbed ;—but, can * 
wonder, knowing * misfortunes 3 © 


7 


I had | 


E 
4 had like to have omitted informing. you, that 
Mrs. Griffith (in her diſtraction) waited on Lord 
K laſt Sunday, who was kind enough to 
aſſure her, that he would uſe every effort to re- . 
eſtabliſh me, or otherwiſe provide for me —You | 
| know the old adage,—* Liye horſe and you _—. } 
have graſs.” —God bleſs. his Lordſhip at any rate, — 
and ſend him every happineſs —Though he does 
not know it, it was I threw out the firſt hint of 
having him elected Grand Maſter of treland, which 
is certainly a feather, and will make him 885 po- 
Pular among his brethren. f 


For God's ſake let me hear from you, and tell 
me if there be any hopes for the moſt wretched E 
of mankind, and e 185 


Tour ER Sd 
humble ervant, | 
AMYAS GRIFFITH, 
. la. 4th Augult, 1785. I 


— 12 


5 * X * FR 8 — =D 4 
* RFF 8, B- * „ * 
To Nr. W 4 Mr, Bafa. 


* A better order of ſuccetding times comes ſmiling forward 
White and lucky ll — TF 


5 - HIS day Major B-— aſſured me, that all 
my creditors had ſigned a releaſe, upon. my 

paying them ſix ſhillings and ſhe oe: in the 

*. H pound, 


* 


* 
pound, on or before the firſt of next montli; — 
that the Mernbers of the Orange Lodge had un- 
dertaken to pay the dividend, amounting to about 
one hundred pounds; and that he was convinced, 
1 would have preſented me from the merchants of 
the town, above an hundred pourds, which, with 
my houſehold furniture and other effects, might 
enable me to carry on ſome little buſtneſs. Indeed, 
in this particular, Major N my dear and 
worthy friend, Mr. H -m, and the members 
of the Orange Lodge in genera), have uſed great 
exertions, having had two meetings this very day 
on my account. 1 am alſo informed, that my 
well- -wiſher Mr. P- 8 is doing penance; : ſo, 
who knows but the almighty God may yet look 


down upon me, and ang me out of my difficul- 
— 


3 Hope f thou pleaſing ſtranger, twice FOR 
mms : 
have not felt thy vital beam, - but now 


« It warms my veins, and plays around 1 my heart.” 
4 


Immediately upon my receiving the foregoing 
aſſurances, I diſpatched cards to the following ef- 
fect, to my humane creditors, Meſſts. Hugh Craw- 
ford, Bateſon and Co. William Harriſon, Hugh 
Mllwain, the Executors of William M'Cleery, 
Jobn Neilſon, James Hyndeman, James Cleland, Fames 
Steward, Alexander Armfirong, Thomas M*Cabe, 
David M*Tier, 7 homas Siban, Thomas Lyle, Henry 
Joy, ſenior and] junier, Mrs. W ion, Mrs. J. i/dail, 
Mrs. _— Mrs. 5. Gerry, and Mrs, A Tier. 


ra e 


1 59 J 

e A4myas Griſub takes this method of returning 
4 his uufeigned thanks to Mr. ——— for his hu- 
4 mane and unbounded generoſity, which he 
« will ever remember with pureſt gratitude; and 
_ « aſſures Mr. that it ſhall be the ſtudy of 
« his future days, if God ſhall proſper his endea- 
< vours, to ſhew him, and his other worthy cre- 
* Gitors, that, though he has been, (through un- 
< foreſeen events, and the machinations of an 
infamous party, the moſt unfortunate of men, 
yet he never meant, intentionally, to be unjuſt.” 


Tueſday, Auguſt 16th, 1785. 


On the 19th of Auguſt, I diſpatched the follow- 
ing letter to * B——n. 


My dear 81 R, 
I BEG leave to return you my ſincereſt thanks 
for all your favours ; indeed, words are quite in- 


adequate to exprels my feelings upon the o 
tion; for, as Otway's Chamon! lays, 


* They'd wrong the gratitude [ owe you.” 


[ hope, therefore, you'll pardon my apprehen- 
ſions in reminding you that ten days more will 
bring about the period fixed upon for the payment 
of the dividend, which my generous creditors 
have (through your means} conſented to receive 
that if it ſhould not be paid at the ſtated time, I 
fancy, ſhould they be ſo diſpoſed, they might le- 
gally retract. I therefore, beg your advice in this 

aber, (as I ſhall do nothing without conſulting 
H 2 = you 


— =, — —— — — 9 7 
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51 


Meſſrs. C———— and B 


you) whether I ſhould advertiſe an auction of oy 
goods in next Tueſdays papers ? for, entre nous, 
I have no great dependance on my friends 


31 fancy they are 
weary, and mean to relinquiſh te” matter, deem- 


ing it a ſleeveleſs errand, as they have not ſtirred, 


ſince the firſt or ſecond day: the worthy Col. 
B——s, by all accounts, would heartily undertake 
the humane taſk, could. he procure the aiſiſtance 


of Mr. 'C — or Mr. 3 indeed, the 
latter ſhould be excuſed, having ſuch an infinity 
of matter on his hands, that tis amazing how he 
can go through the half of it. I once more Crave 
forgiveneſs, and aſſure you that 1 am, and ever 


will remain, wiſhing you and Mrs. B. every hap- | 
pineſs i in this world, 


Your obliged and gr ateful, 
humble ſervant, | 
Belſaf, Auguit, 15th, 1786: 


AMYAS GRIFFITH. 


P. 8. If the gentleman alluded to, was the hun- 
dredth part as active as my dear friend and wor- 
thy brother M*N I would not be under the 
neceſſity of ſo ie a ſale: indeed, I think, 
as Mr. B-— committed himſelf for this buſineſs, 


he ſhould not have flagged in it; 'twas 5 neithet 


BROTHERLY nor ' CLERICALLY.. 


The next morning the worthy Major B. called 


* — 


upon me, and delired x me to > Make myſelf perfect- 


ly 


% : v.- 


ly eaſy, and not to diſpoſe of a pin's. worth, as 
| he'd engage every thing ſhould be finally ſettled 
in the courſe of the week; aſſuring me that he 
would call upon Mr. B for whatever he had 
received, and that very morning pay off as many 
as he could, and take their receipts; but that Mr. 
W. H——2a, common brewer, and late clerk to 
Mr. P——s, did not only inſiſt on ten ſhillings a 
barrel, for forty barrels of ſmall beer, -which he 
had made me a preſent of, but had alſo entered 
Judgment upon my bond for twenty five guineas, 
and taken out an execution, ſo that his demand, 
intereſt and all, amounted to upwards of fifty- 
ſeven pounds, the compoſition of which would 
be nineteen pounds, within nine pounds of my 
real debt to him, as all I legally owed him on 
earth, were the twenty-five guineas that I had 
| borrowed from him, and had given him my Bond 
for after my diſinifſal. Indeed, he was the only 
perſon who cemanded ſuch ſecurity, though more 
obliged to me than all the men in Belfaſt; and 
' when he took the bond, he declared moſt ſolemn- 
ly, that his intentions were merely to ſcreen me 
from my other creditors, in caſe they ſhould at- 
tempt to come down upon me; but, [ thank 
Heaven, his fears were groundleſs'; he himſelf 
was the only obdurate, remorſeleſs and hard 
| hearted creditor that I had. He was the late clerk 
of Mr. P—, and his confidential friend; ſo, 
what could I expect from ſuch a quarter? How- 
ever, I ſhould let Mr. Ps now alone. for, I 


am well aſſured, that the Prayers of my poor 
NV wife 


1 62 } 
wife and family have not been in 1 Therefore, 


I war not with the duft 
« A Lion preys not upon ntl 


1 am now thank Heaven, much eaſier in my 
mind, though ſtill I am apprehenſive, that even 
my preſent expectations, though they ſeem al- 
moſt certain, may vaniſh like the Barrack Maſter's 
place in nubibus, or like Sancho Fanca s ſupper, for, 
wich wretched me, | 


« Good Fortune never comes wh both hands 
full, 


fut writes her fair words fil, in fouleſt as 
de. 


I have not been out of doors but twice ſmce 
the 19th. Indeed, I am aſhamed to be ſeen, and 
am more embarraſſed with the kindneſs of my 
friends, than I was when I beheved I was ſhght- 
ed by the whole world. As for any employment 
under government, I now give up all hopes that 
way; my oily d pendance is on my independent 
friends, my own honeſt induſtry, and the fale of 
my unheard-of ſufferings; even the worthy Mr. 
P—— now diſdains to anſwer any of my letters; 
nay, though the Orange Lodge applied to the Earl 
of H————, Lord K —, and their agent 
Mr. P , Very lately, in my favour, reprefent- 
mg my unmerited condition, and informing them, 
that a ſubicription had been opened by the Lodge 
for my immediate relief; yet, chat moſt reſpecta- 
ble Lodge was never r favoured with an anſwer, 
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c 0 ſend the injur'd, unredreſod away, 
« How great ſo Cer the offender; and the wrong'd, 
c Howe'er obſcure, is wicked, weak, and vile 
„ Degtades, defiles, and ſhould dethrone a King.“ 


I am, my dear friend, (with fervent prayers for 
the happineſs of you, and my now moſt numerous 
benefactors) 


Your obliged humble e ſervant, 


AMYAS GRIFFITH.” 2 


L. E T TIE R X 


FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


114 4 2 


THis da I addreſſed Lord UI. with the follow- 
ing lines, which I alſo tranſmitted to the 
Dublin Evening Poſt, the Belfaſt News Letter, 
and Mercury: 5 | 
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DID generous «ook but know my caſe, 
How P——-work'd to bring me to diſgrace, 
The wiles he laid !—the ftratagems he us'd! 

The faith he broke, the confidence abusd! 
The ruin brought on me, —and all my care, 
The 200m he took to drive me to o deſpair 3 
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„ 
Then would his noble ſoul, (with pity wrought 
Had I een erred) forgive the tranſient fault: 


He'd then reſtore me—for his ri Ar cou d, 


To eaſe and quiet, peace, and ev'ry good: 
And little now wou'd ſatisfy ny wants, 
Wean' d from the world, and all its glitt ring haints. 


Thus does the ſhip-wreck'd ſailor blefs his God 


For terra firma—and the plaineſt food : 

So, our oriſons wou'd to Heaven aſcend, 

To bleſs our guardian, and protecting friend ; 
Who reſcu'd us from poverty and grief, 

And, like a pitying angel, reach'd relief. 

Oh! think on One—who till five months ago, 
Ne'er knew pale wan or e' er experienc'd vn: 


Think of my fad reverſe of fate and then 


Have mercy---as you are the beſt of men. 

As ſuch, that attribute is ſurely Thine, 

That attribute accounted moſt divine. 
Forgive, Great Sir, theſe poor and humble lays, 
Which wou'd, but cannot, add to your juſt praiſe. 
Accept thele plaintive numbers, void of art, 
My hand (rapjeribes the dictates, of my heart. 

„ AM TAS GRIFFITH. 
Belfaſt, /Augu 28th, vas 
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FROM THE SAME.TO THE SAME. 


5 A e paying my, dividend, which amounted | 


to one hungred pounds and diſpoſing of 


about 


3-0 3 


about one hundred guineas worth of my effects, 
I came to this city; with as much furniture as I 
had occaſion for (the moſt part of which was 
brought up by my worthy brother Captain B 
in his cutter) and about eighty guineas in Bt 
pocket. I alſo took lodgings at No. 23, Fleet- 
Areet, at twenty guineas a year: And in about 
four months afterwards, married my daughter to 
a very worthy young gentleman, with whom 1 
hope ſhe will be happy. However, my dear friend, 
I look forward with horror, at the hideous proſpe&. 
I am now in Dublin upwards of two years, and 
have been out of employment two years and an 
half, during which time I have either pawned or 
ſold every portable article I had on earth, Mrs. 
Griffith's gold watch and trinket, all her rings, 
bracelets and lockets; my gold watch, chain and 
ſeals, my ring, all our plate, even to the cup, 
preſented to me by the Brewers of Belfaſt ; my 
gold medals, (Free-maſon' s and Fi iendly- brother 8 
the pictures of my wife, ſon, daughter and ſelf, 
ſet in gold; a few paintings, particularly that of 
the Adelphy Group; in ſhort, every thing, ſave beds, 
Tables, chairs, and ſuch furniture as could not 
be removed without public notice: and to add to 
my calamitous ſituation, my == — is juſt 
recovered out of a fever, of which he had three 
dangerous relapſes. Good God of Heaven ! what 
will become of me ?—But thy gracious will be 
done — If I live, 1 will give- you a minute detail 
of the earlier part of my. wretched. life, which 
; ue) A in the months of December, 
„ CNV January | 
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January and February laſt, in Mr. Exthaw” s ma- 


_gazine, and in the Hibernian magazine for Janu- 


ary, 1773) will be more full and circumſtantial 
than any other. Though Mrs. Griffith has a 
fiſter in town, (a Mrs. M*Alliſter, who is married 

to her own coufin-german, and who was left a 
legacy lately, of ſix thouſand pounds) yet, ſhe 


has never feen her ſince her arrival in this city: 


And though ſhe has an aunt, and above twenty 
couſin-germans living i in opulence here, ſhe ſcarce- 
ly ever ſees or hears from one of them, except 
her couſin "Thomas's family, her aunt Radford; 
and Ben: Radford of Pill-lane.” In ſhort, we are 


forgotten by the world; which the incloſed fong 
will. better explain to you than any thing I can 
advance on the ee ſubject: And am, 


_ * _— with all truth, 


4 


| Your affedtionate humble ſervant, 


Dublin, October . 
1 ene 
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| AMYAS GRIFFITH. 


Wer am 1 thea . an an  OUTGA ST grown, 
| Forgotten by my friends? 333 
2 ee no one man was better known, 3 


Tas schen jo anſvcr ends; — — 
q all turn their bäcke, 
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a wretched. me! WE 


ati $a friendly | world 
bull ſack Ne ; t thee th Ph 


20 78 


F-10061 
For InDEPENDANCE once I fought; 
Alas! that e'er I had. 
But then indeed I little thought -. 
The cauſe was quite ſo bad- 
My- QO DAM FRIENDS look with diſdain, | 
Some few may pity me; 5 
Adieu Adieu unfriendly world, on. | 
I ſoon get quit of thee. . | N 
| Wn. Sc. * | 


My doors were ever open thrown 
To all who were diftreſs'd, 
To aid the wretched ever prone, 
So doing made me blels'd; 
None ſo by me take ſuch a part, 
Tho' cloſeſt kin they be; | 
| Adien!—Adieu unfriendly world, 0 
You'll ſoon get quit of me. 
"None ſo, Sc. 1 : 


I now find LIBERT Y—4 word 
And FRIENDSHIP all a Jokr; 
The feeling man is deem'd abſurd, 
The Rick:-«the world invoke; 
And ſhould reigfogties on you wait, 
Tis then you'll quickly ſee © £5: 26 Ol „ 


——— 


That 'tis a baſe unfriendly world, „, n 
And j J adien with me. e 
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1 
But neter till now inur'd to ill 
To want —and miſery ; ; 
Adieu! Adieu unfriendly. world, 
| You'll ſoon get quit of me. 
But ne'er, Wo. Ec. 


But hark——an angel's voice 1 hear 

Proclaim two noble Lords ; 

Thou wretched man do not deſſ pair, 
Great HI LVs oO OH accords: 

As does KisWARLIN---that you'll live, 

Once more from trouble free: 

Then don't deſpond—or bid adden ; 
But with the world agree. 


As does Lenken Ge. Sc. 


3 


T he following ll were allo incloſed to the 
Right Hon. the Earl of H , the 14th 
F July, 1787. | f 


MIGHT I demand the 8 of my fare, | 


N Or with my Maker dare expoſtulate, 


Did I in happier days neglect the poor, 


Or drive the friendleſs ſtranger from my door ? 
Was not my ſoul. pour d out for the diſtreſs d: 


Did I not vindicate the poor oppreſs d? 
Did not the orphan's * cry with me prevail | ? 
Have [ not WePpt 1 the woes I could not heal? 


* When Juin Crone, the gauger of Carrickfergus, died, 
I took his daughter to myſelf, and not only maintained her, 
but clothed her, until ſhe eloped from me wick the maſter of 
bne e of his r, s ſhips of war. 
| n 


1 1 0 
Why then thou gracious, thou all-pow'rful God, 
Why muſt I feel oppreſſion's iron rod? 

Why thus my en'mies cruel taunts endure, 

Who baſely fret the wounds they will not cure ? 
Oh ! + Thou, whoſe goodneſs daes to all extend, 
Say, ſhall my ſorrows nevez—never end? 

Let not my tears for ever fruitleſs flow, 
Commiſerate a wretch o'erwhelm'd with woe, 
Nor longer let diſtreſs my boſom tear, 1 
Oh! ſhield me from the horrors of deſpair! | 
Forgive, my Lord, that I to you impart 
The throbs and anguiſh of my broken heart : | 
Moſt of my friends in death's cold arms are laid, 

Others (tho' living) yet to me are dead; 

Of parents brothers .—ſiſters all bereft, 

Not one real friend - nor any bleſſing left. 
Oh! noble H————bh, & who once eſſay'd 
To give thy friendleſs brother life and bread, 
Were not thy goodly purpoſes betray'd, 
Stretch out thine hand,—and with thy fiat, ſave, 
Elſe, mighty God! ! diſpatch me to my grave, 
Where far from villainy, from art and guile, 
Secured Fl reſt nor dread the villain's ſinile; 
Freed from each trouble, anguiſh, pain and care, 
No P- 9 falſe friend can haunt me there. 


2 — — — — 2 — Ln 2s * 28 PO * * FOI 


| 8 Alluding to the Barrack-Maſter's place, which Lord 
H-————, (tis ſaid) endeayourcd to obtain for me. 
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FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


—— 


y dear Friend, 


-X: — nn 


HE folowing are the Menontats I took the 
liberty of preſenting - to the Marquis of 
BuckinGuan, with the Commiſſioners anſwer 


10 his Excellency in conſequence of his referring 
them to thoſe _ friends c & 1 mine. 
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i To his Excellency The Moſt Noble the Marquis 
y of BuckIiNGHAM, Lord Lieutenant General 
and General Governor of Ireland, Knight of 
Garter, Se. Scl 8 


ü | THE MEMORIAL of Ot Anyas Grifiul, ate 
, = 2 ' Surveyor e of Exciſe, of Belfaſt Survey i in 
. 5 Liſburn Diſtrict, and formerly Inſpector 
13 5 General of the Exciſe and Licences of 
the Province of Munſter. 


\ 


”s Y 
— wer — — — — 
o 
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% — Hanbly Sheweth, 


THAT Memorialiſt acted in the 
capacity of Inſpector General and Sub- Com- 
mhoner for the province of Munſter, for upwards 


of 


T1 0 
of ſeven years, during which period he detect. 
ed every fraud that had been committed, not 
only by diſtillers, common and retailing brewers 
and Smugglers, but by corrupt revenue officers 
| themſelves, many of whom, had realized capital 
properties, by horrid. pecitlations and fraudulent 
practices of every deſcription. * 15 | 


$52 $13 10 


THAT Mermoyialiſ not only „ the in- 
land revenues of. Munſter, but the imports, many 
| thouſand pounds, annually, and, in fact, totally 
reclaimed that province, from which he eradicated 
every illicit practice that came to his knowledge, 
for which he received the public thanks of the 
fair Traders in general,, and every mark of appro- 
bation from the Revenue Board. | 


THAT Memorialift-v was afterwards” reduced to 
the Survey of Belfaſt; in the diſtriQ of Liſburn, 
and county of Antrim, which Survey he greatly 
advanced in imports, exciſe and licences; reform- 
ed every abuſe that he found in it, and received 
the thanks of the common brewers of that diſtrict 
in a ſilver cup, on account of his endeavours 
to ſerve the Iriſh breweries, by equalizing the 
Lagan duty upon Iriſh and Engliſh beer, and 
obliging the importers to be ſubject to char local 
tax, as well as the Iriſh brewers. 


2 
4 : 


. ae never had a 3 ex- 
hibited againſt him, by any perſon living, during 
his whole time of ſerving in the revenue, which 

FR was 
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Board, for his faithful; diligent, and intrepid 
conduct, and that Memorialiſt roſe . from the ſta- 
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came a gentleman, and ſo as not to diſgrace his 


ces. 


cellency, that the late adminiſtration could not, 


lation, ae, {OT r of duty whatſo- 


„ 


was ; twenty-three years; all which time he was 
continually receiving the thanks of the Revenue 


tion of a guager fo be an Inſpector General, 
merely by his own merit. Notwithſtanding \ which, 
Memorialiſt was cruelly diſmiſſed from his employ- | 
ment by an order of the Commiſſioners of the 
Revenue, bearing date the 25th" day of March, 
1785, for no alledged cauſe whatſoever that ever 
Memorial; ſts could find out, ſaving that Memo- 
n gave his intereſt to a & mer whom = 
election, in n to usttker gentleman who 


ſet up in oppoſition, to whom Memorialiſt had 
never the honour of being known. ERS 


THAT Memorialiſt is nearly allied to many 
reſpectable families in England, Ireland, Scotland 
and Wales, and always conducted himſelf as be- 


connections; and yet Memorialiſt has been ſuf- 
fered to languiſh for near three years, he and his 
helpleſs family, in the moſt. diſtreſied circumſtan- 


* 
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: kf. $ 4 * a” 4 


- MEMORIALET, with truth,” aſſures your Ex- 


nor did not, accuſe Memorialiſt of either pecu- 


f - 


ever. | NOW Sr. ; 92 3 19779 


THAT 


1 


THAT for Memorialiſt's private character, he 
begs leave to refer your Excellency to the Right 
Hon. John O'Neill, William Sharman, Eſq late 
Collector of Liſburn, or to any independent gen- 
tleman of the kingdom, 


— 


"MAY it, therefore, pleaſe your Excellency 
= to take Memorialiſt's hapleſs caſe into 
Four mature conſideration, and do by 
Memorialiſt, as in your great huma- 
nity, goodneſs and wiſdom, ſhall ſeem 
meet. 
And Memorialiſt, as in duty bound, 
will ever pray, 


Fleet-Street, No. 23, | | _— 
Dec. 29th. 1787. AMYAS GRIFFITH. 


| I igth Jan. 1788. 
SIR, 

1 AM directed by the Lord Lieu- 

tenant to tranſmit to you the encloſed REPORT 


from Commiſſioners of the Revenue upon the ſub- 
ject of your MEMORIAL. 


| I am, SIR, 
Your very obedient ſervant, 
SN. S. BERNARD. 
To Amyas Griffith, Eſq. 


No. 23, Fleet-ſtreet, 


„ May 
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May it pleaf your Excellency, 


WE have the honour of your Ex | 
cellency's commands, ſignified by Mr. Fitzher | 
bert in his letter of the gth inſt. incloſing the 
Memorial of Amyas Griffith, late Surveyor of Ex- 


ciſe of Belfaſt Survey, repreſenting that he has 
been diſmiſſed from his employment, in conſe- 
quence of his conduct at a conteſted election; and 


your Excellency having been pleaſed to deſire, 
that we ſhould report to you a ſtate of the caſe : 
In obedience thereto, we beg leave to lay before 


your Excellency, a copy of our minute, dated ; 


the 28th of March, 1185, ſtating our reaſons 


for diſmiſſing Mr. Griffith, from his employment, 


to which we beg leave to refer. All which is moſt 
humbly ſubmitted by | 


P 


Your EXCELLENCY'S 


1 CI 
F IT: BELT EF 


Moſt obedient, 


| Humble ſervants, vb 


$i: | 4 


7 Beresford, 
J. Monck Maſon, 5 
2 . Kobt. Roſs. 
Exciſe-Office, Dublin, 15th © F. Anneſley, 
January, 1788. BR. H. Hutchinſon. 


His ExCELLENCY 


The Lorp LIEUTENANT. 


11 
28th March, 1785, 

IT: appearing by the minutes of the Commit- 
tee appointed by the Honourable Houſe of Com- 
mons, for examining the merits of the Carrickfer- 
gus petition, which have been laid before the 
board, that Amyas Griffith, Surveyor of Exciſe in 
Liſburn diſtrict, declared, in the courſe of his evi- 
dence before the ſaid Committee, That © Every 
body in the public way, he did every thing to 
“ influence them, by virtue of his Office: 
« Gideon M*Dowall is in his diſtrict, and 1 
knows him: — The witneſs particularly told him 
„it was in his power to fine him £10 ; and he 
% would do it, if he would not vote for Mr. Cun- 


„ ningham.“ And on examining the information- 


book, it appears, that no information was entered 
againſt ſaid MDowell. And the board being or 
opinion, that an officer, guilty of ſuch corrupt 
and oppreſſive conduct, ſhould not be epi 
in the ſervice of the revenue; 


ORDERED, 3 hm the ſaid Amyas 
Griffith be diſmiſſed, and his commiſſion recalled 


and cancelled. : 
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Immediately on the receipt of the above, I ſent 
another to his Excellency ; and I applied to Mr. 
James Steward, of Belfaſt, who encloſed me 
M*<Dowel!'s affidavit, on which I again preſented his 
Excellency with the following Memorial. 
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To his Excellency GzokGs GRENVILLIE NuGEen T 
TsMPeLE, Marquis of Buckingham, Lord Lieu- 


renant General and General Governor of 
Ireland, Knight of the Gartef, Se. Sc. 


THE Third decal of Aa GRir- 


FITH, late Surveyor of Liſburn diſtrict, in- 
cloſing the Affidavit of Gideon M*Dowell, 


of the middle diviſion of the county of 


the town of Carrickfergus, which entirely 
exculpates Memorialiſt of the charge exhi- 
bited againſt him the ſaid Memorialiſt, by 
the Right Honourable and Honourable the 
Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's revenues of 
exciſe. 


Myft Humbly Sheweth, 


Thar Memorialiſt, with all Hu- 


mility begs leave to encloſe your Excellency the. 


following affidavit of the perſon whom the Com- 
miſſioners of the revenue ſaid Memorialiſt en- 
deavoured to influence at the Carrickfergus elec- 
tion, by declaring that he would fine him ten 
pounds, if he did not vote for Waddell Cunning- 
ham. 8 


THAT Memorialiſt begs leave to remark to 
your Excellency, that the encloſed affidavit was 


made before Ezekiel Davys Willſon, Eſq. Mayor 


of Carrickfergus, one of the repreſentatives of 
the county of the town of Carrickfergus in par- 
| lament, 


1 
liament, and the laſt perſon who oppoſed Waddell 
Cunningham in that election, and threw him out. 


THAT your Excellency, by this affidavit, and 
by his ſecond Memorial, which he took the li- 
berty of having delivered to your Excellency at 

the Park laſt Sunday, will at once ſee how cruelly 
and unjuſtly poor Memorialiſt has been treated. 


MAY it therefore, pleaſe your Excellen- 
cy, out of your great goodneſs, un- 
| bounded humanity, benevolence and 
love of juſtice, to take Memorialiſt's 
miſerable, and till now, unheard-of 
caſe, into your mature conſideration: 


And Memorialift, as in duty Bound, 
NL will ever pray. 


Fleet-Street, No.23, AMYAS GRIFFITH. 
Jan, 3oth, 1788, „„ | | 


County of the town of IDEON M<DOWELL, 
OE of the Middle Diviſion - 
— — of che con . 
of Carrickfergus, came before me this day, and 
voluntarily made oath on the Holy Evangeliſts, 
that Amyas Griffith, Eſq. late Surveyor of Liſburn 
diſtrict, obliged him to enter under ale-licence 
| ſoon after his coming into his ſurvey, which de- 
| ponent thought very cruel, as he was a poor ſea- 
man, who lived in a cabin by a road fide, and 
only ſold a barrel of beer now and then, for the 


| ſupport of a large family. Deponent further de- 
| cClares 
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elares, that Mr. Griffith was never oppreſſive to 
him, further than making him pay his ale-licence; 
and that he never threatened to fine him ten 
pounds if he did not vote for Waddell Cunning- 
ham, and that Deponent, at the time alluded to, 
did not vote for him the faid Waddell Cunning- 
ham; and that parent was not a voter at ſaid 
election. 
Sworn 3 me this 251% day f 
January, 1788 (eight. ). : 


E. DAVYS WILSON, ayer. 


To the above Memorial I had not the honor of 
receiving any anſwer, which inclines me to think 


bis Excellency is prejudiced againſt me by ſome 
cruel and inhuman villain. I ſtill, however, have 
ſome hopes in his juſtice—that he will raiſe me 


and my poor family from- the depths of miſery 


into which I have been involved by my hetrayers. 


Oh God !—Oh God! how ſharper than ſerpents 
teeth are faithleſs friends. TI have done every thing 
in my power to raiſe myſelf on account of my fa- 
mily—were it not for them, long ſince would I 
be in eternity z but the dye is now caſt - and it 


lies with his Excellency alone to ſave me from an + 
untimely and 1 grave. 75 


Adieu, my dear fink; : 
5 | and believe me 
Dublin, Feb. 27, 85 your's till death. 
1788, | 
| AMT As GRIFFITH. 
A IL. ET. 
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DOMINICK TRANT, Es 

RELATIVE TO HIS PAMPHLET AGAINST THE 
PEASANTRY MUNSTER; 


AND THE DEATHR o 


ff 


Sir JOHN COLTHURST, Bart: | 
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DOMINICK TRANT, Es 


Dear DomiNiCK, 


81 have had the honor of knowing you 
ſince J was four years old, and as an old 
else fellow, an admirer of your abilities, and an in- 
limate acquaintance, permit me to take the liber- : 
ty of addreſſing a few lines to you; and let me 
tell you, Sir, that, though you have advanced 
yourſelf to wealth and conſequence by taking one 
fide of the queſtion, and I (on the contrary) have 
ruined myſelf by unfortunately and unthinkingly 
taking the ober; yet, it cannot be deemed a pre- 
ſumption, when 'tis well known, that there was 2 
time, and that not long fince, when you .were 
obliged to addreſs me, tho', perhaps, you won't 
give yourſelf time to recolle& it, in the moſt 
humble and ſubmiſſive manner for eighty-ſeven 
days, Dominick, at one time, have you been 
og to lead at the tribunal wad — juriſdio- 
non. 1 
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From, therefore, my perfect knowledge of you, 
have been the more aſtoniſhed at the peruſal of 
your pamphlet. My good friend, fure it would 
be much more laudable for you to take the part 
of the poor and miſerable peaſantry, than 
that of the opulent eſtabliſhed clergy. Your ſen- 
timents, I always thought, were liberal, your ſoul 
expanded, and every nerve and artery in your 
compoſition, J once imagined, beat to freedom : 
—but, alas ! how are the mighty fallen ?—Oh ! 
Dominick! the doctrine you have broached in 
your PAMPHLET OF PAMPHLETS, but little ſuits 
with your pleadings in favour of the foreigner and 
triendleſs, when you ſtrenuouſſy argued the caſe 
of the weaker party before me and my wiſe bre- 
thr en, at the memorable and tedious trial of the 
Chriſtina yu then held forth the tremendous 
champion of liberty in the very capital of our 
dear kingdom of Kerry, where both of us made 
our firſt 41 z. —you did, my friend, —and were 
looked up to with jult admiration; and [ myſelf, | 
though I could. not bring myſelf to think as you. 
ieemed to. do, angered, at your aſtoniſhing abi- 
ities—_and— 


weste is nn praiſe.” 
TICS 167 £7 

But, in the r an of this ſame RN Fr why bee 

you, been fo virulent againft the poor, inoffenſive 
catholicg ?—Your father, mother, and al your, 
anceſtofg, . ark. al excellent. holy ROMAN —_ 
THOLICS : 


You your/eif, in your early days, 
I perfectly 


4 i | i a 
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1 perfectly well remember, went to mas for 


although you are my elder, by at leaſt a dozen 
years, yet I recollect you ſince Ican recollect my- 
ſelf; indeed, as I ſaid before, ſince I was four 
years old. When the Demon of Diſcord took 
poſſeſſion | of Theophilus and the Prelate, and 
rouſed the noble pair to ſtir up the coals of ſedi- 
tion to ſome purpoſe, what need had you to ſtep 


in and make up the much reprobated perojal 


Tou ſee, Sir, the fatal conſequence z you were 
obliged (in your own defence I'll allow) to de- 


prive a worthy popular independent gentleman, 


and your own near neighbour too—of his exiſt- 
ence, ' ng 5 8 ; 


[ bad the honour of being acquainted with Sir 


John Colthurſt. You know very well, Dominick, 


though you did nat inſert his name in your pam- 
phlet, he was very well known to be the Caprarn 
you mentioned; and as a gentleman he could 
not do leſs than require and demand of you to 
certify from under your hand, that he was not 


the perſon you alluded to.—This you refuſed 


to do; and urged in excuſe, that every gentle- 
man in the Co. Cork might call on you in. the 
lame manner, The conſequence was, he ſent 
you a meſlage, and Ireland loſt by the iſſue, a 
man of honour, integrity and benevolence —a 
man, whoſe humanity alone, ſeemed to R 
larize him for crimination. 


This, my good friend, will in; a ts to you . 


whilſt you live, which all the biſhops, curates, 


deans 
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84 ] 
deans and chapters on earth will never be able to 
eradicate ;z——like the unhappy B-gw--ll, who, 
for ſome years before his death, conceited that 
he always ſaw that poor victim of party, the 
headleſs SHEEHY, at his elbow ;—ſo you will be 
ever haunted with the idea of your antagoniſt. 


You, Sir, particularly, attacked that worthy 
Baronet, as a friend to WHITEBOYISM,; ſurely, 

had you recollected yourſelf, had you been more 
on the BLARNEY, you might have held up to 
public view a remarkable AM AZ OMAN of your 
own particular acquaintance, who made herſelf 
very conſpicuous in eſpouſing the cauſe of the de- 
luded, famiſhed and infatuated peaſantry ;—in 
ſupplying them with ammunition, arms, and pro- 
viſions; and in ſpiriting and animating them up 
with declamatory orations, worthy the diction of 
a Roman matron ;—far would it be from that 
good lady to. proſtrate chappels, or to hang poor 
mendicant fryars, though they ſhould be ſo auler 
tunate as to have inelegant ſirnames. 


You have received the thanks of a Dean and | 
Chapter of St. Patrick's, for your Heroic exploits 
and humane doclrine you have alſo got a ridi- 
culous employment in an execrated inſtitution :— | 
You are a kind of jy uſt-afs, with 2 ſmall ſalary, 
and a reſtriction not to go into parliament; better. 
had i it been for you, Dominick, to have merited 
the thanks of your friends, couſins, and Clan- 


| geffiries in + cn ne now, inſtead. of 
Fa Wo thanking | 


EN 7, 8 mY 
thanking 3 you, muſt hold you in utter Jeteſtation : 


—Indeed, Sir, I pity you, am ſorry for your fall, 
and aſſure you, that, from my ſoul, I prefer be- 


ing what I am, —an INDEPENDENT MAN—with- 
out any dependance upon any being breathing, to 


what you are—a POLICE-MAN at beſt. 


. is: really altering to me, -even out ol re- 

ſpect to the manes of their good parents in their 

_ graves, that proteſtants of the moment, will fall 
foul on all belonging to them fie !—fie! this is 
as bad as Do eating DOG :—Theophilus's father 
was an - honeſt poor Roman Catholic, who re- 
canted, in order to qualify himſelf. to keep a pa- 
riſh ſchool , - νẽj. father, fir, was a reputable 
Roman Catholic, and died one: Why then in- 


ſult the aſhes of him who gave you being?—As 


for my part, Sir, my family have been all zealous 
| Proteſtants, and moſtly people high in truſt un- 


der government, poſſeſſing fine eſtates, and places 


of profit and honor; nor did I ever hear of one 


belonging to my father, mother, or wife, who 


Was a Roman Catholic, though, had they been all 
ſo, I ſhould not have liked them the worſe. Let 
every body purſue his road to Heaven his own 
way; I believe all who worſhip God, and do as 
they. would be done by, ſtand as fair a chance 


of immortal bliſs as the ſage Weſley, Father 


O'Leary, or the Biſhop of Coyne himſelf.— Lou lee, 


Dominick, what a liberal- minded e you old | 


fchool-teliaw is! e 
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Your rife in life, my friend, was more owi ng 
to chance than any exertions of your own ;—your 
handſome figure, good face, and elegant addreſs, 
Joined to your affected cockney mode of ſpeaking, 
(which the ladies all think peculiarly enchanting) 

tracted the attention of the amorous, liquoriſn, | 
old relict of a judge, who married you, died 


ſhortly after, and bequeathed you a princely for- 


inne, the earnings, ſavings and gleanings of the 
late Judge Bl-nn rh-ſ{-tt;; you then, Sir, married 
more ſuitably to your age, and received a ſecond 
fortune, with an amiable lady, differing widely in 
ſentiment from her. neareſt relatives ;—ſhe would 
neither profirate. chapels, ' or encourage white boys; 
fe would do nothing that could poſſibly tend to 
acts of inhumanity; for ſhe has, by all accounts, 
& a tear for pity, and a Þaunteous hand, ever open 

« to relieve the diſtreſſes of her fellow crea- 
*© tures.”'—— You, alſo, Sir, had cleverneſs to 


obtain from an old miſer, the father of his 


adopted, the late Lord R—v—rſd—le,. a very 
great bargain, (Dunkettle, the very farm you 
reſide on, when in the county of Cork) and, in- 
deed, in this, you have great merit, as no body 


ever got a bargain from him but yourſelf, and 


every creature who knew you both, were highly 
pleaſed at you ſucceſs; for, at that time every 
perſon who knew you, eſteemed you, whilſt, on 
the contrary, - they perfectly execrated the old 
colonel, who made an immenſe fortune in the 
moſt unfair manner; but, enough of him, and 
enough of you, Dominick. It is not, I'll be 
. 5 worn 


OF 


ſworn, the hope of canonivation by the eftabliſhed 
clergy, that influenced you to reform and hold 


up all thoſe of the profeſſion you deſerted, in 
uch odious colours. The god, things of this wan 
move more charms for you = 


But, before 1 conclude, give me leave to aſe 


vou one ſcrious queſtion :—Did you not think 


there were prejudices enough againſt the Roman 
Catholics, without your interference? Alas! there 
were enough to. chill humanity. Happy for 
them that philoſophy has, in a great meaſure, - 


done them away; but {til} there is a great deal of 


illiberality amongſt many of us; and much re- 
mains for philoſophy and reaſon to accompliſh. . 
Where then the neceſſity of your holding forth 
the Catholics of Ireland in ſuch abominable co- 


ours ? Were you ſmitten. with the love of lite- 
rature, and the fame of becoming an author? If 


ſo, there were many more elegible ſubjects for 


your pen. Beſides, Theophilus and the Bp 
of C—ne, ranſacked pages which were long 
given to oblivion, for arguments againſt what? 
——againſt HUMAN NATURE! And as chey 
anticipated your arguments, ſubjected you to the 
cenſure of critics, who accuſe you of plagiary. 
Eternal God! did you not think the ſituation of 
the peaſantry ſufficiently deplorable ! 


For my part, I 2flure you, before 1 ever had 
an idea of writing in their favour, my eyes have 
often—often filled with tears, beholding their mi- 
| ery 2 ne whilſt 1 was amongft them, 
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1 
1 mee as many of them as I. with TI do 
not mention this, in order; to; obtain the c teem 
of any deſcription of people - were they ſavages, 
(and indeed, their fate is infinitely worſe) my 3 
feelings would ſtill be the ſame. | And, poor as 1 
am this moment, the ſcanty dinner to which 1 
am going to ſit down, (Andrew Marvell's favou- 
rite bone) I would gladly ſhare it with any human 
being, whom I thought was hungry. My own. 
appetite has given me a Sudden call. The bone is 
on the table ( had a different dinner before I 
knew * ſo muſt conclude in a hury. | 
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Farewell, n « ny hero! — you performed the 
three theological virtues you wrote a pamphlet 
fought a duel and killed your man. That 
you may neverwrite—fight—or Kill anol her for 
your own ſake, as well. as that of bociety, is the. ? 


| ſincere Prayer of 4 


* 


Your affeQionate friend, 


| and quondam ſchool- fellow, # 


£ 4 
; J * 
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Dublin, March 2th, = AMYAS GRIFFITH. 
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OBSERVATIONS 
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Biſhop of Cloyne's Pamphlet, 
| 46: Wha THE | 
DOCTRINE or TI 
18 CANDIDLY CONSIDERED, 
„ To 2 | 
OPPRESSIVE any IMPOLITIC: 
„ 
LORDSHIP's ARGUMENTS 
. For the IxsRcunIT x of the 
PROTESTANT RELIGION, 


GROUNDLESS IND VISIONARY. 
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Prelates; nay Kings, may flouriſh or may fade, 

A breath may make them, as a breath has made; 
But a nBoLD PrasanTRY---a NaTion's PRIDE, 
lk once deſtroy'd, can never be ſupply'd.“ 
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| Biſhop of Cloyne's Pamphlet, Ge. 


mY 


SECTION IL 


7 KNOW by 1 many, who are unacquainted with 


my UNFORTUNAPE-STORY, it may be deem- 


ed a ſoleciſm in me to take up the pen in defence 


of the Roman Catholics of this kingdom—a peo- 
ple to whoſe intereſts 1 ſome time ſince appeared 


hoſtile. I allude 1 to the oppoſition I gave a party 


Who endeavoured to obtain for them the elective 
franchiſe. The idea was novel; and I conſidered 
it urged with too much precipitancy, I muſt at 
the ſame time confeſs, from all the information 1 
ever could collect, that the meaſure never otigi- 
nated with the Roman Catholics———the more 
enlightened Proteſtants united with the liberal 
and tollerant Preſbyterians, in order to extend 
to them ſuch indulgence. At that period I 
lived in habits of intimacy with the leading gen- 
tlemen of both parties; and had the Roman Ca- 
tholics made themſelves active in the buſineſs it 

would certainly have reached my ears. I muſt, 
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1 
therefore, perfectly acquit that people of the im- 
Prudent Zeal bien which a they have been charged. 


Perhaps, it may not be unneceſſary bs me nes 
to inform my readers, how. my conduct was influ- 
enced, with reſpect to the part I took on that 
occaſion. When the ſubject firſt came on. che 
tapis, I neither interfered for or againſt it—l en- 


 tirely reſigned it to the wiſdom of the legiſlature, 
without confidering the propriety ' or impropriety 


of the meaſure. Naturally the friend of all my 
fellow-creatures, and perſectly ſuperior to preju- 
dices of any ſort, had the queſtion reſted with me, 
philanthropy would have influenced the ſcale. 
Arguments might be uſed for and againſt any 
ſubject; but reaſon—impartial reaſon urges em- 
phatically the rights of human nature. However, 
as my principles brought me to the brink of ruin, 

and what I felt infinitely more forcibly, my Wife 
and children, ! J ſuffered myſelt. to be influenced 
by a, man who aſſured me, (he ſaid from authori- 
ty) that my continuance in office or diſmiſſal de- 
pended on the part I ſhould take on the ſubject 
of granting the electiye franchiſe to the Roman 
Catholics, and urged me to Publications which my 
heart. diſclaimed. Many may cenſure me ſor 
this but they are not fathers of families, and in 
my ſituation, who would throw a ſtone at me 


C4 


2, Ame i E ; nature, Leh, let the wile 
« Say what they will,” 


TE 


But my conduct could not avert the ſtorm.— 
The wretch, who before me dropt tears at the 
approaching calamity which threatened me, was 
all the time privately planning my ruin. He was 


4n the confidence of ſome of the firſt characters 


in the mn and abuſed that confidence to 5 
deſtruction, e 1 


80 much I —_ neceſſary to premiſe, by way 
of preface to a pamphlet—the object of which is 
to demonſtrate, in oppoſition to the Biſhop of 

Cloyne's chain of reaſoning (as us modeſtly terms it) 

that tithes are 1MPOLITIC and OPPRESSIVE; and 

that his Lordthip's apprehenſions for the inſecurity 

of the Proteitant religion are onouxprxss, vI- 
SIONARY and AZSURD. 


My firſt 1 T ſhall now enter on; and 
reſerve the next for my ſecond ſection. I ſhall 
dedicate the third to general obſervations. 


That Tithes are impolitic and oppreſſive, is a 


ſubject more intereſting to the poor peaſantry than 


the elective franchiſe for it comprehends almoſt 
their very exiſtence. Indeed, there never was a 
period of the Iriſh Hiſtory when its peaſantry 
were more wretched, or I might ſay, ſo wretched 
as they are at preſent; and inſtead of any proſpect 
brightening to their view, clouds more black, and 
planets more malignant, are ſtill ſeen riſing in a 
_ perpetual ſucceſſion, and darkening their hori- 
eee | 
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The neceſſaries and conveniencies of life, it 
muſt be admitted by every diſpaſſionate man, 
are ſtill becoming more and more difficult to be ob- 
tained. Formerly rents were moderate, and food of 
courſe plenty. Now rents are enormous, and food 
in a great meaſure beyond the means of the 
lower claſſes in many parts of the kingdom: This 


1 know myſelf to be a fact, for I have had the 
beſt opportunities of forming myſelf in e dif- 


ferent provinces. 


i 


But it is unneceſſary for me to point out to a 


judicious public the peculiar hardſhips under which 


the lriſn peaſantry labour The whole kingdom is 


already ſatisfied on that ſubject every one admits 
their oppreſſion to be founded. Firſt, the eſtated 


gentleman, for the conſideration of an advanced 
premium, ſets his lands to middle-men—beings un- 
known to any other foil; nay, he ſets thetn before 
his poor induſtrious tenants have the leaſt intimation 


of his deſign: Secondly, this middle-man grinds 


the face of the poor, by exacting rack rents, and 
giving at the ſame time no employment to labourers: 
Thirdly, the labourers hire, notwithſtanding the 
decreaſe of the value of money, the increaſe of 
their rents, and the high price of proviſions, has 
not been augmented theſe hundred years 
Fourthly, tithes are more rigorouſly exacted from 
the poor than from the rich. The clergy are loath 
to exaſperate wealthy men by demanding the 
utmoſt farthing of their revenues; they therefore. 
err a compenſation from them. This compen- 


ſation 
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ation is reduced according to the conſequence and 
property of the man: infomuch that in ſome caſes 
Thave known it to be next to nothing. The clergy, 
however, have their reaſons for this condeſcenſion; 
and the poor man pays, in proportion, fifty, nay, 
one hundred times more for his ridge of potatoes, 
than the nobility and gentry do fer their crops.— 
Fifthly, the impoſitions of the tithe-farmers, tithe- 
proctors, &c. &c. all of whom oppreſs the poor, 


and realize properties on their very vitals. Add to 
all thoſe cauſes which combme for the wretchednefs 


of our peaſantry, that the Abſentees-of Ireland 
alone would be ſufficient to'keep' them in a. ſtate 
of indigence and beggary. To' think: of ſuch a 
number of our nobility and gentry to be-conſtantly 
draining this devoted country of annualmillions !— 
Indeed, the Ir iſn have been always accuſed of in- 
dolence and want of exertion ; and J believe not 
without ſome degree of reaſon. However, if they 
were the molt active people on earth, ſuch a con- 
ſtant drain of their ſpecie could not but be attended 
with the moſt injurious conſoquenony 
Excluſive of all the hardſhips I have mentioned, 
the peaſantry have their own clergy to ſupport ; 
beſides hearth-money, county-ceſſes, church- rates, 
and tolls, and cuſtoms, which are frequently made 


jobbs of. I have ſeen families in all parts of the 


kingdom, abandon their miſerable dwellings, with 
their blanket and the pot in which they boiled their 
potatoes —all the moveables they had on earth, and 
wy e themſelves up and down the country io avoid 
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paying hearth- money, which is only two, ſhillings. 
I have enquired was there a fair or patron on the, 


ſide of a hill, when I faw it covered with ſuch miſe- 
rable beings—who were flying from the hearth- 
money leser. 


From hs Biſhop 1 Cloyne! . 9 e 
ſuppoſe the nation on the very point of an inſurrec- 
tion—the church about to be annihilated and the. 
conſtitution on the verge of deſtruction. However, 
his Lordſhip does not know the real ſtate of the 
country; if he did he would not have committed 
himſelf for a production, the very idea of which 
ſhould crimſon his face. I Know the interior ſtate. 
of Ireland as well as any man in the kingdom, and. 
in the face of che world I contradict (though. with. 


all deference)... his Lordſhip. What could be his 
motives for writing ſuch a pamphlet, I am. at a loſs : 


2 


to divine. I have every reaſon to think the preſent 
Government a very liberal one. Secretary Orde- 
demonſtrated a diſpoſion of uniting rather than of: 


dividing the inhabitants of Ireland. He ftands 


pledged to the nation, to bring forward a ſy ſtem 
of education for our youth of all gg — 


This 


4. the lime 1 Wrote this pamper, 7 really nog 
gined Seer etary Orde merited this compliment. His 
Hh lem of. education, however ; which. be; afterwards 8 
mtr educed 79. the Houſe of. Commons, was ſuch as. 
the Roman Cat, bolics could not approve ;. nor do 1 
magine the clery 5 that ' deſcription. would permit. 

| | ther 


, 
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This conduct of the Iriſh miniſter does not promiſe 
preferment or favour to the preacher of perſecution z 
| therefore I am at the greater loſs to account for 
the Prelate's motives for turning writer. Truth he 


has not adhered to ; and though in England he 


may obtain credit, he will be contradicted by every 


man who knows Ireland, and has its proſperity at 
heart. I conſider his pamphlet a libel on the nati- 


on—injurious to its interefts and derogatory to the 
honour of its eſtabliſhed religion. 


And here I am led to take notice of a circum- 


| ſtance which has recently occurred. I do 


not give it as a poſitive fact, but as a report that has 
been received in the city as ſuch; A ſeminary 
had been erected in the town of Carlow, for the 
education of Roman Catholicks, which a Proteſ- 
rant writer judiciouſly obſerved would prove THE 


TOMB OF DISTINCTIVE PREJUDICES, if properly 


carried into effect. This Seminary was underta- 
N LL taken 


their flocks to avail themſelves of its partial advan= 
tage. It might be called rather à political ſyſtem. 
As it went to inſpire jealouſies for the ſuperior ad- 
 bantages held out to other deſcriptions, it ought to be 
unpopular. It would create much matter for murmur 
ing, might revive prejudices, and therefore, was 
dictated, in my humble opinion, by TY and 
intolerance. 
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ken by Doctor Delany, titular Biſhop of the dio- 
ceſe of Leighlin. In the courſe of my life I never 
heard of a more amiable character than this gen- 
tleman, though I have not the honour of his ac- 
quaintance. Did my antagoniſt poſſeſs ſuch feelings 
as the humane, benevolent and enlightened Delany, 
1 ſhould not perhaps, have impoſed on myſelf the 
trouble of writing this pamphlet. I hope 1 ſhall 
be pardoned here for a ſmall digreſſion from the 
line of my ſubject. , Since I committed the firſt 
edition of this pamphlet to the preſs, I made it 
my buſineſs particularly to enquire relative to this 
ſeminary. It is a ſubject of national importance, 

and well worthy the | conſideration of govern- 
ment, | | 


The moſt natural prejudice which can ariſe in 
the minds of Iriſh proteſtants, muſt proceed from 
the following cauſes; Catholic clergy receive 

their education for the moſt part in a Catholic 
country, politically hoſtile to our eſtabliſhments ;— 
it is at leaſt probable, the French avail themſelves 
of this opportunity of infuſing injurious partiali- 
ties ;—the-generality of prieſts are men of little 
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ht information, therefore the more liable to be de- 
. ceived themſelves by the enemies of Ireland; — 
90 


they poſſeſs an unlimited aſcendancy over thoſe of 


their communion, and can mould their opinions 
at pleaſure. 
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Thus there is room for the ſuſpicions of illibe- 
rality; the force of which appearing to that ſecond 
1 Ts * 5 
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Ganganelli- the venerable Delany—he, at the ſa- | 


crifice of his private property, generouſly ſtepped 
forward on this occaſion, hoping to do away every 
loop on which a doubt could be hung of the 
loyalty of Iriſh Catholics. With the aſhſtance 
and concurrence of his more enlightened bre- 
thren, he undertook the building of an elegant 
ſeminary in the town of Carlow, in order to pre- 
| clude the neceſlity of the clergy going abroad 
for education; and let it be recorded for the 
| honour of the nation, that by the voluntary con- 
tributions of Proteſtant gentleman, he has been 
greatly aſſiſted in carrying his moſt patriotic and 
philanthropic deſign into execution. 


5 in point of | Gityation, no ſpot —_ 15 found in 


the kingdom ſo convenient as Carlow for this 
ſeminary. The cheapneſs of proviſions, and the 


ſalubrity of the air, combined to render it moſt 
eligible, The building is now compleated — and 


ſtands a ſilent monument. of the intolerance of 


certain biſhops of the eſtabliſhed church, who ab- 

ſolutely prohibited any other ſpecies of learning 
than the claſſics to be taught there. — * Tell it not 
in Gath”—the eſtabliſhed Biſhop, of that dioceſe 
peremptorily refuſed to admit Catholics to a native 
education!!! What a ſhallow politician muſt he 
be, who, by compelling ſo many of our country- 
men to go abroad, not only occaſions a conſide- 


rable drain of our f. Pecie, but expoſes the victims 


of his intolerance to a depravity of civil and reli- 
gious principle. He ſends them to imbibe the 


NZ2 : prejudices 
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prejudices of arbitrary ſtates, and contract an 
attachment to their forms of government. He 


ſends them to unite themſelves in the ſtricteſt 
bonds of friendſhip with' the natural enemies of 


| their country, whom they muſt ever after conſider 


as the dear companions of their youth, and feel 
impelled to promote their intereſts by the pleaſe > 
ing recollection of the days of innocence and un- 
diſturbed enjoyment they paſſed together, while 
they muſt look upon their perſecutors with differ- 
ent ſentiments, who caſt them out in their infancy 
like ſo many polluted things, and received them 


again only on ſufferance. 


I ts difficult to imagine how any Proteſtant can, 
on his own moſt diſtinguiſhed principles, oppole 
the extenſion of all the advantages of education 
to the Catholics, and even their Emancipation 
from every diſability and civil reſtraint, on ac- 
count of their religious opinions: for the ground- 
work of Proteſtantiſm is, that liberty of con- 
ſeienee, and the right of private judgment, 


ſhould be held ſacred; and that truth may be 


beſt defended by her natural and proper weapons 


— ſound arguments, and candid inveſtigation, 1 
Error courts darkneſs; - but truth can receive no in- 


Jury from light. The more truth is examined and 


underſtood - the more it will be reſpected and 


revered. Mankind are apt to ſuſpect that cauſe 3 iS | 


weak which flies from the fair field, and demands 
that its adverſary Gould be difarnzed 3 before it 


| | | | will 
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will riſk an' encounter. Beſides, the vulgar attach 
a degree of reverence to any perſuaſion that is per- 
ſecuted, and even more enlightened and. gene- 
rous minds will ſcruple to forſake a ſuffering 
cauſe, leſt their deſertion might appear a timid 
and mercenary apoſtacy, and not the effect of 
conviction. On theſe grounds, every friend to 
true religion, and every liberal ſtateſman muſt 
wiſh to. the Catholics the benefit of education in 
their native country, as fully as to thoſe of other 
perſuaſions ; and alſo that when the temper of 
the times permits, they may be placed in every 
other reſpect on a-footing with their countrymen. 
While human nature remains the fame, it will be 
found that the moſt effectual mode of attaching 
men to a government, and making them prefer it 
to all others, is to admit them to enjoy every 
privilege under it; and, in ſhort, to place them 
in ſuch a ſituation that they muſt be loſers by a 
change. Let Catholics ſtudy at home, and 
Whatever prejudices they contract, will be the 
prejudices of Iriſnmen. Though they diffet from 
Proteſtants in religious principles, they will im- 
bibe the ſpirit of our free conſtitution, which the 
example of other countries proves not incempa- 
tible with the profeſſion. of the Catholic faith. 
They will contract that love for their country 
which is natural to Iriſhmen, who have been wits 
veſſes from their infancy of the peculiar bleſſings 

of that government. under which they drew their 
firſt breath. They will get connected with Pro- 
teltalts of cheir own age and rank, and form 


thoſe | 
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- thoſe early intimacies with them, which time can 
never afterwards obliterate. : 


The Archbiſhop of Dublin and his pious brother 
of Caſhel, as well as the zolerant prelate of 
Kildare, and my noble adverſary, would have ex- 
expended the ſums they ſubſcribed towards carry- 
ing on their ſoporiferous evening paper more lau- 
dably in endowing the ſeminary of Carlow, which 

is now complete, and will perpetuate their intole- 
rance and propenſities for perſecution to future 
generations. Their conduct is a deep blot on our 
government, and loudly calls for the interference 
of the Marquis of Buckingham, who is an en- 
tghtened and juſt character; and a man I am 
happy to think, who is not at all venerated by 
the holy bench. Indeed, this is a compliment to 
his underſtanding. It ſurpriſes me not a little 
that one man of ability cannot be found amongſt 
them all, to write for a paper they have eſtabliſh- 
ed at ſo great an expence, for the humane purpoſe 
of abuſing the poor peaſantry. On my conſciencel 
almoſt fell aſleep the other evening over a reverend 
eſſay, which, by the bye, favored. more of a ſermon. 
My noble. adverſary himſelf. would make a better 
_ editor than any of the miſerable, but ſacred ſcrib- 
blers, who are we paid to write . for that 

print. | 
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How differente a policy' tom that of our Clergy, 
direQts the councils of the preſent King of France, 
He publiſhed an arret, about two years fince, re- 
voking the Droit d Aubaine, and g'Ving toleration 
i to 


— 
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to fore gners of all religions to ſettle in France, and 


purchaſe lands. He alſo notified to the Baron de 


Creteuil, Preſident of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences, his pleaſure, for the admiſſion of perſons 
of every religious denomination into that acade- 


my—In conſequence of which the Baron de Du- 


trich, a Lutheran, was immediately elected a naſſo- 

ciate—his Majeſty confirmed his election, with 
the greateſt ſatisfaction, and ſeveral other Proteſt- 
tants have ſince obtained the ſame honour of being 


elected, and confirmed by the King's authority, 


Members of the Royal Academy of Sciences. 
What a contraſt in the French King and the Iriſh 
Prelates! l 


But to return from this digreſſion: As an indivi- 
dual I muſt conſider myſelf intereſted in the proſpe- 
rity and honour of the Church of Ireland of which 
I have the happineſs to be a member; I cannot 
therefore but behold with the utmoſt deteſtation 
the inſiduous artifices employed in this enlightened 
age to revive obſolete prejudices. While Germa- 
ny, France, and all other Catholic ſtates around us, 
afford examples of benevolence and toleration, a 


Prelate of the Proteſtant religion prob pudor — 


comes forward with the horn of perſecution, and 
blows it more loud than that curate who ſounded 
one of the Right-boy's horns on Cloghnakilty mount, 
as a deception to lure them about him, that he 
might with the aſſiſtance of his mercenaries, butcher 
them unarmed and without their being able to 
make reſiſtance, 1 believe the world will join in 


opinion 
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opinion with me, that it would be a more eligidle 
- purſuit for his Lordſhip to be writing ſermons, than 
to aſſume the pen of a Weſley. for the purpoſe of 
throwing the nation into a ferment. I know not of 
any reaſon why. he ſhould be ſo much alarmed for 
d the preſent ſtate of the Church of Ireland 
its precarious ſituation, and the conſequent _ 
« danger to the public.” It is probable I may 
meet his reſeatment for the freedom with which I 
muſt neceſſarily treat his opinions ; however, 1 
ſhall chearfully ſubmit to that misfortune in the 
cauſe of TRUTH, folemnly declaring at the ſame 
time, that I have no object whatever in view by 
this publication, but the intereſts of my native 
country, and the honour of my religion, both of 
which I conſider materially affected by the Prelate” 5 
imprudent and ill-timed production. 

His 4 is . to cha Paſſions —not to the 
underſtanding of his readers; and he hopes to gain 
proſelytes to his opinion by working on prejudices 
which humanity ſhould rather ſink ſtill deeper than 
draw from their oblivion. Every argument he 
made uſe of, has been employed a hundered times 
before and for a very laudable purpoſe—that of 
ſtirring up father againſt ſon—brother againſt brother 
—and confounding the feeling and ties of nature, 
in bigotry and party zeal. It is natural he ſhould 
with to keep the people h59d-winked; but his pride 
if the ſacredneſs of his habit had no influence ſhould 
keep him ſuperior to a meanneſs which is only fit for 
ſuch a fanatic as Weſley. By ſolid argument, as 
. 1 | 5 I chall 


L : 10s 73 

1 ſhall immediately prove, he could never defend 
ſo impolitic a law as tithes; indeed, he almoſt 
forgot the dignity of his character in the magni- 
| tude of his terror for the decreaſe of his revenue— 
poor man! 5 2 


\ — 
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That Tithes ate a grievance—that they are re- 
pugnant to the laws of God—and could have no 


foundation but in ignorance and ſupetſtition—that 


a commutation is indiſpenſibly requifite—and that 
the. honour of the Clergy and the intereſts of 
Religion call aloud for a commutation ; I truſt I 
ſhall be able to prove to the perfect ſatisfaction of 
every impartial reader. But firſt I ſhall give the 
definition of tithes. _ 


Tithes, according to the Eccleſiaſtical law, are 
defined to be the Tenth Part of the annual 


profits of land, cattle, and : perſonal induſtry 


of the inhabitants. The firſt ſpecies is called 
prædial, as of corn, graſs, wood, &c. — the 
ſecond mixed, as wool, milk, fowl, pigs, &c. 
the third per ſonal, as of manual occupations, 
trades, fiſhertes, &c. of all which a tenth part, 
8 agreeable to the letter of the Eccleſiaſtical law, 
as interpreted by our holy mother the church—and'a 
pretty mother ſhe is! belongs / jure arvino, to the 
clergy. Is1 It neceſlary for me here to declare ſuch 
a tax to be an impoſition on mankind? Can any 
perſon read it without accounting it infamous ? 
For my part I am aſtoniſhed at the ignorance and 
credulity of Proteſtants, in retaining one of the 
; | 9: -* moſt 
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moſt important errors that ever crept into the 
Church of Rome an error that has been the 
ſource of all that ſuperſtition and epiſcopal tyranny 
which occaſioned the Reformation. Did the 
Cler gy, however, dare to exact Tithes agreea- 
able to their own definition of the word, there is 
not a merchant, manufacturer, tradeſman, or ar- 
tificer, from the higheſt to the loweſt, in any 
part of the Britiſh empire, but they might with 
equal propriety call on for an annual tenth of 
their profits, as they do on the miſerable peaſan- 
try for a tenth of their ridge of potatoes. Nay 
more, I apprehend there is not a gentleman in 
office, from the Lord Chancellor down to a ſuper- 
numerary gauger, but they might demand of, a 
a tenth of their yearly ſalaries and perquiſites. I 
appeal to their definition of the word T7 it hes, and 
then to the candour of my 71D 


Since then the Clergy, agreeable to their laws, 
are entitled to a tenth part of the annual profits 


and emoluments of every man in the dominions, _ 


why, in God's name, do they not demand their 
79 right ? They tell us, we are bound ex con/ct- 
entio, to pay them their lauf dues ; therefore, 
it muſt be ſinful/ in us to withhold any part of 
what their laws define to belong to them. Iam 
afraid, at this rate, we have very few who merit 
canonizaiton at their hands. Chriſtian Charity for 
our ſouls ſhould induce them to #cvi/e their laws; 

for otherwiſe L am certain, as commerce will be 
tound to increaſe, the ſins of the nation will mul- 


tiply 


[. 107 x 
_ tiply with its riches. No man will voluntarily give 
up to their uſe a tenth of his yearly profits, &c. 
Rs the /in he may incur by retaining 
The Clergy, however, ought to inſiſt on all 
Fol revenues, and employ Tithe Farmers, Proc- 
tors, and Conſtables to collect them in the Metro- 
polis as well as in the mountains. The law which 
ſanctions the one ſanctions the other, ſince its 
original meaning extends to all without a ſhadow 
of diſtinction.— My readers, however, will im- 
pute, dare ſay, their extreme moderation in this 
reſpect, to reaſons very different from generoſity, 
as their conduct in few inſtances can be reproached 
with ſuch indiſcretion the contrary has ever been 
the diſgrace of the ſanctuary. | | 


Tithes commenced and ceaſed with the Jewiſh _ 
Theocracy. If they were ever eſtabliſhed jure 
divino, it certainly was at that period. I ſhall not 
take upon me to prove they were not eſtabliſhed 
jure divino; becauſe it is in the firſt place unne- 
ceſſary; and in the ſecond, though I ſhould de- 
monſtrate they were not, as clear as the day light, 
ſtill I ſhould be liable to contradiction; for as 
Shakeſpeare obſerves, the Devil could wreſt texts 
of Scripture to his purpoſe. My object is to keep 
ſimply to the fact, that they have not been eſta- 
bliſhed in the New Law by Jeſus Chriſt, or any of 
his apoſtles—of this I am as well ſatisfied as I am 
of my exiftence——and ſo is every man of the 
leaſt information, notwithſtanding all the ſophiftry | 
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of all the Divines in the world, to ſupport the ; 
contrary. | 

Jeſus Chriſt preached a different doctrine he 
had not a place whereon to lay his head. Merciful 
God! can thoſe men be your true and faithful 


diſciples, whom I behold in the moſt ſuperb car- 


riages, baſking in all the luxuries of life? Can 
they be the preachers of your word ?—You-who 


were meek and humble of heart—who recom- 


mended to your followers, poverty and a deſertion 
of the good things of this World ? Can I ſuppoſe 
you ordained them to ſpread: more wretchedneſs 
than you ever intended to chaſten offending man 
with ? Or can I ſuppoſe it is merely for your love 
and honour that they now tremble for their enor- 
mous dues? No, my God, I will never believe it. 
My idea of thy perfections is too elevated. 


Gentle reader, forgive me this apoſtrophe 


From the time Fithes ceaſed with the Jewiſh. 
Theocracy, we never hear of their exiſting any 
where, till the Church fell into errors and extrava - 
gancies. During her primitive purity, mention 


was never made of them. But when temporal 


politics blended with Religion—when the Clergy, . 
inſtead of the Pulpit, . began to harangue in the 


Ouncils of Kings when they began to deviſe 


plans for a. dominion over the World, far more 
tyrannical than. that of antient Rome, then it was 
chat Tithes were introduced as the grand means of 

58 accompliſhing | 


E 

accompliſhing their ends. Is it not evident, 
hence, that Tithes are repugnant to the laws of 
God ? Surely, if the Founder of Religion meant 
that ſo important a tax ſtwuld be eſtabliſhed on 
mankind, for the maintenance of the Clergy, he 
would have in ſome: inſtance intimated his deſign. 
The contrary, however, is evident from every 
ſentence that fell from his lips. St. Paul, the moſt 
learned and ſublime of his Apoſtles, with his 

own hands laboured for a livelihood, and recom- 
mended his example to others. How then, can 


any man ſeriouſly tell me, that Tithes were inſti- 
tuted jure divino 2 


I before obſerved I would not defend the idea 
| «: Tithes not having originated jure divins, in the 
Jewiſh Theocracy. But admitting that was the 
caſe, I truſt my readers are ſatisfied they were 
never countenanced by the Meſſiah ; and there- 
fore were never inſtituted by divine right in the 
Chriſtian ſyſtem. I muſt remark alſo, that in the 
Jewiſh Theocracy, the Poor were always intitled 
to their part of Tithes, and the perſons Who paid 
them were entertained by the prieſthood. The 
eſtabliſned clergy are the moſt uncharitable, un- 

feeling beings in exiſtenae.s 5165 
655 Titles: were nad in England, 
Charlemagne eſtabliſhed them in France; very 
diſferently from the preſent plan. He divided 


them into four parts. The firſt part was appro- 


pria ted to maintain the edifice of the Church 
5 | =_ 


mme 
the ſecond, to . the poor a third, to 


ſupport the biſhops and, the fourth, che Paro- 
288 Clergy. 


| Wugt period Tithes were introduced into Eng- 
land, has not been rightly aſcertained; however, 
on their firſt introduction every man had a liberty 
of paying them to what clergymen he pleaſed, 
which was called arbitrary conſecration of Tithes: 
But after the different dioceſes had been divided 
into pariſhes, the Tithes of each pariſh were then 
allotted to its reſpective paſtors —Arbitrary con- 
ſecrations however took place again, and were in 
general uſe until the reign of King John; this was 
owing probably to the intrigues of thoſe who were 
called the regular Clergy, or Monks of the Bene- 
dictine and other orders. Theſe Monks by aſſu- 
ming a greater degree of ſanctity than the ſecular 
Clergy, hoped to draw all eccleſiaſtical profits to 
their own coffers :>— This will account for the / 
number and the riches of the Monaſteries and reli- 
' _  gtous houſes, which were founded in thoſe days, 
and which were frequently endowed with Tithes— 
For as a lay-man was obliged to pay Tithes, and 
had power either to pay them to Regulars or Secu- 
lars ; they generally preterred the former It was 
alſo deemed good policy for a great man in thoſe 
times to build an AB BEV, and pay Tithes to his 
Monks, or elſe grant them to ſome Abbey already 
erected : Since for this donation which coſt: the 
patron little or nothing, he might (according to = 
me Go II of the . which in fact gave 
birth 


„ 


birth to Tithes) have maſles offered up for his cout 
0 the very end of time:—This then was the 
grand inducement for prefering the Regulars to 
the Seculars. By theſe ARBITRARY. Conse- 
CRATIONS of Tithes, the pariſh Clergy in proceſs 
of time became miſerably poor, till Pope Innocent 
the Third, about the year 1200 ſent a DrcreTaL 
LETTER to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, to re- 
lieve the Secular Clergy : This letter has been 
miſtaken by ſome writers, and amongſt the reſt by 
Sir Henry Hobart, for a decree of the Council of 
Lateran, held in 1179. 


2 think it * here be aſked with propriety, 
why a Pope's letter, or even a decree of the coun- 
cil of Lateran, ſhould be received in the Britiſh 
empire with all the force of an Act of Parliament? 
Does it not prove ſtill clearer and clearer, that an 
abridgment of the Clergy's authority and revenues 
was indiſpenſible? Sir Edward Coke indeed has 
aſſerted, that it bound not only the lay ſubjects of the 
realm, but being reaſonable and juſt, it was allowed 
of, and ſo become lex terre. I do not rightly com- 
prehend Sir Edward, I believe; for if che Pope's 
letter became lex terræ, I think the lay ſubjects were 
bound by it to all intents and purpoſes facts ſpeak 

for themſelves it put an effectual ſtop to all arbi- 
trary conſecrations of Tithes from that day to the 
period of the reformation. 


[ would not wiſh at all to be underſtood as argu- 
ing againft the propriety of a decent proviſion for 
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our eſtabliſhed clergy Some mode of maintenance 
is neceſſary; but I contend for it that a more elegi- 
ble one might be adopted than Tithes, however 
ſanctioned by antiquity or cuſtom, which is all the 


warmeſt advocates of the clergy can ſay in the be- 
half of Tithes. There was a time antiquity or 
cuſtom, would preclude enquiry; but people are 
not fo eaſily convinced at preſent. By their func- 


tions the Clergy are ſuppoſed to be eſtranged from 
the world. withont opportunities of providing for 


themſelves dedicating their. whole time to the 


cure of fouls. Thrice happy would it be for the 


ration were this the cale;—the contrary alas! is 
but too apparent. 

But. it is not a ſufficient reaſon for aboliſting 
Tithes and ſubſtituting ſome other mode of main- 
tenance, that they render the Clergy perfectly 
odious throughout the kingdom ? Travel through 
any parc of the nation, Eaſt, Weſt, North, or 
South, and you will hear of nothing but execrations 

againſt that reſpectable body. Of what efficacy 
then can all their writings and preachings be ?—ls 
not the very end of their miſſion thus effectually 
deſtroyed? It is in vain that they tell me they are 
propagating ſound morals and religion amongſt the 
laity, and making converts and penitents by pre- 


cept and example — l know too well to hearken 


to ſuch a tale, that they are held in the moſt deſpi- 


cable point of view—equally ſo with their Tithe- 


farmers, Proctors and Conſtables, The facred 
| „ ol 


E ing Þ 


habit ſhould no more be ſuſpected, of rapine or 
extortion, than the wife of Cæſar of her chaſtity— 
ior whatever operates pernicious to religion ſhould 
be guarded againſt as a real evil. The obnoxious 
buſineſs of a Tax-gatherer is but ill ſuited to their 
dignity or function, who ſhould be ſupported in a 
manner leaſt burthenſome and moſt convenient 
to the people; and not be expoſed to conteſts per- 
petually with their pariſhioners, whoſe good opi- 
nion and affections it is their immediate duty to 
cultivate. 


It is very remarkable that the eſtabliſhed clergy 
ia Scotland, in the United Provinces, and the Swiſs 
Cantons, are infinitely more reſpected, and in fact, 
more uſeful than the eſtabliſhed clergy in England 
or Ireland. The reafon is obvious—Tithes, that 
remnant of antient popery, (which is different 
from the Catholic communion of the preſent day), 
are aboliſhed in the former countries, but retained 
in the latter. In thoſe countries, however, a de- 
cent moderate competence is provided for their 
clergy, which though far inferior to theſe on our 
eſtabliſhment in general, is nevertheleſs adequate 
to all their wants and wiſhes ; and they are much 
more famed for their learning and piety than our 
Clergy, and conſequently have a greater aſcen- 
dancy over their reſpective flocks, and enjoy the 
pleaſing reflection of having their inſtructions at- 
tended to with a veneration and awe ſeldom felt by 
our ar clergy ; WhO think of little elſe than debau- 
S | chery 
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chery and diſſipation.— God forgive them !-— 
Amen ! | 


The eſtabliſhed clergy of Scotland, than whom, 
none are more eminent for the purity of their man- 
ners, and, at the ſame time, influence amengft the 
people, have but very moderate ſalaries. Their 

entire revenue, including their glebe or church- 
lands, and the rents of their manſes, does not ex- 
ceed the revenues of five or ſix of our biſhops; on 
which however very nearly a thouſand clergymen, 
as reſpectable for learning, piety and uſefulneſs, 
as any inthe world, ſubſiſt, decently and indepen- 
dently. Is not this a clear demonſtration, that it 
is not an immenſe revenue that the dignity of the 
church can be beſt ſupported by ?——Thoſe clergy 
can only maintain reſpect, who are not ſubjected to 
be conſtantly in litigation with their pariſhioners, 
nor to be deemed a public burthen. The Scotch 
clergy are happy in this reſpect, and maintain that 
influence over the minds of the multitude which 
can only enable them to perform their duties pro- 
pPerly.— This will alſo in a great meaſure account 
for the very few diſſenters from their church, that 
have ever been known, while ſwarms from ours 
are perpetually taking place. 


In the nature of things there muſt ever be a 
general prejudice againſt tithes, becauſe the inte- 
reft of all the laity is affected by them; therefore, 
though they are not oppreſſive, ſtill it is evident 
they are umpolitic. I do not aſſert that the whole 85 
1 body 


E 
body of the clergy are guilty of avarice and ex- 
tortion. God fprbid, human nature was ſo depra- 
ved! There are many of them exemplary in their 
conduct; and many of them the reverſe. How- 
ever, I will not point out a fingle individual for 
cenſure or crimination. In every community there 
are good and bad; and the clergy are only men 
like others, ſubject to all the weakneſſes and paſ- 
ſions of humanity. I am by no means an advo- 
cate of inſurrection or outrage of any kind, nor do 
1 think tiches, oppreſſive as they really are, can 
Juſtify violations of the law, _ The conſtitution has 
pointed out the proper road for redreſs—by peti- 
tion to the legiſlature; and this much I will tay, 
that many poor clergymen would be highly grati- 
fied and benefitted alſo by a reform. Illegal vio- 
lence in this caſe tends to defeat its own object; 
and thoſe eſtated gentlemen, in a certain county 
particularly, who have exerted themſelves in fanning 
an imprudent zeal ſhould reflect, that they ani 
might n in the conflagration. 7 


8 de a commutation fi tithes will, 
it is reported, take place, Biſhop Watſon, that 
benevolent man, perceives the urgent neceſlity of 
ſuch a meaſure, and will do all that in him lies, to 
carry it into effect. Earl Bathurſt is alſo ſaid to 
be preparing the outlines of a bill, ſo that we 
may ſhortly expect to hear of a reformation in their 
mode of maintaining their eſtabliſhed clergy. 
Indeed, reforms of this complexion; | ſeem at pre- 
fent to be engaging moſt ſtates in Europe, where 
5 „ tithes. 
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tithes have been continued. Even in France, 


whoſe eſtabliſhed church is daily forging ſhackles 


for millions of the human ſpecies, * the clergy are 
ſeriouſly employed in ſuppreſſing the collegiates 
and every other prebends annexed to churches that 


are not archiepiſcopal, in order to apply the in- 
come of theſe livings to thoſe of the inferior 


clergy, which body is there, as in theſe kingdoms, 
in a moſt wretched ſituation. Beſides, this revo- 
lution in the Gallican church, another kind of 
livings called priories, the revenues of which are 
immenſe, will be taken out of the hands of their 
preſent poſſeflors, and made over to the more uſeful 
claſſes — the 5 diſtreſſed clergy. 


Hence we may reaſonably ſuppoſe the Legiſla- 
ture of Ireland will not treat with indifference a 
ſubject of ſuch importance as tithes, when all 


Europe perceives their injurious tendency. A gen- 


tleman (Mr. Grattan, who brought this buſineſs 


forward laſt ſeſſion, and will again early in the 


next) or very diſintereſted princi ples will ſhortly 


Introduce a bil} into the Houſe of Commons for a 


commutation. A popular northern Prelate has 
countenanced the meaſure. Its neceſſity is appa- 
rent—the Nation demands it, and the voice of the 
. muſt be heard. „ 


0 5 0 „ But, 
* My holy antagoniſts ſentiment ; from which, as 
2 om moſt of bis principles, I profeſs myſelf a diſſenter, 


ibough a Proteflant. £ bave a regard for my character, 


and "would not wiſh to be accounted an ignorant 
bigot. 


1 

But, waving all common objections, are not the 
eſtabliſhed clergy perfectly deteſted by all deſerip- 
tions of people in this kingdom? Are they not 
marked out for the abomination of the people? 
If ſo, what ſervice can they be of towards obtain- 
ing ſalvation for their ſouls. The churches are de- 
ſferted, except St. Peter's. The uncommon abi- 
lities of Mr. Kirwan continually attract them there, 
for which he has been cenſured from moſt pulpits 
in Dublin, ſo narrow and illiberal are our clergy. 
Shame to them! No church in the world 
wants reſormation more than the church of Eng- 
land; nor is there any length to which the church 
of Rome ever went but the clergy of the church 
of England would proceed to, were it not that the 
times are more enlightened than they were. There 
is not a gentleman of the eſtabliſhed religion —a 
gentleman of information who has written on the 
ſubject but has cenſured it; and Hutchinſon the 
philoſopher aſks, Is it not infinitely worſe than the 
church of Rome?“ In twenty years hence I anti- 
cipate there will be a reformation in it—but it will 
be effected in deſpite of the clergy, who never 
will yield to reaſon or argument till contempt for 
them begets averſion. Is it not impolitic then to 
| deſpoil poor miſerable wretches annually of a tenth 
of their ſcanty ſubſiſtence for themſelves and fa- 
milies the enſuing year, to ſupport i in luxury and 
idleneſs a ſet of fellows who make no return to 
lociety, but reſide in London, Bath, and other 
faſhionable Places | of refort, without concern or 
care 
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care for any thing in or under Heaven, but the 


| Fireces of their * 4 „ 


If the Jews paid 5 in Aſia, as [ . they 
undoubtedly did, is that any reaſon why Chriſtians 


ſhould pay them in Ireland ? The example of the 
Jeus never extended, that I could hear of, bey ond 
themſelves, till the church of Rome uaited tempo- 


ralines to ſpiritualities. The Jews were looked on 


by other nations with contempt, and ſome hiſto» 


rians have called them a nation of vagabonds. 
However, I ſuppoſe they were like other men ;— 
their own favourite book indeed proves them to have 
been very depraved. However, their clergy, unlike 


ours, did every thing in their power to obtain 


reſpect and veneration for themſelves. They had 
alſo policy enough to eſtabliſn tithes, which their 


conduct and ſacred characters inclined the people 


io give without murmuring. This was reviyed by 
the church of Rome, and Was in fact the error moſt 
important of all other errors, into which ſhe could 
poſſibly fall. Vet, our clergy, who abominate ber 


errors, can defend the error of all her err ors ! 
Tithes are their right, and their divine right, (they 
| contend) and no human, power can, with Juſtice, 
deprive thern of their ques. Did Chriſt ever brogch 


ſuch a doctrine ? If he did, point it out to me, 
my divine champion. Had he commanded 1 
my reaſon would tell me in oppoſition to my faith, 
that be acted therein unjuſtly; and as juſtice is 
the attribute of the Deity, in ſpite of myſelf I. 
fear doubts of his divinity would ruſh into my 


mind, 
/ 


wa þ 


mind, on beholding, as I have often done, an 


avaricious pampered rector ſnatch from the mouths 
of a halt-ſtarved family, the food which heaven 
gave them 10 preſerve merely a unity of foul and 
body. 


Need I ſay any more, candid reader, to convince 
you, that Tithes originated in the darker ages of 
ignorance and ſuperſtition that they are in them- 
ſelves an impoſition and a grievance and that 
juſtice and poliey demands ſome other proviſion for 
the Clergy ?—Juſtice demands that there ſhould 
not be ſo great a diſtinction between the emolu- 
ments of the Clergy ——= Juſtice demands that the 
unhappy curate (whoſe virtue, piety, and learning 
are frequenaly far ſuperior to a prelate's, or a pam- 
pered rector's) ſhould have the means of ſupport- 
ing himſelf, and not be left to famiſh with a help- 
leſs, and perhaps numerous family, as I know 
many of them are; while biſhops are enabled to 
vie with Roman cardinals, in magnificence and 
ſplendor—while they revel in ſtately palaces, and 


| indulge all their appetites in every enjoyment, 


luxury and epicuriſm, —while they. lord it 


over their fellow creatures without mercy ;—juſtice, 
I ſay, demands the revenues of the Church ſhould 
be more equally diſtributed—that one man ſhould 
not poſſeſs yearly thouſands, and another little 
more than the pay of one of our Police Conſtables, 


though infinitely more induſtrious in the vineyard. 


Policy demands that the people ſhould not be made 
to feel the clergy a ſcourge to them inſtead of the 


intended 


Enn 


intended bleſſing— Policy demands that there 
* | ſhould ever exiſt a good underſtanding between 
"ſd the Clergy and Laity, and that the influence of 
- the former ſhould have proper weight with the lat- 
ter. The deareſt intereſts of religion are involved 
in the queſtion of Tithes; ſhould they be madly 
continued, it requires not a depth of penetration 
to foreſee, that the period is not diftant, when it 
will fall into utter diſrepute, contempt and averſion. 


From my heart I feet for the ſituation of the 
curates of this kingdom; and I would adminiſter 
to their neceſſities, were it in my power. The 
troubles of the ſouth are alſo to be lamented - and 
if the ſword of juſtice were not ſuſpended by hu- 
manity for their poverty, hardſhips and oppreſſions, 
government would be warranted in a more rigorous : 
conduct. Lord Luttrell has behaved nobly 
his benevolence ought never to be forgotten, He 
knows the miſeries of the poor are not fictitious, 
and he will give (I yet hope he will) a helping 

band to relieve them. He will not be led aſtray 
by the high ſounding words of rebellion and inſur- 
rection he is, I am perſuaded, acquainted with 
the human heart, and cannot be 1gnorant that there 
is a degree of oppreſſion—a degree of tyranny 
beyond which human nature cannot bear. 


_ f 


F SAID tht tithes were oppreſſive and impolitic, 

and I am confident I have proved the aſſertion to 
the ſatisfaction of every candid, dif paſſionate man. 
J ſhail now proceed to demonſtrate that all the 
Prelate's arguments, for the inſecurity of the Pro- 
teſtant religion, are groundleſs and viſionary 3 
of which I ſhall ſoon convince all who can be con- 
v:nced by fair reaſoning. I am ſorry I ſhall be 
under the neceſſity of delivering my ſentiments ra- 
ther ſreely; but I declare in the face of the world, 
and in the moſt ſolemn manner, that J have not in 
my boſom the leaſt particle of ill will for his Lord- 
ſhip. When he committed himſelf to paper, on a 
ſubje& of the laſt importance to the nation, and 
publicly avowed himſelf the author of that pro. 
duction, he put himſelf on a level with every gen- 
tleman in the Kingdom, Who, had abilities and in- 
clination to enter with him into the liſts of diſpu- 


* tation. 


Cu 


tation. Therefore it would be highly ungenerous 
to expect I would be tenacious of combating his 
arguments, becauſe nis. In every conteſt, what- 
ever weapons are employed, a liberty of uſing 
them is the right of each combatant. The Pre- 
late and I fight not with ſwords but with pens. 
He, I may fay, gave the firſt blow -a blow againſt 
toleration and liberality; I feel myſelf intereſted, if 
not injured, in the ſtigma caſt on my religion, in 
the eyes of the learned world, by a Biſhop's 
broaching ſuch a doftrine—— lb feel myſelf inter- 
eſted in the cauſe of truth, which J haſten to ſhew 
has been glaringly perverted. 


I am perfectly of opinion with the Americans, 
(hom his Lordſhip reflects on and miſrepreſents), 
that civil polity can be eaſily ſeparated from, and 

rendered totally independent of religion; and 1 
beg leave to aſſure his Lordſhip, there are amongſt 
the Americans as wiſe legiſlators as the world can 
produce, ſome of whom ſtand as eminent in the 
republic of letters as his Lordſhip, notwithſtanding 
the haſte with which he has drawn up fo ſublime a 
pamphlet. I really cannot conceive any import- 
ance eccleſiaſtics can add to the civil conſtitution 
of this kingdom. Certain it is, the clergy have 
exerted themſelves continually to blend the one 
with the other. It is notorious they truſt them- 
ſelves into all corporations, canvaſs for all eleckions, 
and are as diſtinguiſhed for party zeal, as the moſt 
venal tool of adminiſtration on the one hand, or 
Meſſrs Binns and Tandy (gentlemen whoſe errors, 
if'e errors they can be called, proceed from the 


* nobleſt 


* 


I 


nobleſt feelings of the human heart) on the other. 
Point out to me a conteſted election where the 


| clergy have not been concerned, and niade uſe of 
every ſtratagem that loyalty and diſaffection could 
dictate, to obtain their ends. Do we not fee them 


throughout the entire kingdom the Alpba and the 
Omega ? mayors, ſovereigns, portrieves, borgo- 
maſters, juſtices of the peace, &c. &c. Beſides 
they are more remarkably officious in every other 
perſon's buſineſs, than the Diſſenting miniſters, Preſ- 


byterian clergy, or Roman Catholic prieſts, who 


for the moſt part, pay proper attention to their re- 
ſpective flocks. Temporals, not Spirituals, attract 
the attention of the eſtabliſned clergy, and tithes 
are the ſource of this, and of every matter that has 
been urged againſt them. It is notorious that the 
pooreſt curate, though he has a wife and family to 
maintain, upon fifty pounds a year, will be ambi- 
tious enough to apply for, and take out the commiſ- 
ſion of the peace: and pour quai? — that he may 
have a power to tyrannize and lord it over the poor 
peaſantry of the pariſh he officiates in ; that he 
may have authority to call out the army, inveigle the 
half-ſtarved naked labourers about him, with the 
ſound of an horn, and then leave them lifeleſs on 
the plain ;——this tranſaction happened in the very 
county where his lordſhip reſides, as did another, 
ſimilar to it, in the county of Tipperary but his 
lordſhip caſts a veil over the cruelties of the eſtab- 
liſhed Clergy, and only ſhews one ſide of the 8 
ture. 
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4 aſk his loraſhip, YL it would not be much 
better for his brethren of the eſtabliſhed church, to 
follow the example of thoſe Diſſenting clergy, 
whom he ſo much dreads and reprobates, by mere- 
ly minding the cure of ſouls —by adhering to the 


 tunQtions of ther ſacred offices ſtrictly than to be 


cruelly buichering their pariſhioners,-and ſending 
them out of the world unprepated, 4 with Oy their 


tins = their heads x 


1 


But 1 hats * 8 to "TIO, t the e Biſhop 
mould call Roman Catholics, Diſſenters? I be- 
heve he will find that we have diſſented from 
them, not they from us; and the Preſhyterians, &c. 
from us: Nor did I ever hear them called Diſfen- 
ters until I read that very ALARMING and Ar- 


FECTING pamphlet. His Lordſhip alſo ſays, that 
in the coronation oath the king ſweats, that * he 


ſhall. to the utmoſt of his power, maintain the Pro- 
teſtant religion, as by law eſtabliſhed; and preſerve 
to the Biſhops and clergy, and to the churches com- 
mitted to their care, all ſach rights and privileges 

as by law do, or ſhall appertain to them, or any of 
them.” I will grant his Lordſhip that this is the 
tenor of the oath, but who framed it? No doubt 
the Primate of all England—the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, and the reſt of the learned Prelates, 
and let the clergy alone for taking care of them- 
ſeves. Rven now we find how terrified a Biſhop 
appears to be, at the commotions of a few naked, 


half-ſtarved 


half-ſtarred peaſants, who denounce vengeance 43 


much againſt their own paſtors as they do againſt 


ours, and make not the ſmalleſt dittinction. ; 


Put why PRs his J. ordhip lug | in me Diſſenters 
by the head and ſhoulders >—Surely they, are very 
praceable - 


the Northern D enters are not only 


; perfect quiet but are alſo of ſuch liberal £ ſenti- ) 


ments, that they wiſh ill to none, but unite in boads 
cf friendſhip with all the world; they look to the 
man—rot to his place of. worſhip,; and would us 
heartily contribute to build a chapel as a Church, or 
a church as a meeting- houſe, was there occaſion : 

and this they have recently proved i in the town of 
Belfatt, where 1 myſelf collected a great deal of 
money, towards the erecting of an efegant chapel, 
which is now thoroughly fiaiſhed. His Lordſhip's 
averige of the church livings in the dioceſe of 
Raphoe may be very right—provided they were 
divided with any degree of juſt proportion ; but! 
will engage that while ſome of the clergy in that 
dioceſe, are ſpinning out wretched exiſtences, others 


are rolling in their guiit carriages worth annual 


thouſands. His Lordſhip inſiſts upon divine right 
for the tenure of tithes. I requeſt to know whe- 
ther it is by divine right that the biſhops hold all 
the church lands they are poſſeſt of? is it by 
divine right that the rectors, vicars, &c. hold their 
glebe lands and houſes? Throughout all the ſerip- 


tures I never read of a biſhop's leaſe, a parſonage 
houſe, or glebe lands. 


„ 


His 
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His Lordſhip inveighs bitterly againſt the inſults 
offered to the eſtabliſhed clergy, and the little re- 
ipect paid to them; all the anſwer I. can make to 
this, is, that I have ever thought moſt of them have 
been paid more reſpect than they deſerved. But 
* if clergymen would avoid contempt, let them 
avoid the cauſes of it; let them not be maintain- 
ing eternal claims to worldly power and gran- 
9 deur: let them not be hunting after honors— 
„ courting preſerments, and buſtling for riches: 
* let them not be aſſuming to give models of human 
9 government, or to adjuſt and determine the titles 
* of princes: let them not pretend to puniſh any 
man for his way of worſhip: let them not join 
„in factions, nor foment rebellions: let them not 
* defy heaven by ſwearing falſely: let them not 
promote ſervitude and ſlavery in the people, and 
« barbarity in the government; and let them not 
1 flatter wicked miniſters, and plague and diſturb | 


6c good and honeſt ones. Let them win reſpect 
* and wear it; but let them not earn infamy, and 
& demand veneration. -Let not thoſe of. them, 
*« who gratify brutiſh appetites, by living in all 
40 vileneſs, add want of ſhame to their want of 
4 grace, and bewail that they are contemned, while 
they are deſerving .I a man pretending to 
great gravity and regard, ſnould dreſs himſelf 
«yup in a foals coat and a pair of horns, would 
& not people laugh at him! in ſpite of themſelves? 
And would not his reſentment and rebukes add 
« ſtill to their mirth ? A. clergyman who goes to 

a2 fox-chaſe 
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46:4 fox-chaſe and gets drunk on Saturday, will but 


„with an ill-grace, talk of his dignity and am- 
* baſſadorſhip on Sunday. Ought we to reverence 
* that man as our guide to Heaven, who is him- 
« {elf going a contrary road, and is rioting in thoſe 
e vices which his whole duty ſhould be to reſtrain ?” 
Sa much for the IN DEPENDANY Wilco, 
by which we may eaſily perceive that the Es- 
TABLISHED CLERGY were no better in the year 
thirty-two, than in the year eighty-ſeven. 


The Ricur Rev. Bishor is however (not- 
withſtanding his prejudices againſt diſſenters, and 
| their very great influence) pleaſed to allow that the 
eſtabliſhed Clergy are better ſupported in the pro- 
vince of Ulſter, than in either the provinces of 
Munſter or Conaught; here his own words: © In 
< the province of Ulſter, indeed, much has been 
© done to remedy this evil (i. e. the want of a ſuf- 
« ficient number of Churches) by the judicious and 
e unwearied attention of its excellent metropolitan ;_ 
and the ardour with which the ſuffragans and 
« Clergy of that province have ſeconded his zeal. 
Not only many new Churches have been erected 
« within theſe twenty years, but likewiſe ſuch a 
number of decent glebe-houſes, as bear unequi- 
« vocal teſtimony, that the Clerical Revenues have 
contributed their full ſhare to the improvement 
« of that part of the kingdom.“ es, my 
Lord, though that province is full of opulent Diſ- 
ſenters, yet you are pleaſed to own (notwithſtand- 
| ing 


EF a68 3 


ing that theſe people would overturn church and 
ſtate), that the eſtabliſhed church thrives better 
there, than 1n any other part of Ireland. Oh! lam 
greatly afraid his lordſhip not only wrote in a great 
hurry, but in a great p4ſſiomm ; otherwiſe there would 
have been more conſiſtency in his apprehenſions.. 


His Reverend Lordſhip in another place aſſerts, 
that © the Roman Catholics in Munſter and in 
Connaught, (ho compoſe the bulk of the Pariſhi- 
oners), are in general but little inclined to accom- 
modate the Rector or his Curate with a lodging; 
on which account, they are frequently under the 
neceiſity of 1eliding at a diſtance, inconvenient for 
even the ſtared weekly duties of their office, and 
abſolutely incompatible with an attendance, ſuch 
as the circumſtances of their pariſh would require.“ 
Here with both bands I muſt differ with his Lord- 
ſhip ; the inhabitants of Munſter and Connaught 
are the moſt generous and hoſpitable people in | 
exiſtence. Beſides whichit is well known, that the 
ariſh is moſt deſirable to the clergy, which is moſt 
deſtitute of Proteſtants, as reſidence and attendance 
are the leſs neceſſary. Irith hoſpitality is proverbi- 
al; nor could a gentleman pay a greater compli- 
ment to ihe pooreſt orders of the Iriſh, than by a 
participation of their homely fate. His Lordſhip's 
refleftion in this reſpect is perfectly original. They 
would not aſk him what periualion he was of —his 
company they would confider an honour. But this- 
bis r would not give them. Nor would he- 
chooſe 


9 1 


| Thooſe that his rector or curate ſhould accept of 


accommodations from the wretched white-boys of 
Munſter, and yet even they would ſhare whatever 


they had; and one of thoſe miſerable peaſants 


would welcome any human being to his horrid pig- 


ſtye, ſuffer him to lie down upon the ſame dirty 


wad of ſtraw or fern with himſelf, his pig (if he 
- had one) and his naked, ſhivering, and half-famiſh- 
ed family, and would freely ſhare his breakſaſt, 
dinner and ſupper, which he and family take all at 
once—a frugal meal indeed, conſiſting of potatoes, 
ſalt and water; and ſhould Providence ſend them 
a leek or an onion to cut in the water, it would 
make them * bleſs their ſtars and count it luxury.” 

Burt I fear ſuch lodging and ſuch viands and beve- 
rage, would but ill ſuit the gorged ſtomach of 
the bloated rectors, however they might be adapt. 
ed to a poor curate's taſte. | 


Though 1 ſ0 . attack a ſet of men, 
whoſe reſpectability ſhould preclude, in the opi- 


nion of ſome, any idea of cenſure or crimination, 


1 am willing to allow many of them to be truly 
exemplary. But the numbers comparatively with 


thoſe of other communion, I fear would be found 


very trifling. His Lordſhip, however, will pro- 


bably tell the public, as he did with reſpe& to 


O'Leary, that I compliment but to depreciate, 
and commend but to deſtroy, as Marc Antony 


did in his oration againſt Brutus. However, 1 


give him free leave to put what conſtruction he 


„„ may 
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may on my words—all I have in view is the gene- 
ral good of my country; and I declare, I ſhall 
not be backward in beſtowing on him that tribute 
of applauſe, Which he indireQtly claims for his 
pamphlet, if he again comes forward, and, by a 
fair chain of reaſoning, overturns my arguments. 


pl muſt. confeſs my aſtoniſhment | is great, that 
the learned biſhop ſhould: even inſinuate, that the 
principles of the Preſbyterian church were hoſtile 
to monarchy. Have not the people of Scotland 
given ſufficient proof to the world of the attach- 
ment of Preſbyterians to the unfortunate Stuart 
family! ? Is there a houſe in Scotland of any note, 
that has not. ſhed its beſt blood in ſupporting that 
arbitrary race? How have they bled for Charles II. 
when they had it in their power to form themſelves 
into a republic | How have they bled for the fon 
and grandſon of James II. That their attachment 
was not owing to their admiration of the hereditary 
virtues of the houſe of Stuart is unneceſſary to be 
ſtated; for, while they were ready to die for a 
branch of that family, they all united in reprobat- 
ing the councils and meaſures which baniſhed them 
from the throne. What could this be owing to, 


but the pureſt ſpirit of loyalty that ever warmed. 
: the boſom of Aa brave People! ? 


In one . of this conſitent pamphlet, we 
are told, 6 that deſpotic ſtates, whether the ſupreme 
power vas lodged i in one or.a few, have found 

: 6% in 


1 18 1 
« in the papal authority, a congenial ſyſtem of 
arbitrary dominion, and of courſe have regarded 
e popery as a powerful ally, or at leaſt an uſeful 
engine of ſlate.” And in the very next, again, 
« In England, from whence our eſtabliſhments 
« were copied, the ſyſtem of conformity between 
ce the eccleſiaſtical and civil conſtitution ſeems to 
<« have been ſtudied with a peculiar degree of ex- 
« actneſs; they were formed fo preciſely on the 
% fame model that the whole was likened to a dou- 
« ble cone, united by the authority of the crown; 
„and ſo eſſential was the preſervation of the 
church eſteemed to the welfare of the ſtate, 
that the barons, when they were laying the foun- 
« dation of Engliſh liberty, made it the firſt arti- 
«ie in Magra Charta, that the church of Eng- 
« Jand ſhall be free, and enjoy her whole rights ang 
 & hbernies inviolable.“ 

1 would be Gad to Kubw. does the learned pre- 
late ſuppoſe the people are ſo ignorant at this en- 
lighted period, as to think the barons were Pro- 
teſtants, or the church of England the ſame as at 
preſent? It he does, and indeed any diſpaſſion- 
ate man who reads the two pages J allude to, 
[10, 11]. would infer as much, can inform him 
he is egregiouſly miſtaken. The barons were bi- 
gotted papiſts, rhough my noble antagoniſt has 
deprived all papiſts of every idea of affection 
for the natale ſolum —— and has repreſented 
their church as an engine calculated for forging 


R 2 chains 


E11 
chains for humanity, Is not this a contradiction 
as palpable as can be conceived? and are not all 


the concluſions that his genius cod extort from 
1 | perfectly peeve] ? 


ink John incurred hs; Aiſpleaſure of the 
clergy : he diſputed their authority, and curtailed, 
or attempted to curtail, their revenues. In return, 
he was the object of their determined vengeance, 
and prieſts and friars were ſet on by their ſuperiors 
to excite commotions againſt his government. | 
The barons, from the affronts they had frequently 
received from John, were ripe for entering into 
any meaſures to depreſs him. It is no wonder 
then, that when he perceived the authority of the 
church could ſhake his throne, that he ſhould ſub- 
mit to any thing the clergy thought proper to 
dictate. Hence the proviſion in Magna Charta for 
the ſupport of the church not the church of 
England, as by law eſtabliſhed, but the church of 
Rome. With what propriety the biſhop advances 
this circumftance in defence of the doctrine of 
tithes for the clergy of the preſent day, 5 
mall not decide, but only refer to the public for 
their impartial opinion. Every man who is conver- 
ſant in the hiſtory of England, is fatisfied the 
clergy could have eaſily pulled down John from the 
throne, and as eaſily have raiſed up any favourite 
they approved of, to that ſeat of royalty. The 
kings compliance, therefore, in this inſtance, is 
only to * attributed to the extravagant powers the 


* 


elergy of thoſe days exerciſed over the fouls any 
bodies of his ſubjects. 


But the king ſigned the paper—therefore poſte- 
rity ſhould ſubmit. Call in ficſt, my Lord, the 


Roman Catholic clergy, before your argument 


can have any weight. Ir was to that body they were 


ef] pecially granted, by the very charter you quote. 
which was extorted by the papiſts whom you have 


defined as a mere machine for arbitrary dominion. 


One obſervation more on his uſe of Marns 
Charta—it | is implied, that, becauſe the king ſigned 


an inſtrument 1 in favour of the church, that inſtru- 


ment ſhould be regarded as ſacred as our deareſt 
liberties ;——that the intereſts of Religion require 
the revenues of the church ſhould be ſupported 
according to the very letter of that (extorted) in- 
ſtrument. This is laid down as an axiom—how- 
ever, I ſhall beg leave to inveſtigate it a little. In 


the firſt place, I aflert the dignity of the church 
ought not, nor cannot, be dependent on immenſe re- 
venues I mean the dignity implied on the doctrine. 


of Chriſt: in the next place, though the king was not 
even compelled by neceſſity to come into the mea- 
ſures of the clergy, ſtill he could not make terms for 
poſterity. If he did, the crown of England would 
be in the gift of the pope; becauſe the ſame king 


gave up his crown to the pope, and received it 


again, after it had been detained ſome days, from 
the hands of the pope's nuncio, whoſe inſolence 
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to the king can only be exceeded by the abſurdity 
of thoſe who aſſert tithes are indiſpenſible tor © our 
pavation, 1 


When I confider the conduct of that king. and | 
the diſgrace he brought on the kingdom, 1 muſt 
own, I feel emotions working i in my boſom, which 2 
require reſolution to ſuppreſs. His daſtard foul 

led him to every meanneſs he brought down con- 
tempt on his ſubjects he reſigned his crown to the 
church, and with the abject ſpirit of a ſlave, re- 
ceived it again, as a gift, from the hands of a man 
whom he ſhould have hanged for high __ . 
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1 abſolutely feel my face i in a glow this moment, | 
that the timidity of a coward, ſhould be employed 
as a reaſon to convince me of the legality, of 
tithes. How weak muſt. be that cauſe, when = 0 
ingenious pen is drove to ſuch petty ſhifts to defend 
it! I contend,” he might as well attempt to prove, 
that the king is ae the church, inſtedd 
of the church on the king, as to endeavour to con- 
vince any rational "Hy "IM John's acquieſcing to . 
the conditions propoted to hun, intitle 19% facto 
proteſtant clergymen to tithes in thoſe countries. 
He gave his crown to the-pope—he gave ſanction | 
to tithes: : For the former deed he was a pol- | 
troona mean ſpirited wretch; as to the latter, 
ſhall not ſay his generofty was impolitic; —he made 
friends of a powerful body without injuring him 
ſelf—it was his ſubjects who were made to feel the 
effects 
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effects of his pulillanimity. The learned prelate 


has poſitively affirmed, that the eccleſiaſtical eſta- 


bliſhment is interwoven with the civil; whence he 
argues, that the papiſts muſt, from their principles 
be inimical to a free conſtitution z though he re- 
lates a few lines before, that we owe the foundation 


of our liberties to their exertions. I really am 


aſhamed at this uncandid manner of treating the 


Roman Catholics—but it is the hacknied ground 
that has been gone over by every man who took up 


the pen to depreciate them with reſpect to whom, 
iadeed, I have not obſerved an or thought in 
his entire PER. 


How alarming muſt theſe words ſound to all 
_ love their country, —“ the moment is critical 

it is deciſive of the Proteflant interet.” What 
a poor intereſt would the Proteſtant ' intereſt be, 
if it could be ſhook by a few naked wrerches | in 
the ſouth of Ireland! 


„ This is 4 criſis, and the criſis now ! 
* The Sow hath pigg d, and pigged hath the 


< Bow.” 


Yes, I truſt the moment is critical and deciſive, 
of the enormous dues. which were ſo rigorouſly 
exaced from my more wretched fellow creatures. 
He faid the fubject was delicate, I do not how- 


ever, perceive that. he has treated it very deli- 


cately. I grant, whatever relates to $ELF, ſhould 
"OM on 
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be mentioned with delicacy. Has he done fo; 
in endeavouring to touch landed gentlemen in 


the tendereſt prin ————when he not only would 
rouſe the Proteſtant government; but ring the 
alarm through all the Britiſh empire, to draw down 
vengeance on a peaſantry, who are the moſt 
deſpicable beings that can be found in any king» 


dom in Europe: 


But the outrages of the white-boys are not con- 
fined to tithes they extend to the perſons of 
the eſtabliſhed clergy. This is a very ſevere 
charge I would almoſt adjudge to death for ſuch 
an offence, were there no circumſtance of pallia- 
tion; however, I have always made it a rule, and 
I wiſh every one in the world would do the ſame— 
and that is, to receive the account of any offence. | 
with a degree of caution proportioned to its enor- 
mity. A clergyman who is infirumental in the 
death of men, it is but natural to ſuppoſe, will be 
lubjected to the reſentment of ſarviving relations 
poverty does not change the feelings of the 


heart. I don't ſay the peaſantry would be juſti- 


fied, by any means, for offering perſonal inſult, 
though it might have been provoked ; but, I ſay, 


certain circumſtances will very much alter the 
| complexion of crimes. | think the charge ſhould 


have been better ſubſtantiated : left theſe ſheets 
might fall into the hands of thoſe who have not 
read the biſtup's pamphlet, I ſhail tranſcribe his 


note, for the gratifieation of my readers,” as well 


- | as 


4+ 40 © 
as in juſtice ro the gentleman whoſe opinions [ 
oppoſe, for I ſhould be exceedingly concerned, 
ſhould I have the misfortune to take an improper 
advantage of him. a 


In the dioceſe of Cloyne, ſeven rectors of 
< pariſhes, hitherto conſtantly reſident, have ap- 
4 plied to the ordinary for leave to abſent them- 

* ſelves, from well grounded apprehenſions of 

* perſonal danger; three of whom are fo reduced 

« in their incomes from a . competency of two 

or three hundred pounds a year, that they 

& do, not receive a curate's ſalary ; and of courſe, 

„divine ſervice is diſcontinued. It is obvious 

« that by a ſimilar proceeding, the White Boys 

have it in their power to ſuppreſs entirely the 

« Proteſtant religion in Munſter, Connaught, and 

* even n Leinſter, Dublin excepynds” 


This, N readers, is a charge of the utmoſt 
magnitude, and, as ſuch, ſhould, be handed to the 
public properly au thenticated.— The more atrocious 
the deed, the greater ſnould our doubts be, until 
genuine authority ſtamped its veracity.——Seven 
rectors of pariſhes to have applied for leave of ab- 
ſence is by no means extraordinary. Alas! nothing 
is more common throughout the whole kingdom— : 
Are they not always abſent from their hvings ?— 
No wonder. then they ſhould. palliate their con- 
duct by ſeigned excuſes. Rut to have urged its 


neceſſity on a Plea of perſonal danger, for which 
8 5 they 


E 
they had nothing to adduce but apprebenſions— 


mere ſuſpicions— is rather futile, when ſtripped of 


the terrific dreſs his Lordſhip's abilities gave it. 
Can the unſuſpecting eredulity of nonage receive 


ſuch a report in the light it has been repreſented ? 


—To pay it any attention would be a proſ- 
titution of the human underſtanding. The word, 
well-grqunded, is applied to their apprehenſtons 


different people will form different opinions of men 
and things; therefore, the public ſhould have been 
made acquainted how far their apprehenſions were 
well- grounded. There are men who tremble at 


the ſhadow of danger from a certain impulſe of 


nature there are men who would not heſitate to 
render, even at the expenſe of truth, an excuſe for 


following their darling inclinations as feaſtble as 
poſſible—to one or both of thofe cauſes I will at- 
tribute their conduct, until I receive better infor- 
mation than the ip/e dixit even of a prelate; eſpeci- 
ally when he is evidently under the guidance of pre- 


judice—eſpecially when he muſt make the cauſe his 
own, and argue as a judge, counſellor, juror and 


plaintiff. But, as to the idea of their being reduced 
from two or three hundred a year, below the paltry | 


pittance even of a curate, it is fo very prepoſterous, 


that I ſhould almoſt be aſhamed to contradict it.— 
On that head, I ſhall only call on any man in the 
kingdom, to mention the names of ſuch rectors 
and their pariſhes; and thus I pledge myſelf to the 
nation, that I will inveſtigate his dues, and prove 
them in no inſtance to be curtailed one-fifth, of 

what 
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What they had beef at any former period; there- 
fore, divine ſervice cannot be diſcontinued on that 


account any where. But, admitting theſe premiſes 


to be juſt, how is it obvious that the white boys 
have it in their power to ſuppreſs entirely the Pro- 


teſtant religion in Munſter, Connaught, and even 


Leinſter, Dublin excepted ? Good God, can any 
man, with a ſerious countenance aſſert ſuch a thing? 
Can he riſque his candour and conſiſtency with 
the public, by telling them in a ſolemn tone, tha: 
the moſt wretched peaſantry under the ſun can 
extirpate the national religion, in the teeth of the 

legiſlature, who has an army of proteſtants, pow- 
er ful enough to awe into ſubjection the moſt ſtub- 
born ſubjects in the world? How is it poſſible the 


Right-boys could extirpate it in Cork, Limerick, 


Clonmel, Cathel, Waterford, Kilkenny, or, in 


| ſhort, in any garriſon town throughout the king- 


dom? For argument's fake, I will admit an ab- 
ſurdity—that they might, in their immediate Campus 
Martius, ſuppreſs our religion; but the very rea- 
fon which would lead me to ſuppoſe this, damns 
the notion of their being able to ſuppreſs it in 
any other quarter. I declare I am aſhamed to be 
arguing on a point fo very childiſh; but I cannot 
avoid taking notice of the nonſenſe that is wrought 
up to frighten the good proteſtant people of Ire · 
land; in the firſt place, becauſe I have already ſaid 
J would prove the eſtabliſhed religion was not in 
danger, and that every argument made uſe of to 
make us believe ſo, was groundleſs and viſionary; 
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and in the next place, becauſe I would expole that 
ignorance which ever delights in diſſeminating diſ- 
cord. From this ſpecimen of my antagoniſt's 


arguments, I have no doubt but ftatues will be 
erected to him by poſterity, when they diſcover 


the greatneſs of his ſoul, and the "A of his 


| underſtanding. | 


_ ?The| next ſtep the Biſhop takes to prove the 
Ranges of the Proteſtant Religion 1s to inform us, 
that in one inſiance they nailed up a church in his 


dioceſe, and forbid the curate to officiate; and 


made the clerk ſwear he would not attend him. 
How he trembles for the ark of the Lord ! But, 
why does he not take notice of the many inſtances 
wherein chapels were nailed up even on the Sab- 
bath day? The reaſon is—it is not his intereſt ſo 
to do. I could inform him, of ſeveral -prieſts who 
were treated very humanly, and obliged to quit 


their pariſhes, ſacrificing its emoluments to their 


preſervation. This is as tremendous on the one 
ſide, as his flory on the other. Indeed, the poor, 
oppreſſed, deluded creatures ſeem not to be trou- 
bled with much religion, and I am very glad of it 


for I would rather ſee a liberality of ſentiment, 


than thoſe prejudices which ſo long divided the 
kingdom. We have ſeen them prefer the church 


to the chapel, merely out of oppoſition, though 
about twenty years ago, they would conſider it a 


mortal fin. A maſs houſe! !1—a popiſh mob!!! 
for ſhame! leave tho! . hacknied phraſes to Lord 
George 


E 


George Gordon. They are beneath | your lacred 
character, my Lord. 


Did ever ſuch words as theſe proceed from the 
mouth of a Biſhop before? The number of 
*« perſons guilty of capital offences muſt have 
© amounted to thouſands, in en yet only 
< two were capitally convicted: Eternal God! 
deliver me from ſuch a ſpirit! which can only be 
ſatiated by a hecatomb. Ah! in the courſe of ju 
tice, I fear very few of our clergy will be ſaved. 
Surely, with any degree of common decency, one 
of them ſhould not dare thus to criminate admini- 
ſtration for its benevolence and moderation, — lt 
is a new feature in our clergy thus publicly to 
vent their thirſt for vengeance fo contrary to the. 


precept of their Divine Maſter, who would rather 


adviſe them, when ſtruck on one cheek, to turn the 
other, and not only bear their wrongs patiently, 
but 21k for forgiveneſs from on high, as they for- 
gave treſſpaſſes againſt themſelves. 


1 admit, and give the Biſhop great credit for 
the obſervation (perhaps the only judicious one 
throughout his pamphlet, and that, by the bye, is 
borrowed from the Right Hon. Secretary Orde) 
that the preſent mode of educating the Roman 
Catholics of this country calls aloud for ſome pru- 
dent regulation; but at the ſame time I will not 
adopt his idea of the diſaffection of that body to our 
conſtitution. 1 know ſeveral Roman Catholics who 
| prefer 
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prefer a Proteſtant to a Popiſh government; and I 
really believe all the enlightened catholics are of 
the fame way of thinking. I ſhall beg leave to 
make a few obſervations on their conduct as well as 
that of the Preſbyterians, durin g the laſt war. 


The Roman Catholics of the South, and the 
Preſbyterians in the North, inſtead of annoy- 
ing us, took up arms in our defence, at the moſt. 
important criſis that ever this country ſaw—aa criſis, 
when in the city of Cork they had not a ſoldier, 
even to mount guard on their Jails, nor had they 


one in the North to protect them from a threatned 


invaſion, nor in the County Kerry, where they 
would have been invaded, had it not been for our 
Spirited Volunteers, many of whom were Roman 


| Catholics ;—at the ſame time when | it Was rumoured 


that the French had landed in Bantry, did not all 
the principal Roman Catholics (who had not at that 
time been embodied) apply for arms to their Pro- 
teſtant brethren? and did they not keep the city of 


Cork quiet, whilſt the wwell-diſciplined Volunteers 


marched to Bantry, to engage (as they thought) 


the enemy? I, myſelf, at that time, was Lieutenant 
of the Curbery Independent Company, many of whom 


were Roman Catholics, and yet the whole corps 
accompanied me at night from Skibbereen to Bantry, 
fifteen miles, and the Roman Catbolics appeared 
to me as determined as any of the reſt. At 
Belfaſt, the Volunteers who were all Diſſenters 
marched to Car: ckfergus, to prevent Faul Jones 

ir om 
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from landing, at the time'that the immortal Capt. 
Dobbs was killed ;—and the Royal Tralee Volunteers 
commanded by Sir Barry Denny, (of which corps 
1 was a private) marched to /vragh, ard abſolutely 
brought Captain Lunt, (brother in law to Paul 
Jones) and about ſixteen Americans, priſoners to 
Tralee, from whence we conducted them to Cork 
Jail: Can theſe people then be called diſaffected ? 
Tor, is it poſſible that either Svate or Church can 
ſuffer harm from men who protected both, when 
they were not in a condition to protect themſelves? 
at a time when we had waged war, I may ſay, with 

all the united forces of America, France and Spain. 
Ungrateful Prelate to attempt to throw a ſtigma 
upon a brave and loyal people, who were the 
means of keeping your croſier in your hand 
and the word croſier makes me ſmile——to think 
| that there ſhould be an abſolute neceſſity for a biſhop 
to aver a falſhood, at the very moment of his 
conſecration, —Noli Epiſcopari, no wonder they 
ſhould think nothing of publiſhing untruths after- 
wards, when they began their ſacred embaſſy with 
one of the moſt flagrant that could be ſuppoſed ;— 
it is well known; that thoſe who are biſhops obtain 
their ſees through the dint of intereſt, no matter 
through what ſource. Proſtitutes ere now have had 
the power of beſtowing biſhopricks on their inti- 
mates; — the appointment comes from the miniſter; 
and though the Reverend Divine knows ſome months 
before that he is to wear the mitre, nay, has ſolicited 
for it with all his force; yet at the awful ceremony, 

. | | he 
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he declares, in the face of his God, that he won't be 
a Biſbop! though he accepts of it the next inſtant ; 
nor is it merit that ever had any thing to do 
with a man's advancement to a Brſhoprick, | 
Mr. Fox certainly happened to ſtumble on a worthy 
man, when he had the preſent Biſhop of Down 
appointed; but, I fancy his moral character (and 
an extrem good one he had, and has) was no addi- 
tional recommendation to the Pious Charles; — 
who would have been much better pleaſed had he 
been an honeſt peep-of-day boy, who would. have 

accompanied him to brothels and gambling Houſes. 
—So much for Epi/copacy—(which I only brought 
in by way of parentheſis) and now to re- aſſume the 
| ſubject I had been on, when I was interrupted by 
the crofter :—T know it hath been averred by, ſeve- 
ra}, and eredited by numbers, that a Proteſtant 
_ © Government cannot (with ſafety) repoſe any con- 
* dence in Poprſh Subjefts ; the loyalty of their 
© profeſſions being only the facrifice of equivoca- 
© tion to treachery ;z and the peaceableneſs of their 
conduct being no better than the act of bare 
* neceſſity, fettered by fear and impotence, 
this includes a heavy charge, but, how is it ſup- 
ported ?—by another averment, equally deſtitute of 
proof, and one would think ſufñciently refuted, 

not only by the ſmalleſt knowledge of Chriſtianity 
itſelf, but even by the moral ſenſe of human nature. 

It is a thame and ſcandal to be reduced to the 
neceſſity of expounding ſuch a poini but, my more 
learned tem readers muſt excuſe my going 


into 


t MH 1 


into it. It is ſaid, that Reman Catholics can be 
bound to a Proteſtant eſtabliſhment, by no religious 
teſts whatever : that the ſame obligation of an oath 


of fidelity hath no power over their conſciences, 


whenever intereſt and impunity unite againſt its 


obſervance z nay, that perjury itſelf becometh in 
foine cajes, a meritorious principle. —— Were this, 


indeed, the truth, there certainly would be little 
complaint, at this time, of Popery, in the world; 


and the Church of Rome would ſoon be an empty 


. one —Qur very nature would ſtart—with all its 
depravity, it would be too tender of its own dig- 
nity, nay, of its own indepriveable rights, to pro- 
fels a doctrine uſeleſs in this world, after the firſt 


detection, and too diabolical even for thoſe who 


aſpire to no better. But, on the contrary, the 
Raman Catholic religion holds perjury in deteſtation. 

Our more Khowing Protefants think fo. 
The law of our land ſuppoſes it, and the 
Papiſts (who ſurely know beſt what they believe) 
aver it living and dying. For my own part, I ſo- 


lemnly declare, that (in my time) I have had an 


immenſity of dealing with Proteſtaut Diſſenters, 


and with Roman Ca:holics (tho', as I faid before, I 


am intimate with few of the latter deſcription) and 
that I never met with a fairer or juſter people ;— 
I never was cheated, belied—or betrayed, by one 
of them; would to Heaven I was able to ſay the 
ſame of my brethren of the eſtabliſbed church ! By 
the infidelity of one of them, though in my power, 
[ loſt my employments in Munſter ; by the artiſice 
55 I and 
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ind invidious duplicity of another, (aſſiſted by a 
reverend Dean, who ſhall be nameleſs for the honor 
of the cloth) I loſt my Survey in the North ; by 
the inhumanity and unheard-of barbarity of ano- 
ther, I loſt a Barrack Maſter's place, which the 
great and good Lord Hillſborough would have ob- 
tained for me, had it not been for the underband 
interference of the monſter alluded to, on whom a 
Juſt judgment fell ſome ſhort time afterwards; and 
indeed, ſince the infamous tranſuction, the ſmiling 
tyrant and his whole family have never enjoyed a 


moment's peace or eaſe of mind: one misfortune, in 
quick rotation, ſtill ſucceeding the other. 


How nobly did the Diſſenters of the North be- 
have to my unfortunate ſelf (though I had appa- 
rently, by a villain's manceuvres, for near two 
years before abandoned ther cauſe). On my diſ- 


miſſal (which every body in this kingdom, of 


information, I believe, knows was without any 
cauſe whatever, either of peculation or neglect of 
duty) I owed about /hee hundred pounds in the 
town of Belfaſt=—and all, except one debt, to 
Difſenters, who, the inſtant they heard of my 
ruin, and that I intended to cant off my effects, in 
order to ſatisfy them, called a meeting among 
themſelves, and generouſly (without any ſolicitation 
trom me) ſtruck off two thirds of their demands, 
taking /ix ſbillings and eig bi. pence in the pound, 
which was in fact preſenting me with two hundred 
pounds;——and had they not behaved thus greatly | 
—what muſt have been the conſequence ?—or, 

| how 


ff 

how could I have maintained myſelf and family 
ſince my diſmiſſal?——the little effects which my 
generous creditors leſt me, have been my whole 
ſupport. One only, a gentleman of the eflabliſhed 

church, the inſtant he heard of my misfortune, 
demanded my bond, entered judgment immedi- 
ately upon it—and, were it not that he was ſhamed 
out of the matter, by the reſt of the town, would, 
like Shylock, have made me pay to the utmoſt far- 
thing ; nay, what is worſe, would have obliged 
me to pay twenty pounds more than I owed him. 


At the late Revolution, incapacities were laid 
on Religious Diſſenters in this kingdom, in regard 
to employments in the ſtate and magiſterial 
offices—no other were then impoſed ; induſtry and 
property were laid under no legal interdicts: the 

true ſpirit of the Revolution prevailed; and its 
greateſt enemies began to be reconciled to it, —— 
The Proteſtant intereſt flouriſhed, becauſe the 
intereſt of the nation flouriſhed alſo. But in 
Queen Anne's reign, we deviated all oy a ſudden 
from that policy. The papiſts who oppoſed king 
William's government, were obedient under her's. 
This, however, availed nothing: he pardoned 
-——ſhe puniſhed. An univerſal languor, amidſt all 
our ſucceſſes abroad, and a profound peace at 
home, ſpread over the face of our iſland. The 
memory of thoſe calamitous days is too freſh to 
need any revival at preſent, nor can we juſtly lay 
all our ſufferings, during that Nero to the popery 
T * 2 1 acts 
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acts alone. But we may ſay, with great truth, 
that the reſtrictions on induſtry and property were, 
at that juncture in particular, extremely unſeaſon- 
able. Our linen manufacture did not take ſufficient 


root; England laid our trade under new limita- 
tions, our military art became mighty expenſive, 


by the exportation of our troops :—all our credit 
was almoſt ſunk :—and the years 1700 and 1710, 


added a waſteful famine to all our diſtreſſes. We 


revived in the next reign, through ſome favour- 
able conjunctures; we throve a little 18, the laſt j 
but the p:pery laws prevailed over all our efforts, 
and kept us more or leſs in a hectic ſtate. = 


From the year ſeventeen - hundred and four, 
until the papiſts were lately granted ſome indul- 
gences, did they ever give cauſe for all the ſufferings 
which this nation incurred on their account ? on 
the contrary, no people in any age or country ever 
behaved more dutifully or reſignedly .—and were 
ever the Proteflant Diſſenters known to have be- 


| haved improperly, difloyally, or rebelliouſly ?—— 


no, never the inſurrectious of the Steel Boys of 
the North were occaſioned by diſputes (of over- 
grown fortunes) canting for the farms (which had 


Tun out of leaſe) of their pooreſt neighbours; at 
a time when Mr. Talbott was ſetting Lord Do- 


negal's lands, when the moneyed Diſſenters per- 
fectly knew the way to feel the agent's pulſe.— 
At that time, no eſtabliſhed clergyman was in- 
ſulted or attacked, nor was the object, Tithes: and 

4 the 
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the only particular outrages that were committed, 
were the ſetting fire to Mr. Cunningham's houſe 
at Belfaſt, and the killing of Mr. Morell, a Dil- 
ſenting Miniſter ; n w, as both theſe gentlemen 

were Diflenters, the learned Prelate cannot pollibly 
ſay that ever the Steel Boys intended the ſmalleſt 
injury to church or ſtate: the Quakers alſo com- 
poſe a part of the great body of diſſenters, 
who are ſuch a terror to the prelate: are not the 
Quakers the moſt inoffenſive, and the moſt harm- 
leſs people on earth ?—Quakers aſſume no digni- 
ties! no conſequence ! no parade! — They are a 
meek, modeſt, mild people, who would wiſh to 
deport themſelves like primitive Chriſtians, nor 
have I heard that a real Quaker was ever guilty of 
a crime, for which he could be arraigned at the 
bar of juſtice: the ſeceders of the North are alſo 
a very praiſe- -worthy people : In ſhort, no people 

are more depraved than thoſe who profeſs the ſame 
religion with the biſhop and mylelf ;—and what 
can that be owing to? ſimply to this,—the inat- 
tention of our own clergy ; they take no ſort of 
| heed of our morals; and, if we happen to be poor, 
or to move in an humble ſphere of life, they turn 
up their vue at us, and paſs us by, as if we 
had been inferior animals, —nay worſe, as if we 
| had not been created by the ſame God who created 
themſelves. 15 


l aſſert, no man but a prejudiced man, would 
ſuſpect the loyalty of Preſbyterians or C atholics 


they have given proofs of their attachment to the 
| preſent 
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preſent government which ſhould be recorded to 
their immortal honors—proots that entitle them toa 


different return from every true-hearted proteſtant, 


than that which they have received at the hands of 
the prelate. But ingratitude's the growth of 


every clime—it is not confined to any nation or 
age: however, I have confidence in the gentlemen 
who preſide at the helm of our affairs, that they 


look on thoſe people with proper ſentiments of 


affection, and that no character, however reſpectable, 


will influence them to change the opinion they 
entertain of them. In the hour of neceſſity they 
demonſtrated a willingneſs to preſent their baſoms 
to the bayonet of a foreign or domeſtic enemy ; 
and it is to them we may return thanks that our 
iland was not invaded by the French. Let it 
never be forgotten my fellow proteſtants—let it be 


written on your hearts in ſentiments of gratitude, 


that, at the time Marſchal Broglio was at Breſt, 
with an army of twenty thouſand picked men, 
and every preparation made for an embarkation, 


in order to make a deſcent on Ireland, the very 


idea of our general unanimity determined the cabi- 
net of Verſailles to countermand the expedition. 
Had the Roman Catholics ſhewed a diſpoſition at 
that awful criſis, eyen to obſerve a neutrality, it is 
eaſy to foreſee what would have been the conſe- 
quence. The army of a nation fluſhed with the 
diviſions and diſtreſſes of their moſt formidable 
rival, would have menaced the conqueſt of Ireland. 
1 ſhall not take upon myſelf to decide with what 
ſucceſs 
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acceſs their efforts might have been crowned, but 
I ſhall beg the indulgence of my readers, while I 
recount a few circumſtances, of the truth of which 


they « can form no doubt—ſome of them mult be in 
their own recollection. 


A ſhort time previous to the French Ambaſſa- 
dor's delivery of his reſcript to the court of Lon- 
don, a gentleman diſtinguiſned for his benevolent 
feelings, moved in our Houſe of Commons ſor 
ſome little indulgence for the Roman Catholics of 
this country. I am aſhamed to mention the re- 
ception his motion met with—it was ſcouted out 
of the houſe, almoſt unanimouſly. However, in 
about a week or fortnight afterwards, the news 
arrived of the French reſcript being announced to 
both houſes of the Britiſh parliament, and the con- 
ſequent determination of proceeding to hoſtilities. 
Mr. Gardiner then immediately moved for heads 
of a bill for the relief of the Roman Catholics, —« 
leave was granted by a great majority——and the 
bill carried, though ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by ſome 
ſhort-ſighted politicians. The account of this ope- 
rated as a thunder-bolt in France, whoſe object or” 

at leaſt whoſe apparent object was to render this 

country independent of Pritain—a meaſure exceed- 
ingly feaſible, from the great number of inhabi- 
rants who were unjuſtly oppreſſed by a code of 
laws, which one of the greateſt politicians in the 
world has juſtly aſſerted, were written in characlers 
of Blood. To ſuch a power as the French, I ſay, the 
meaſure was feaſible; they could have ſent any 
force they thought proper into our country they 
had 
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had officers ſrom every county, whoſe connections 
would have been on ſuch an occaſion of the utmoſt 
importance the prejudices of the vulgar were all 
in their favour—of the vulgar did I ſay? alas! 
the moſt enlightened, circumftanced as they were, 
would have acted. in the ſame manner, that it was 
but natural to ſuppoſe they would have done. 
The generality of Prieſts, all over the Kingdom, 
received their education in France; of courſe, it 
might very well be thought they would not have 
been unfriendly to a cauſe, from which they had 
much to expect. Add to all thoſe reaſons for 
inducing the French .to ſuch a procedure, that 
their ſituation favoured the enterprize, and that 
the parent ſtate was unable to afford us the leaſt 
protection. If the Roman Catholics were hoſtile 
to our glorious conſtitution, what more favourable 
opportunity could they require to ſabvert Church 
and State? What more favourable opportunity 
could preſent itſelf to them for recovering all the 
rights of which they had been deſpoiled, by the 
infractions of the conditions of Limerick? Their 
conduct was ſingularly loyal and gives the lie direct 
to every inſinuation to their diſhonour. They 
offered their ſervices to their proteſtant brethren, 
who gladly encouraged them to the volunteer 
ſtandard. Every individual ſeemed animated with 
loyalty and patriotiſm ; and the French found 
themſelves diſappointed in the aſſiſtance of a peo- 


ple, from whom they expected the moſt important 
ſerviccs. 


It 
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It is impoſſible for me to uſe any arguments to 
prove the attachment of the Roman Catholics more 
forcibly than their own conduct at that period. —- 
It was ſuch as demonſtrated their loyalty to be as 
ſincere as any of their fellow- ſubjects whatever.— 

It was the opinion of many well-informed men, 
that France never would have undertaken that war 
were 1t not in the hope of diſuniting Ireland from 
England, and no human power could fruſtrate their 
deſigns, - but the Roman Catholics themſelves. If 
their tried and approved affection can raiſe them in 
our eſteem, we ought to hold them in the moſt 
friendly point of view. We ought not implicitly 
to adopt opinions injurious to them, without a pre- 
vious inveſtigation and ; 

« What can we reaſon but from what we know ?” 
If our ſentiments of them be formed from our know- 
ledge and experience, we cannot withhold our 


admiration and reſpect for that virtuous and up- 
right body, who have been long neglected and de- 


ſpiſed, by thoſe to whom they have a right to look 


up to for relief. 


Away then with thoſe hacknied and ſhameful 


concluſions that a Roman Catholic cannot be ſincere 


in his profeſſions of attachment to our conſtitution 


and common fovereign—that he muſt relinquiſh 
every religious tenet he has imbibed, ere he can wiſh 


well to either—ere he can keep faith with us ere 
he can be bound to the obſervance of the moſt 
N U F 
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folemn obligations. Let us not recur to the dark 
ages of jgnorance and ſuperſtition, when temporal 
policy directed the conſciences of men. It is enough 
for us ſuch ſcenes cannot in the mature of things 
be repeated. Even in the days lallude to, much 
has been exaggerated to their diſgrace, We now 
behold them approaching to the tolerant principles 
of which it has been the glory of proteſtants to 
have laid the foundation. 1 feel for the man, who, 
to ſupport a tottering cauſe, is obliged to ſcurrility 
andthe moſt palpable falſehoods for arguments, to 
give feaſibility to his production, evidently dictated 
by ſelf prefervation, and a reſentment for which 
he never experienced, aught to juſtify. 


" When falſchood's infolent let truth be bold. 5 


Have Proteſtants always kept faith with Romart 
Catholics, I aſk you, holy man, for whom, after 
all, 1 entertain ſome reſpect on account of your 
facred habit principally ;—have they always kept 
faith with them I ſay ?—Ah! my Lord, I need 
not take you out of this country, to prove the con- 
verſe. Iriſhmen were ever warmly attached to 
their King, however unworthy he might have been 
of their regard. Look back to the reign of Eliza- 
beth—look back to the reign of the firſt Charles 
and to that of the ill- ſated James. What right 
had they to be ſo faithful -to © o the Stuart family, 
whoſe uniform conduct was lach as would juſtify a 
rebellious ſpirit in them, aswell as in the reſt of their 
tellow-ſubjedts *=—For Alc pay am aſtoniſhed when 


reflect 
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I refle& on the hiſtory of the Iriſh Catholics, than 
whom, under Heaven, there is not a people more 
miſrepreſented or belied. Borlace, Temple and 
my Lord Clarendon, (who by the bye was an ho- 
neſter meaning man than either of the other two, 
and indeed, it is paying his memory no compli- 
ment to ſay ſo) though they all reprobate the poor 
Papiſts, differ in the moſt important events recorded 

in their flories. I believe the noble author was de- 
| ceived, or he would have been an impartial hiſtorian, 
but as to Borlace and Temple, they wrote in de- 
| fence of their own characters, which were blacken- 
ed by the atrociouſneſs of their deeds. 


The Iriſh bled willingly and profuſely for James, 
even after he had deſerted hem they diſputed 
William's ſovereignty when ſhut up in Limerick 
the laſt dyke of that poltroon's dominions—a pol- 
troon I ſay, for he ſhould have rather died, than 
abandon ſuch ſubjects at the time he did. Their 
noble defence of that city will ever be the admira- 
tion of the greateſt martinets. Though in every 
extremity of hunger and diſtreſs, they refuſed to 
hearken to terms while they had a hope of ſucceſs; 
and when all expectation of foreign aſſiſtance failed 
them, they reſolved on an act of deſperation, or 
elſe to obtain terms worthy of themſelves. The 
articles on which they ſurrendered is a proof of this. 
They reſigned their liberties and arms for ſtipulated 
privileges, ſolemnly ſigned and ſealed. However, 
all thoſe articles were afterwards violated by Queen 
Ann, and the moſt oppreſſive laws enacted in place 
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of them. The properties ind perſons of Roman 
Catholics, to the indelible ſhame of that reign, were 
- expoſed to every danger and inſult, —— The child 
Was encouraged to plunge a dagger in the heart of 
Eis aged father the marriage bed, that laſt aſylum 
of human conſolation, was not (conſidered too 
1 facred for the ſtern arm of perſecution. 


The conduct of thoſe writers who are continu- 
ally preaching, that Roman Catholics conſider them- 
ſelves not bound to keep faith with us, is Very re- 
Prehenſible. They ſhould examine our conduct 
with reſpect. 10 them before they imputed ſo 1 jnju- 
rious a charge. The unfortunate Mary of Scot- 
land, bled for her credulity in depending on the 
good faith of Elizabeth of England, who invited 
her with apparent fincerity and affection to the 
Court of London; but the moment that unhappy 
Queen arrived in her dominions, inſtead of alleviat- 
ing her misfortunes; ſhe baſely had her perſon 
ſeized as a culprit, confined her in a caſtle far 
from her metropolis, and after an imptiſonment 
of near twenty years, brought her at laſt to trial 
for ſuppoſed treaſon, - and doomed her to death by 
a coxcerted, deliberate and ſyſtematical procedure, 
on a public ſcaffold. Innumerable are the inftances 
I could adduce to prove the violations of faith on 
the part of Proteſtants ; but the fate of the con- 
ditions of Limerick, precludes the neceſſity of en- 
tering more fully on that point. I thus. publicly 
call on the Right Rev. Biſhop for an opinion relative 
$0 the ns or propriety of ſuch an infraction dr 

| the 
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the terms on which the Roman Catholics ſubmit- 
ted to the arms of William. I call on him to come 
forward once more, and prove that it could be made 
without any violation of faith. But I am ſatisſied 
T urge him to an impoſhbility, and therefore ſhall 
decline preſſing kim on this occaſion. For my part 
I firmly believe, that juſtice as well as humanity for- 
bad the enacting of Pe al Laws beyond the letter 
of the conditions originally granted them Penal 
Laws which impoveriſhed our country, and ba- 
niſhed many of our brave countrymen, Whoſe 
wiſdom end bravery ia the cabinet and field have 

been the ſcourge of our parent ſtate - Penal Laws, 
which, cor.trary to the voice of Ggd and nature, en- 
couraged the child to rebel againſt his father, which 
broke the heart of many an amiable character, and 
ſent them to untimely graves—Penal Laws which 
burſt aſunder the ſtrongeſt and moſt ſacred of 
human ties, that of matrimony, and left unhappy 
| females of the Roman Catholic communion, ex- 
poſed to deſtruction from the perfidy of every 
villain, who by complying with the formsof their re- 
ligion, could deſpoil them of their honour and pro- 
perty together. O! what a melancholy account 
could I give of the operation of 'this law which 
{till diſgraces our country ! How many proſtitutes 
have been made by it, of 1 innocent young creatures 
who have been decoyed by the artifices of a de- 
ſigning Kknave, often without the knowledge of 
their parents or guardians, to beſtow their hands 


in a . marriage * Was 5 thought of but to ſanction 
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robbery and ſeduction! How many families have 


been plunged into all the miſeries incident to hu- 


manity—how many have been baſtardiſed by this 


| iniquitous law, and left to pine in wretchedneſs and 


want! The ſolemnities of religion were rendered 


ſubſervient to the purpoſes of fornication and ady]- 
tery—and all this for the ſecurity of the Proteſtant re. 
Hgion. Roman Catholics have often violated faith 


for the good of their church and have not we vio - 


Hated faith for the good of ours? My Lord! my 


Lord! look over the Popery laws impartially.— | 


Deteſt as you pleaſe his principles but have com- 
paſſion for the man and if not on the man, at leaſt 
for the weaker vaſſelthat poor frail being woman 
Land protect her chaftity and her property by an | 
efficient law, and your name will be ever hallowed 


by the virgins of this land. 


Lnagine not, my readers, that I am of opinion the 


| Roman Catholics owe no allegiance to the Houſe 
of Brunſwick. To Anne they certainly did not, 
and had they revolted, their proceedings merited 


not the name of rebellion, Ah! my Proteſtant 
and Preſbyterian brethren, who willingly would 


ſpill the laſt drop of your blood for Livery, and 
whoſe forefathers devoted their lives to the extirpa- 
uon of tyranny, would you not rather applaud than 
condemn the exertions of ſava ages to gain freedom 
for themſelves? and could you reprobate your own 
fellow - ſubjects and countrymen for poſſeſſing ſenti- 


ments ſo congenial to your own, had they even re- 


volted when their compact was broken ? Indeed, 


they 
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they have pat in a great meaſure emerged from 
what they formerly were—though they profeſs not 
the Proteſtant religion? they pathetically feel its in- 
fluence; and the nearer they approach to it, the 
more information they acquire, and the farther they 
will be removed from their original principles. — 
Policy adviſes lenient meaſures, which are the 
moſt certain that can be adopted, to ſave them 
from the artifices of an ignorant prieſthood, who 
are indebted for their dominion over the conſciences 
of their flocks to our impolicy in denying them a 
liberal education. Previous to the mitigation of 
the penal code, the records of ſo many years, only 
handed to us about four thouſand converts, and 
fince that period they have enereaſed in a compari- 
tive ratio of one to three. Does not this demon- 
ſtrate a generous ſpirit in that people, whoſe pride 
would not permit them to reform till they could do 
ſo without injuring their characters by an imputa- 
tion of mercenary conſiderations— till their cenver- 
ſion might be attributed to principle alone. 


Since the acceſſion of the preſent family to the 
Britiſh throne, they were always friendly to the 
Roman Catholics. It was the abominable Stuart 
trace who oppreſſed that people. His preſent Ma- 
jeſty, whom God Almighty long preſerve, poſ- 
ſeſſes principles of toleration worthy the King of a 
free people; and I might alſo obſerve that the 


principal perfonages of his confidence and coun- 


cils have been 3 for their liberality of 
ſentiment. 


— 
_—— 


- % 
1 
i 
" 
f 


— — . = 
> . ²˙— TEAR a, 
Px. = 4 , * — 


=Y 


Y 160 } 
ſentiment. Every perſon muſt recollect, that when 
fanaticiſm lit the torch that ſet his metropolis in 


flames, the firſt characters of the law, church, and 
ſtate, were the devoted objects of the rioters, for 


no other reaſon than their being the friends of 


toleration. While the horrid deed ſpread on 


« eagle's wings” this circumſtance was conſidered 
throughout Europe as the nobleſt compliment that 
could be paid to his Majeſty's government. 


It is abſurd, it is ridiculous to the laſt degree, 
to ſuppoſe that Preſbyterians and Papiſts would 
wiſh the ſubverſion of the preſent government and 
of our religion, becauſe their mode of worſhip is not 
the eſtabliſhed one of the ſtate. Is it probable 
any event of that nature would render their ſitua- 
tion better? The Preſbyterians are an enlightened 


people, and recolle& that they obtained no ad- 


vantages by the demolition of Church and State in 
the reign of that unhappy man Charles I. I ap- 
peal to the Biſhop's candor, if that people were 
not among the foremoſt for recalling, monarchy, 
and though they were moſt e and un- 
deſervedly put under great diſabilities afterwards, 
on account of their religious opinions, they have 
never been ſurpaſſed by any other deſcription of 
his Majeſty's ſubjects in their zeal for the ſupport 

of the conſtitution. 


But the Pre! late makes no allownics whatever 
for the approved loyalty of either of thoſe very 
reſpectable bodies, becauſe he conſiders chem ini- 


mical 
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mical to tithes. He attacks them both with viru- 
lence and. invective, without regard either to can- 
dor or conſiſtency: the principles of Preſbyterians 
tend to ſubvert order, and“ pull down an eccleſi- 
aſtical eſtabliſhment ;” ergo, he oppoſes them; 
on the contrary, the principles of the Roman Ca- 
tholics © tend to ſet up” what Preſbyterians would 
pull down, and ergo, he oppoſes them; and con- 
fidently aſſerts from / %% premiſes, the conclu- 
„ ſion is manifeſt; and in ſuch times the plain 
ce truth muſt be ſpoken, and it is for the eſſutial 
« intereſt of the Proteſtant Diſſenter, that the 
& truth ſhould be proclaimed, that of the three 
* perſuaſions, the members of the eſtaoliſned 
« church alone, can be cordial friends to the entire 
ce conſtitution of this realm, with perfect conſiſtency 
& of principle. And without ſuch conſiſtency, no 
© body of men can be entiiled to national confi- 
eie A pretty compliment to the Diflenters ! 
His premiſes remind me of the ſtory of a poor old 
man, his ſon, and his aſs. Going into a town 
they both rode on the aſs, till people ſhouted 
ſhame for both to ride on the creature at once. 
The old man alight, and his fon was ſoon after 
hooted for riding and letting his poor old father 
walk. The fon alight and the old man mounted, 
but he was alſo cenſured for riding, and letting 
his young ſon walk. They both then walked, and 
nevertheleſs, they were ridiculed by the mob. The 
old man, ſtill willing to pleaſe all, if in his power, 
got two poles, and with the aſſiſtance of his ſon, 
X | carried 
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carried the aſs; but all to no purpoſe, they were 


then reprobated for their folly and abſurdity. S0 
it is in ſome meaſure with my adverſary, for let 


the Preſbyterians or Roman Catholics hold what 
tenets they may, however oppoſite and contradic- 
tory, by a retrogade manceuvre, he wheels about, 
and twiſts and twines them to his purpoſe, with 
more dexterity than a ſlight of hand man. But it 
is unneceſſary for me to be dwelling on ſuch non- 
ſenſe. However, I muſt take notice of the inſult 


he offers to the underſtanding of the Preſbyteriaris 


in the quotation juſt mentioned, wherein he ſays it is 
for their eſſential intereſt they ſnould be informed of 
a truth, which is neither more or leſs than that 
they cannot be entitled to national confidence z 


and he ſubjoins a very modeſt requeſt in the ſuc- 


ceeding paragraph, that they will impute hrs 
refleclions to the unhappy circumſtances of the 
times, and not to a want of that liberal and 
chriſtian ſpirit of toleration, which he feels in his 
breaſt!!! _ 


In truth, I could write a whole volume on the 
many inconſiſtencies I obſerved in his pamphlet; 
notwithſtanding the rapid ſale it has experienced. 
I hope I have proved to the ſatisfaction of my 
readers, that all his arguments for the inſecurity of 


the Proteſtant religion are groundleſs and viſionary: 


In the firm perſuaſton, at leaſt, that I have ſaid 
enough to convince any candid, diſpaſſionate man 


that they are fo, I ſhall proceed to ſome general | 
obſervations on the ſubject. 


1 


N the advertiſement to the reader, which pre- 
cedes the pamphlet, that induced me to take 
up the pen, the author remarks, he had ſeen an 
addreſs to the nobility and gentry of Ireland by a 
layman; in which many of the obſervations in his 
tract are anticipated with ſo much ability that the 
author would have ſtruck them out, if they had 
not been neceſſary 10 the chain of his argument. 
I flatter myſelf I have ſufficiently expoſed the futi- 
lity of his argument, if he can call it his, which 
was the layman's, and every other perſon's who 
ever wrote on the ſubject. Indeed, the argument 
he ſpeaks of, has been ſo often made uſe of, that 
there was no occaſion for him to take the trouble 
of writing his pamphlet. He ſhould rather have 
republiſhed the Farmer's Letters, Free Thoughts, 
Ke. wherein are contained all the arguments he 
employed with reſpect to popery, and a great many 
more beſide. Though he compliments the lay- 
man for his abilities, I declare I conſider him as a 

2 ſtupid 
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ſtupid blockhead, who ſubſtituted abuſe and viru- 


lence for information and fair reaſoning ; beſides 
being one of the moſt notorious plagiariſts that 
ever put pen to paper. Notwithſtanding my opi- 
nion of the biſhop's talents is not very elevated, 
i declare I look on him as a bright luminary in the 
republic of letters, compared with the wretched 
{cribbler of that vile heap of traſh alluded to. The 
only thing I can perceive in it, is the robbery of 
innumerable authors, and a ſanguinary propenſity 
for perſecution. Indeed, it ſerved as a proper in- 
troduction for the Biſhop's peace-breatving mite, 
which was executed in a violent hurry, as he 
cautiouſly obſerves with all the modeſty of a vir- 
gin, who urges the hacknied excuſe of a very 
great cold, when called on for a ſong. Nothing 
is more common than excuſes of this nature; and, 
leſt I ſhould forget (for there are ſo many ideas 
floating in my imagination, that on my conſcience 
1 cannot pen the half of them) to apologize for 
the many inaccuracics I have been guilty of, be- 
fore I go any farther I will aſſure you, gentle 
reader, that I never read a line of my M. SS. but 
ſent them to the preſs hot from my brain, * 4 


To 


 * The Monthly Reviewers, I ſuppoje from a miſflake 
in the London Edition, made me ſay, © red hot jiom 
my brain.” The follocing is their critique en the 
TWIT R —- 
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| T the chain of bis argument! Immortal Berk- 
ley, how much beneath thy benevolent heart would 
ſuch a chain be! If it is poſſible that thy gentle 
ſpirit could look down from Heaven on thy ſuc- 
_ ceſlor, certain I am it would be with ſentiments 
of pity. I myſelf lament the part he has acted 
from the reſpect I bear hin, and ardently pray he 
may renounce ſuch illiberal doctrine, and become 
like unto thee, who wert the enlightened pluloſo- 
pher, and the mu Chriſtian! 


But I muſt inform my reader of a report that ! 
have heard ; which 1s, that the layman was ori- 
ginally the fon of a pariſh ſchoobl-maſter, who lived 
and died a Roman Carholic, n notwithſtanding he 

was 


it b ical production opens with an add ſtory, 
„ the author being deluded by a treacheraus friend, 
“ into an oppoſetion to the late indulgence granted 
50 the Roman Catholics, and of his being ruined by 
« him. Little method is to be expected from a writer, 
& who declares—** T here are ſo many ideas floating in 
« my imagination, that, on my conſcience, 1 cannot 
ce pen the half of tem; and, © 1 will aſſure 
you, genile reader, that I never read a line of my 
« M. SS. but ſent them 10 the preſs red hot from 
& iny brain.” Mr. Griffith is of courſe a very eccen- 
« tric penman ; he is a great enemy 10 tithes, contra- 
« 4:5 the Biſhop with little ceremony, diſputes moſt of 
„his repreſentation of facts on bis own knowledge, 
& and tells his Lordſhip ſome home truths with a vaſt 
deal of blunt humour.” 


„„ 


\ 


was apparently a Proteſtant. As it is unneceſſary 
for me to add a trait to his character, I ſhall only 
repeat the following lines, which were written on 

him ſome time ago, and all who know the bing, 
for it would be a proſtitution of my own nature 
to call him a man, acknowledge the juſtice and 
propriety of the ſatire. 


Diſdaining all diſguiſe, 
Diſplays his meanneſs in his eyes 
And is ſo much devoid of art, 
His very viſage ſpeaks his heart; 
Some ſhare of praiſe is ſure his due, 
Who looks a rogue, and is one too. 


Such is the doughty hero who eps out before 
the Biſhop to blow the trumpet of perſecution; 
though his own brother is a prieſt in France, and 
all the relations he has in the world are Roman 
Catholics. —True indeed he would not acknowledge 
them becauſe they are poor; but if they were in 
affluence, he would, like Macklin's Man of the 
World, be always a booing to them. Oh! you 

| unhappy wretch, who have not an individual you 

can call, brother, ſiſter, couſin, or a relation of 
any fort whatever—nay' not a friend if we except 
the Biſhop, and another Prelate. What a miſe- 
rable ſituation is this for a rational being! 


en 


declare I would not take any notice of the 

pitiful wretch if the Biſhop had not done him the 

[A honor of mentioning his pamphlet, He is be- 
„ | | neath 
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neath my notice, though he is extolled to the 
ſkies by the Biſhop, who ſays he is an able writer, 
and alſo, that his zeal for the preſervation of the 
Proteſtant religion is entitled to the warmeſt grati- 
tude from every friend of it, whether lay, like 
himſelf, or clerical, like the Biſhop. His thirſt of 
blood is monſtrouſiy juſtified in the ſentence that 
« apprehenſions for the ſafety of religion will natu- 
« rally excite a warmth.” The Lord deliver me 
from ſuch a warm!, good Prelate—it was a 
warmth your friend's old father the pariſh ſchool- 
maſter never felt. However, it is highly pleaſing 
to you who ſeemed almoſt in as great a heat your- 


ſelf, and conſequently are as well entitled to the 


_ warmeſt gratitude for your zeal in the preſervation of 
Proteſtantiſm. In pretty plain terms this Theophi- 
lus aſſerts, that poor O'Leary is an agitating friar 
and a Romiſh miſſionary, ſent hither to ſow ſedition 
and ſpirit up a Popiſh banditti; and that he abſo- 
lutely merits hanging more than Sheehy, who was 
formerly hanged and quartered in Clonmel, not for 
heading White-Boys, as that ignorant ſcribbler aſ- 
ſerts, but for the murder of John of the Bridge, 
as he was called; though he was as innocent of 
the fact as the child unborn. However, he was 
the only clergyman out of the peal of the eſta- 
bliſhed church that ever! recollect to have heard of 
ſuffering, except for celebrating maſs; and I believe 
_ Theophilus conſiders that a crime heinous enough 
to merit the good offices of a topſman, which I very 
much fear. will be his fate ſooner or later—the 
Lord convert him, from his wicked ways! Many 

hundreds 


[ 


hundreds of prieſts have been hanged, cut down 
alive, ripped dC pen, their hearts and bowels thrown 
into their faces, ere the lamp of life was totally 
extin&t—then thrown into a fre and burned to 
aſhes, and their limbs ſevered and treated with 
all poſſible ignominy, both in Englan and Ireland, 
though no other offence had been proved againſt 
them than the celebration of maſs, as was introduced 
into England by Auſtin, who firſt converted it from 
heatheniſm to chriſtianity about the year 598. 
As to a diſſenting miniſter, I never heard of one 
of them who ſuffered for any foul deed. Pit let 
as turn to the eſtabliſhed clerg ern 
God ! what do we behold? not a crime that 
was ever recorded in a newgate calander, or 
that ever diſgraced humanity, that ſome of them 
have not either ſuffered for, or at leaſt been in- 
dicted for ;—/®gertes, roobertes, Derjuries, rapes, 
adulteries, murders, ſuicide !/—nay, gentle reader, 
do not ſtart or turn pale at the horrid recital, there 
is not a crime ſpecified in the above Lack ſchedule, 
that I could not at this moment produce a caſe in 
point to prove my aſſertions, and I could name 
each man individually who had been guilty of 
each particular crime; but did I do ſo I muſt hurt 
the feelings of many particular friends for whom ! 
have the greateſt eſteem ;—nay what is more, I 
ſhouid be obliged to name a relation of my own 
amongſt the delinquents. On my word, they are 
in general a diigrace to the national religion and 
I fear they will ever continue fo until their princely 
revenues 
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revenues are abridged fimilar to that in Scotland. 


It is horrible to reflect on their conduct, and to 


think at the ſame time that the church lands of this 
kingdom alone are more than double the entire 
revenues of a thouſand clergymen in Scotland, in- 

finitely their ſuperiors, as I before obſerved, in 
| piety and learning. O! ye Senators, take this 
ſubject into your moſt ſerious conſideration, and 
leave not thouſands upon thouſands of your coun- 
trymen in miſery on their account. Remember 


flock of Chriſt, and to take the overſight thereof, 


not by conſtraint but willingly; and for filthy lucre. 
Ye younger ſubmit yourſelves to the elders; 


yea, all of ye be ſubject one to another, and be 


cloathed with humility z for God reſiſteth the 


proud, and giveth grace to the humble—ergo, he 
hath given very little grace to the generality of our 
clergy, but he reſiſteth the moſt of them, as un- 
doubtedly there are not prouder people under the 


canopy of Heaven than they are in general—in- 


deed, they are ſo much ſo that I have with horror, 
_ obſerved ſome of them turn up their noſes in the 
adminiſtration of the elements to the —_ fort of 


people. 


I am aſhamed to mention Theophilus * the 
Biſhop together, but I cannot avoid it: They 
have both mangled O'Leary's writings and per- 
verted them in a moſt ill-natured manner—one has 
aſſerted him to be the fomenter of ſedition © an 
" 3 friar,” who ought to be hanged ; the 
b 4 other 


I ! 


the advice of St. Peter to the Elders, to feed the 


— 
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other does not ſay ſo much indeed; but he ſays 
it would be very diflicult—nay, he carries it to an 
impoſlbility, to prove the contrary, becauſe it is a 
negalive propoſition. He does not ſay O'Leary was 


ſent. hither on purpoſe to ſow ſedition ; but his 


letters he aſſeris are calculated, and artfully contri- 
vedto produce ſuch an effect; and then proceeds to 
quotations from his letters, to which he affixes a 
plauſible meaning, diamentically oppoſite to the 


original. Were I but diſpoſed to ſerve the Biſhop : 


in the ſame mannet he ſerved poor O'Leary, I would 
convince my readers, that his pamphlet was 
levelled againſt the Proteſtants of Ireland in- 
ſtead of the Preſbyterians or Papiſts. But, as aſ- 


ſertion is nothing, I will juft give one example 


to prove how I might diſſect his refleAions as he 
calls them: 


It is evident (ſays he) that the National 


„ clergy are not paid by their pariſhioners, but by 


the public: and conſequently the complaints made 


< by ſorne of the Diſſenters of both communions, 


(chat is, the :Preſbyterians and Papiſts) or rather 


« by others for them, that they pay two clergymen, 


« are ill-founded.” — Venerable, humane, and holy 


prelate, it is not diſputed but tithes are paid by 


the public, which God of his infinite mercy grant 


may not long be the caſe; but I cannot compre- 


hen your meaning when you ſay they are not paid 


by the pariſhianers of a pariſh. Ah, the moſt ac- 
cute of the human ſenſe S, emphatically contra- 


dicts 


* a 


* 4 


* 4 
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—_ ( 
dicts you—the Pariſhioners feel — 


they are made 


to feel that they do pay Tithes, to the very letter 
of a law, which humanity ſhould confign to obli- 


viea therefore, the aſſertion that they do pay tuo 


clergymen is not ill. founded. But, he ſays the com- 
Plaints are not made by the Diſſenters of either 


communion ; but by others for them; who then 
can thoſe others be but Proteſtants ? Is it not plain 
is it not evident that neither Preſbyterians or 
Papiſts were included in the word others ? I do 


not ſay the Biſhop intended to clear them 


the contrary is the fact. However, he has done 


ſo to all intents and purpoſes; for. magna eft veritas 


et r evalebit. Is it not cruel then to abuſe reſpecta- 


ble bodies for crimes which they never committed, 
(i. e. complains againſt tithes) but which were the 


entire work of chers for them 2. 


In juſtice to O'Leary, I muſt inſiſt he has uſed 
every argument which could have been rationally 
employed to deter the deluded Right-Boys from 
their outrages. The moſt powerful reaſons he aſ- 
ligned to influence them. He proved to them that 
their barbarous exceſſes could anſwer no other end, 
than that of ſubjecting them to the death of a gibbet. 
beſides doing the moſt important injury to their 


cauſe. And although the Biſhop /zeers at his mak- 


ing a tender of his ſervices to the Proteſtant clergy, 
to me it appears the ſtrongeſt proof of the ſincerity 


of his intentions. But what would be praiſe worthy 


in another, is reprobated as the act of a liberal and 
well-meaning friar ;—a man eſteemed by all ranks 
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and degrees of chriſtians ;—a man who has been 2 
peace-maker, and a leveller of unnatural diſtincti- 
ons, now to my knowledge, near twenty years. 
For my part 1 have read all that gentleman's works, 
and could never perceive any thing in them excep- 
tionable, but quite to the contrary. He certainly 
admits the peaſantry were aggrieved; and can any 
man deny it ?—are they not the moſt miſerable he- 
lots under Heaven? Each of them is obliged to 
pay forty ſhillings for his ftye and potatoe- garden; 
and this he clears by working out with his land- 
lord, at four-pence a day; as for his own-ridge of 
potatoes, the fole ſupport of himſelf and family, 
that he is obliged to till on Sundays. Is it not 
cruel then to exact the tenth of his only ſupport— 
of his whole year's labour, and the labour of his 
wretched helpmate ? Surely the beneficed clergy 
and fat pluritans, ſhould rather charitably relieve 


thoſe ſons and daughters of affliction, than op- 
preſs 1 them! 


| There is another ———— under which the pea- 
ker labour, which has diſtreſſed them exceed- 
ingly— the taking in and encloſing all the common- 
ages of the province of Munſter: within theſe 
twenty years, it became faſhionable for gentlemen 
of property to take poſſeſſion of every commons 
contiguous to their eſtates, and drive the poor pea- 
fants' piggs and geeſe off, and annex them to their 
own lands; this was originally the cauſe of their 
riſings; and hence it was that they were called 
* from their aſſembling at t night, andge- 
; | ns 
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| relling thoſe hi conſtructed by tyrants to de- 
prive them of their Deodands, which the poor had 
held peaceable poſſeſſion of for time immemorial. I 
remember myſelf large tracts of land in common- 
age even in my time, in the county of Tipperary, 
and which had been the chief ſupport of many 
poor families, walled in by gentlemen of fortune, 
who without the leaſt ceremony, precluded the poor 
from any benefit or participation whatever. In 
this inſtance the clergy themſelves ſhould have 
interfered, and prevented ſuch act of oppreſſion; 
inſtead of which, however, they encouraged and 
united with the powerful and opulent in thoſe de- 
predations on the property of the miſerable and 
helpleſs children of afffiction and poverty. Thus 
it appears evidently, that the peaſantry of Ireland 


were not the original aggreſſors; but that their 


firſt inſurrections were owing to violations of the 
laws on the on of their ſuperiors.” 


I was ever BW opinion that religion always ſuffered 
by diſputation, and that it is highly imprudent for 
one communion to diſplay the abſurdity of another. 
Wranglings of this ſort have frequently ſhaken 

chriſtianity to its centre, and made infidels of men 
who otherwiſe might have lived and died within 
the pale of either religion. I am convinced from 


bobſervations and reflections on men and things, that 


the only true way of making converts from Popery, 
if it be a deſideratum (which from the enlightened 
complexion of the times, I hardly think worth be- 
ſwing a thought upon) i is ** neither to encourage 

«c Or 


church, and invoke the aſſiſtance of Jeſus Chriſt, 


L n. 


or diſcourage it, but to cultivate literature.” I 


therefore, very much condemn the principle of intro- 


ducing the oath of a Popiſh Biſhop at his conſecration 
in the Biſhop of Cloyne's pamphlet. It naturally 


leads us to think of that taken by the Proteſtant 


Biſhops ; and the ſame reaſons which induce us to 


- condemn the former, will not lead us to admire the 


latter. I am always ſhocked at the recollection of 


thoſe clergymen who canvals for a Biſhoprick in this 


or the ſiſter kingdom—with my whole heart I con- 


demn the procedure, which is little better than a 
- mockery of the Supreme Being. I ſhall juſt, my 


reader, give you a ſkeich of the proceſs :—Before 
Even any vacancy occurs, a clergyman who has inte- 
reſt with government exerts every nerve to obtain 
Aa premiſe from the miniſter, which ſometimes he 
obtains, and ſometimes he does not; however, on 
jhe demiſe of a Biſhop, there are many candidates 
for the mitre. The gclebrated Mr. Fox never 
laboured more ſtrenuouſſy to circumvent his great 
rival Mr. Pitt, than they do to circumvent et 
other. However, the miniſter generally deter- 
mines on the object very ſpeedily, which is almoſt 


invariably the man, however unworthy, who has 


moſt intereſt. As ſoon as his choice is fixed, 4 
Coupe dclire, by ro; al authority, paſſes the great 
ſeal, empowering the Dean and Chapter of the 
vacant Biſhoprick to elect a Biſhop oY that ſee. 
But thisis only a farce, for the perſon is nominated 
by the' miniſter whom they are to elect. How- 
ever, they appoint a day, when they meet in the 
in 


4 * 
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m the moſt ſolemn manner, to direct tiiem in tliei 
determination, though in fact they have no more 
power to prefer a man they might deem worthy 
than I have; for they dare not oppoſe the will of 


* 


the miniſter. 
bluſh !1-—— }- 


* 
. 


Bluſh, ye Deans and Chapters, 


« C'eſt menſonge pour dire, 
Vous avez un Ouge delire.” - 


When this pious addreſs to their Saviour is finiſhed, 
they elect the perſon whom the miniſter had direct- 
ed them; and after ſupplicating Chriſt ſor his light 
and grace, to direct them in a choice they have no 
liberty of making—a choice already made for 
them by the miniſter another day, by the ſame 
authority, 1s appointed for the conſecration ; and 
then comes on a ſcene, if poſſible, more painful 
to a contemplative chriſtian than even the preced- 
ing. But J have already hinted at that, therefore, 
it is unneceſſary for me to dwell any farther on it 
at preſent I only alluded to it now, in order to 
ſhew my readers, the abſurdity of the oath of a 
Popiſh Biſhop can be equalled by thoſe who boaſt 
a more enlightened education; but the move can 
be eaſier diſcerned in the eye of another, than the 
beam in that of the cenſor. 


In the hope a publication of my oviervations, on 

a ſubject of the firſt importance to the nation, may 
at this criſis be productive of ſome falutary effects, 
in exciting the commileration of the legiſlature for 
pe, the 
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the wretched peaſantry, who are plunged into out- 
rages, not by a diſaffected ſpirit to church or ſtate, 
but by the moſt preſſing neceſſities of nature, I 
have been induced to ſtep forward, and ſhould I 
have the happineſs of being inſtrumental in allevi- 
ating their miſeries, I ſhall deem it the greateſt 
glory of my life. 
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THEOPHILUS's LETTER, Se. 


COME time after the original publication of the 


JI foregoing tract, relative to the Biſhop of 


Cloyne's pamphlet, a ſcurrilous and infamous letter, 


addreſſed to me, made its appearance, with the 
flignature of Theophilus. Not content with the 


groſſeſt abuſe of my character and perſon, the 


author had the cold cruelty to make a mockery 


of my misfortunes, inſult my miſery, and tri- 
umph in my fall —all which were comprehended in 


the very title page, which was as follows : © A. 
„Letter to Amyas Griffith, Eſq. late Surveyor of 
* the Beau Walk, Stephen's-Green, and formerly 
« Inſpector General of the Monitor, and of the 
« Polite Converſation of Dodderidge and Van- 
_ «thrump; occaſioned by his late ſcurrilous pam- 
Iphlet againſt the Biſhop of Cloyne, Theophilus, 
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te and the Dignitaries of the eſtabliſhed church: 
& With ſome obſervations on the recent conduct 
« of the Friar of the branes mn. By 
6 * | 


In taking a review of my life, the candid author 
accuſed me of libelling my own mother, and 
making her the ſubject of "y « ſarcaſtic, ſplene- 
* tic and envenomed pen,” He alſo accuſed me 
of tyranny, adultery and duplicity; and faid 1 
had ruined all the officers I could, who were under 
me. My hoſpitality he attributed to oſtentation, 
andevery trait in my character, which bore any rg- 


| ſemblance to amiability, he perverted in order to 


render me odious, and to blaſt any idea of hope 
I might have of ever ſeeing better days, by repre- 
ſenting me in ſuch abominable colours to the 
world. Even my acquitting myſelf as a gentle- 
man, whenever Thad the misfortune of being called 


to a ſolemn appeal, furniſhed him with an opportu- 


nity of cenſure; and he ſaid my promptitude in 
accepting challenges, prevented my heing fre- 
quently chaſtiſed, as people did not chuſe to venture 
their lives with with /uch a diſciple. In ſhort, after 
tracing me to my late publication, with all the 


aids of malice and ill nature, he proceeds in the 
following manner: 


4 Thus, 8 I attempted to delineate 
g ſketch of your life. It were, indeed, impoſſible 
to do juſtice to its deformity. I may wel! jay your 
meat was ſcandal, — your drink was iniquity. That 
you 


1 


E 


you have ſome genius 1 allow ; but you invariably 
proſtituted your talents to the vileſt purſuits, and 


rendered ſuch gifts a curſe red as ſcarlet to to2iery, 


which united to a better mind, would have ken 
its ornament and delight. Your connections, did 
you not diſgrace them, would have forwarded your 
intereſts, and fortune would have ſiuiled on you 
with a lambent ray of ſunſhine on her counte- 
nance; true, yau may fay, without the ablittance 
of your friends, you baſked under her wings for a 
time,—you may ſay with the agitating friar of a 
barbarous ſirname, ſhe trod in your Reps and hu- 
moured your motions but, alas! how Ackle and 
inconſtant did ſhe prove to you? Her ſmiles were 


like an April morning “ clad under a midnight 


cloud! which burſt upon you at laſt, imote by 
the arm of juſtice, and caſt you with your 


« ſhattered bark” on a rock, where you are left to 


periſh without hope or conſolation. 


As a Surveyor of Stephen's-Green, you ſtand 
unrivalled in the annals of any age or country. 
The pohte converſation of Dodderidge and Wan- 
thrump will immortalize you, in Ireland, — for 
there is ſcarce a family in the whole kingdom that 


has not too much reaſon to hand you down to po- 


ſtericy with execrations. Your ſhafts were more 
fatal and more cowardly than the ſtiletto of an 
aſlaſſin. It was not an individual you wounded. 
——a whole nation could not furniſh victims 
enough to ſatiate your thirſt for ſcandal. England. 
Scotland, all the Briuſh domimions,—nay, France. 


Spain, 
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-* of cach combatant. 


© «ba: 
Spain, Portugal, Germany, Holland, Italy, &c. &c. 
were ranſacked for your infernal amuſement, No 


wonder ſhould the ſtones ſpontaneoully ſpring from 


the pavements at your devoted head thicker than 
« Hail from Heaven.” But in all the characters 
you held up to public view, it is worthy of remark, 
ſcarce in one inftance did your pen give a lenient. 
touch. Whatever is amiable or good in human 
nature could afford no ſubject matter to a pen 
hke yours. Your clement was ſcurrility, and ab- 
{tracted from that, you were like a fiſh out of the 
wa*er. Genius ſeemed to be conferred on you by 


nature to depreciate and to defame ; for whenever 


you n attempted to compliment or commend an indi- 
vidual, you executed the taſk to aukwardly, that 
every reader could perceive, “the author was a 
novice in the art of doing g juſtice to virtue,” In 


fact, it was not your forte Amyas, for you are a 


perfect ſtranger the impulſes of philanthropy. 

Nature jorn ned you, like King Richard, a hater 
of the buman race, for you have no brother ; and 
cuſtom and habit have eſtabliſhed you a miſan- 
thrope. You cannot be angry with me for being 
thus ſevere, agreeahie to the maxim you yourſelf 
gave a tanchion io; 5 It would be highly ungene- 


L rous to expect I ſhould be tenacious of combat- 


ing che Biſhop's arguments——becaule they are 
ulis in every conteſt, whatever weapons 
are employed, a liberty of uſiag them is the right « 
The prelate and I fight not 

| * with 


E 


ce with ſwords but with pens.” * By the ſame rule, 


my dear and worthy friend, you and I may fight 


with our pens as long as we pleaſe. Very little in- 
deed have I to expect from a conteſt with you, for 
though I ſhould level you with your mother earth— 


———— demi bhonorum 


AEmulus Ajaci. 


Were I publicly known, I ſhould not do you 
the honour of thus diſſecting you; for your pen, 
envenomed as it is, could not wound me. I am 
not a pariſh ſchool-maſter's ſon, I am not, nor 
never was, a papilt—l1 was not at any period of my 
life a ſhop-boy to a linen draper I never libelled , 
any man—T have no brother a prieſt—in ſhort, 1 


do not in any reſpect anſwer the deſcription you 


have given of me; and therefore I repeat you could 


not wound me. You may draw an imaginary cha- 


racter, and hold that character up to puplic view, 
in colours the completion of your heart—amule 


yourſelf and the town but like Junius I will re- 


main, © though not unknowing yet unknown.” 
Falſhood and calumny call faſt to your aid,— 


Theophilus deſpiſes you he deteſts and abhors 


* ſuch men as you.“ 


Jou ſee, Amyns, I indirectly allow you to be a 
man, and Tn to * you will inform 


See PIO s Oh valions on the Biſhop if ane” 5 
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me, ſhould you anſwer this pamphlet, your rea- 
ſons for not allowing me the ſame character. Can 
y cu fay lam not as perfectly formed as you, though 
you think it would be a proſtitution of your na- 
ture to call me a man. I have ſeen your face, 
Amyas, and confeſs I was not much prepoſſeſſed 
by it, in your favour, It is of that caſt, that its 
| {miles imperceptibly bad me AVE a CARE.” 
I did not baſk in your ſmiles, for you can ſmile I 
confeſs; the more I viewed them the more I trem- 
bled, and felt myfelf diſpoſed to guard againſt 
ſceret miſchief. But when you looked ſerious, a 
gallows and its agent emphatically ſtruck my ima- 
gination. It appeared to me equally adapted for 
the victim or the officer of a gibbet. And again, 
when you frowned, I thought of that king of 
terrors—gloomy Pluto. In ſhort, Amy, whatever 
way you looked, I was unhappy for the ſhort time 
[ was in your company; and, I aflure you, when- 
ever | recollected your looks, ſince, I was fo much 
ſhocked, that I could not bear to be alone in the 
dark. On which account I have a taper in my 
chamber all night, as [ am a barchelor, and ſleep 
alone, 4 | 
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* Though we are thus fighting with pens, 
Amyas, I ſhall make one requeſt of you : 1 ob- 
ſerved ſome time ago, a paragraph in the Dublin 
Journal, purporting you were preparing to publiſn 
another edition of your pamphlet, with conſiderable 
alterations and additions, to which you would add 
a ſtriking likeneſs of your immiculate ſelf. Indeed, 

 Amyas, 


2 

Amyas, if you do, I anticipate evils without 
number to the riſing generation. It is t common 
now- a- days for women great with child to ſtand 
looking at prints exhibited in ſnop windows, that 
the moſt dreadful conſequences may well be ap- 
prehended, ſhould your phiz ſhadow but a ſingle 
pain in each ſhop. Abortions and monſters will 
fill the columns of our news papers, and the ſtreets 
will reſemble a rookery with widowers and orphans 
clad in the ſable garb of woe. Ah! Amyas! 
have ſome bowels of compaſhon. © Deteſt all 


„ mankind as you pleaſe, but have compaſſion at 


& leaſt for the weaker veſſel, that poor frail being 
„ woman, and preſerve her life and her child, 


together, by omitting your likeneſs, and your 


name will be ever hallowed by the women of this 
„ land,”* You ſee I can deign, reptile as you 
are, to requeſt a favour form you ; not indeed on 
my own account, but for the good of my fellow 


creatures. In doing evil, you out do your friend. 


the evil one's apothecary; but as to doing good 
you are a perfect Swift- Peter, as that wretched 
animal the ſloth is ironically called. You out-herod 
Herod. All Iaſk is a negative good to ſociety, 
that you may not do more miſchief than Doderidge 


or Vanthrump ever did. I give you leave in return 


to propagate with impunity as much ſcandal as you 
pleaſe relative to myſelf. More ink will be ſpilled 
by our diſſenſions than blood, except you inſiſt, as 


I own you may do with ſome feaſibility, that ink and 


dee Amy's Obſervations, 
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| blood are all alike, for the juices of your heart are 
b 1 as black as your heart, and blacker than the ink 
with which I write this aff-&tionate letter to you, 
my dear friend, AMYas GRIFFITH, Efq. 


But, Amyas, I am not aſhamed of the pro- 
duction you and the Friar of the barbarous Sir- 
name have ſo grofly ſtigmatized. I had no pri- 
vate reaſons for writing it; I thought it my duty 
to ſtand forward in the defence of the Eſtabliſhed 

Church, when, I perceived Preſbyterians and 
Papiſts, whoſe principles are as oppoſite as light 
and darkneſs, leagued for its demolition. I afſert- 
ed there were Romiſh Miſhonaries and agitating 
Friars; 1 will now go farther, and pronounce on 
my own faith, in the face, of the world, that 
there are allo agitativg miniſters of the Preſbyte- 
rian communion, who would readily unite with 
Papiſts in conligniag our glorious conſtitution, the 
wifdom of ages, to ruins. Yes, I might ſay more, 
but there are ſome men whom my very ink could 


j not blacken. Docs not Campbell indirectly ſay his 
2 | miniſtry only are entitled to tithes? Does not Bar- 
4 ber indirectly ſay, popiſh clergy alone are intitled 
if to tithes in Ireland? and does not the friar of the 
| barbarous ſirname indirealy ſay, the eſtabliſh-d 
b| clergy are not intitled to tithes ? Proteſtants, 
| Froteitants, this is no time for ſleeping. The 
. bloody ſtandard is about to be erected, and a reno- 
. | vation of the maſſacre of 1641 will be acted if 
Þ 1 you do not keep the nails and claws of Preſbyterians 


\ | 


and 


F wy 1 
and Papiſts clipt in ſuch a manner as that they 
cannot wound you. 


To hope the Preſbyterians will be beat out of 


their predilection for Popery, were abſurd; their 
temper is ſtubborn; from mere oppoſition to Pro- 
teſtantiſm they will perſevere, and rather fink to 


the depths of perdition, than yield to wholeſome 


counſel. Their ſyſtem of religion is rank nonſenſe, 
yet they are peaceably ſuffered to enjoy it, and not 


only enjoy it, in the fame uncircumſcribed manner. 
we enjoy ours, but alſo to hold places of truſt and 


honour under our mild and moderate government. 
Let they are not ſatisfied. They are all rebels 
in their natures. They ſip ſedition with their mo- 
ther's milk, and no wonder they thould be always 
ripe for inſurrection. It is utterly impoſſible, as 


the worthy Prelate has obſerved, that they can wich 


conſiſtency of principle, be friendly to govern- 
ment: and I ſay, and inſiſt on the fact, that they 
muſt be, with conſiſtency of principle, enemies 
and traitors to the ſtate, Ihe ſame diſpoſition 
which led them to butcher the ill fared Charles, they 
cheritn, and ever will cherith in their boſoms. In 
the ſummer of 1784, was there a meeting of them 
where “a bloody ſummer and a headlels king” was 
not their grit and favourite toalt ? They are natu- 


rally hoſtile to monarchy; they have demonſtrated 


it on every occaſion, aud their faces ought to be 
kept to the earth in ſubjection. 


Jou ſay, my good friend, that many prieſts 


have been hanged for ſaying Maſs; yes, but they 
Aa2 We 
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were all like Preſbyterians, traitors in their hearts; 


and convicted of crimes diſtinct from ſuperſtition, 
If they only practiſed their ſuperſtitions, they would 


not have ſuffered ; but from the conduct of many 


of them, as well as their avowed principles, it was 


evident they were inimical to the eſtabliſhed reli- 


gion. Forcibly as the Biſhop has proved that 
Preſbyterians, with conſiſtency of principle, cannot 
be friendly to our eſtabliſhment, he might, with 
more energy, have inſiſted that prieſts are in a 
ſimilar predicament. For the latter he had more 
arguments than the former; and therefore it is no 
wonder if, in the convulſions of the ſtate, they 
were executed wherever they were found. They 


raiſed perſecutions againſt themſelves, for the ho- 


nour of martyrdom, after which they panted ; and 
it was but juſt to gratify them. From their prin- 
ciples they muſt have been dangerous to the ſtate 
therefore the ſtate was juſtified by a principle of 


ſelf preſervation to uſe them as enemies. Perhaps 


it would be well if the ſame noble ſpirit actuated 
our preſent rulers—lIf ever it ſhould be the caſe, 


eternal God grant Preſbyterians and Papiſts may 


be dealt with according to their deſerts! - 


« ST. SHEEHY, the notorious murderer and 
white boy, you have the impudence to aſſert, was 


ſacrificed to the prejudices of the times; and the 


triar of the barbarous ſirname, following your ex- 
ample—treading in your ſteps, proclaims the man 
to be living, for whoſe murder he was executed, 


Mr. Toler, who is at preſent a member of par- 
lament 


+ | 


lament, was high ſheriff of the county when 


Sheehy was tried. He has declared lately in the 
Houſe of Commons, that he impanelled a molt re- 
ſpectable jury, and that he had been convicted on 
the cleareſt evidence. Yet you and the friar pre- 
ſume to aſſert the contrary, for which you juſtly 
merit the agency of the finiſher of the law. I 
ſhould laugh very heartily if you were convict- 
ed chen turned Papiſt, and was executed for the 
good old cauſe to ſee your hair preſerved, like St. 
Sheehy's, and banded with veneration from father 
to ſon, as a relics of St. Amy. | 


Indeed, Amyas, on that ſubject you have earn- 
ed ſtrangulation. You have opened wounds which 
the lenient hand of time had cloſed. You ſay, 
thoſe who were concerned in the death of that 
man, a viſible judgment purſued, and that they 
all died in undeſcribable miſery. May their rela- 
ttons not forgive you ſuch tranſcendent impiety! 
may they purſue you till you meet with a ſimilar 
fate! Not content with reprobating the moſt ſacred 
lioing characters, you open the tombs of the 
4 with your unhallowed hands, and hold up 
aſhes to obloquy, which can no more defend than 
offend. The relations of thoſe who ſlumber in the 
duſt ſhould whet daggers for your boſom, and drag 
you like another Cacus, from your den into day- 
light; there to inflict tortures on you who have 
ever gloried in an them on others. 


Leſt you ſhould find fault with my ſtile of 


writing, 
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writing, on account of its being low, ſcurrilous, &c. 
J muſt inform you, I endeavoured to adopt it to 


the perſons taſte to whom it was addreſſed. Had 
1 wrote in a genteeler ſtile I am certain you would 


not underſtand me; as it is, I have that to dread. 


But if it gives you one home pang, I ſhall be abun- 


dantly gratified. You ſaid I was BLOODY MINDED 
—it is but preſerving you from the imputation of 
a lyar to aſſure you I thirſt for blood but it is 
for the blood of traitors, ſuch as you. 


e The recent conduct of the friar of the bar- 
arous ſirname, proves him to be a rebel in his 
heart. The cloven foot has appeared in his pam- 
phlet—it breathes treaſon and ſedition: and it is 
incumbent on the legiſtature to look to him in time. 


„ The Preſbyterians, whom you, caitiff, com- 
mend fo much, are, and ever were, a ſtiff: necked 
generation of vipers. Their religion is a compound 
of abſurdities, which they deſpiſe in their hearts, 
though they pretend to venerate it. They have 
often n implored the Deity to pull down the bloody 
houle of Bourbon— and now they implore him as 
fervently to pour benedictions on it. The laws of 
God are immutable; but the laws they aſcribe to 


him are as changable as their appetites and paſſi- 
ons. 


* But, why, to uſe a phraſe of your own, “ do 
you lug in by the head and ſhoulders” the 

QUAKUERS, Ungrateful wretches, who hold i 
impious 


TT mn x 
impious to thank God even after meals. The hy- 
pocritical Preſbyterian will chant a prayer as long 
as the pſalms of David, after dinner, but the 
Quaker would not even ſay “ God be praiſed.” 


The Quakers are a proud fanatical ſet, who ſprung 


from the dregs of the people. No man of worth 
or property ever joined them, but Pexx and 
BARCLAY. The ſect was eſtabliſned by a ſhoe- 


maker's apprentice, who run away from him, and 
ſtole his bible. He was ſoon joined by wretches 


ignorant as himſelf, who deſpiſed religion and the 
common forms of civility. They worked them- 
ſelves into ſuch wild extacies, that their bodies 
would be convulſed, ——hence they were called 
Quakers. They are a cunning people, who would 

not cheat nor defraud, but outwit the world; and, 
like Preſbyterians, make religion ſubſervient to 
their intereſts. —To prove their duplicity, were un- 
necellay—it is already notorious. 


« Adicu, Amyas—converkon or a halter to you, 
is the ardent wiſh of your friend, 


THEOPHILUS.” 


In ſome time after the publication of the fore- 
going humane and elegant production, an advertiſe- 


ment appeared in the public papers, ſigned by a 


bookſeller of the name of Henry Watts, purport- 
ing that Theophilus was not the author of it. 1 
| | do 


q 


- inns 8 


2 <4 * 


_—_— — "= Be Foe 


Ps 
C0 


3 


33 
r 


— — 
z TIES — — — 7 
has See . > K 
bY = 5 2 — £ 
$a —_— — * 


S ST A DIES 
2 on = 4 


41 3 — 
- —— — 2 
22 4 2 I 2 *% 
= — — — 


n 


k * } 


do not wonder that the juato of holy 2 ſis ſhould 


bluſh on reflection, and influence a bookſeller to 
aſſert any thing that could wipe away ſo foul a 


ſligma from their cauſe; nor am ] diſpleaſed with 
Henry Watts for becoming their tool. My ſources 
of information however are great; as my acquaint= 


ance is exenſive with the literary gentlemen of Dub- 


lin; and very little can occur worth knowing in the 
republic of letters, without tranſpiring to one or 


other of them. Theophilus is but the jackall of 
the reverend junto ;—my own relation, who is an 


archiſhop, is very intimate with him , and he has 


openly declared it was only written for the innocent 


purpoſe of creating a laugh. Under ſuch influence 


he wrote his firſt Philippic, as an introduction for 
the biſhop of Cloyne's pamphlet. © There are 


< wheels within wheels,” though their rotation has 


produced neither honour or reſpect for the ſpiritual 


heroes, who, in the boſom of peace, roſe up for 
the good of the church en militant. 


The ſubject, however, as far as it alludes to me, 
is delicate. I do not wiſh to be made the herald 


of my own praiſe, Therefore I ſhall wave parti- 
cularitiès, with a general aſſertion, that all his 


poſitions are falſe. The cowardly author may ſkulk 
from my reſentment in his imaginary concealment. 
Confidence is ſacred; I will not violate it. I ſhall 


only obſerve, that in the comedy of the Swaddler, 
where he accuſed me of traducing my mother, I 


never alluded to her. Nor in any of my employ- 


ments was Jever a tyrant, My duty I did, bnt no 


more. 


tm ] 
more. As a proof of which I am now (though 
fallen) reſpected by all the ſubjects, as well as by 
all the one, officers, who were in any wiſe connect- 


ed with me, either as Inſpector General of Mun- 
ſter or Surveyor of Exciſe in Belfaſt, 


I need not be ſurpriſed to ſee the cruelty bteath- 
ed 1n this letter, to which there was but an anony- 


mous ſignature, when I conſider that a prelate is 


not aſhamed openly to lament, that amongſt the 
thouſands who rebelled againſt the church, by re- 


fuſing to pay tithes, only two victims were con- 


ſigned to the hands of the executioner. This ſen- 


timent is as great a compliment to the religion of the 


meek and mild Redeemer of men, as it is a cenſure 
on the judges and juries for hanging only two where 
they ought to have hanged many thouſands. The 
ſame congental ſpirit pervades all the champions of 
religion, which now belies its great definition, and 
inſtead of brothers, would make us mortal enemies 
to each other. = 


The Biſhop of Cloyne aſſerted the Preſbyterians 
could not with confiftency of principle, be friendly 
to our eſtabliſhments; Theophilus does not exceed 
him much in aſſerting that “with conſiſtency of 

principle they muſt be enemies and traitors to the 
ſtate.“ The former aſſertion comprehends the 
latter; for a man who cannot be my friend, mut 
be my enemy. Zis abuſe of that highly reſpecta- 
ble people ſhews in what light they are held by the 
venerable and holy bench. However, I could wiſh 
from my heart, that our own religion was as deſti- 
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tute of abſurdity as that of the Preſbyteriana, 


which it was not the firſt time for the Archbiſhop of 
to define a compound of abſurdities.” But 
it is not to argue religion I fat down; the rights of 
mankind [ only plead for. They are invaded by 


the eſtabliſhed church. ' Its miniſtry wiſh to extir- 


. 5 * a " » © 10 — : - 

pate or embroil thoſe who differ in opinion with 
them; and even the inoffenſive Quakers, whoſe 
manners reach neareſt to primitive ſimplicity, can- 


not eſcape crimination. Theophilus accuſes them 


of impiety and ingratitude to their God. Would 
to Heaven the clergy of the eſtabliſhed church 
equalled them in the nobler deeds of liberality and 


| benevolence. The-Quakers of Ireland have re- 


cently ſet an example worthy the benedictions of 


our lateſt poſterity. They have ſet on foot a cha- 


ritable inftitution amongſt themſelves to enable 
the peaſantry of Munſter to bear up againit the 
oppreſſions of the eſtabliſhed church.” Hear this, 


ye advocates of tithes, and relent —Hear it ye 
boiy £1/b0ps, and biuſh to be outdone in humanity ! 


—the Quakers have won immortal glory for them- 
ſelves, where you have only reaped obloquy and 
diſgraec. 


As in my laſt tract I argued in the general de. 
fence of mankind, as well as for the right of pri- 
vate opinion, it is unneceſſary for me to go over 
the ſame ground. I ſhall, therefore, ſay all that 

can be ſaid on the matter in a few words. Argu- 
ments calculated to prove diſſenters from the eſta- 
bliſhed church 3 every religion and ſect) 
cannot, 


B 
cannot, with couſiſtency of principle, be friendly to 
the ſtate, muſt be pointed to the human heart, 
and not to the principles of any religious deſcrip- 
tion: Beceauſe as SELF is concerned, SELF will 
influence; and Turks or Pagans, were their inte- 
reſts equally conſulted by the ſtate, would be 
harmleſs and loyal ſubjects; and vice verſa, Pro- 

teſtants themſelves would be dangerous and dif- 
contented citizens in any ſtate, where they were 
of ſufficient ſtrength, were they oppreſſed by a 
cold and eruel code of penal ſtatutes, Make, ye 
legiſlators of the world! make it, I ſay, the in- 


tereſt of all the ſubjects of your reſpeCtive ſtates 


to be loyal, and take my word for it they will be 


ſo—they muſt be fo on ny principle of human 


nature. 


But I really cannot paſs over that part of Theo- 


philus's letter, where he attempts to juſtify the 
ſtate for hanging ſuch prieſts as were merely con- 
victed of the crime of ſaying or celebrating maſs; 


becauſe I know there were ſeveral members of the 


holy bench who coincided with him on that head. 


* Theprieſts (ſays Theophilus) raited perſecutions 


© againſt themſelves for the honour of martyrdom, 
after which they panted, and it was but juſt to 
« oratify them.” Thus he juſtifies perſecutions as 
eaſily as the Biſhop of Cloyne juſtifies the warm:h 


in which he wrote. For my part, I feel it e- 


tremely diſagreeable to enter on this ſubject. I 
would wiſh to conſign it to oblivion ; but there is 
A fatal neceſſity of recurring to the chronicles of 
B b 2 . thoſe 
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thoſe days to which he alludes, as well to prove 
how ruinous the interference of eccleſiaſtics with 
civil polity may be, as to work in my readers a 
deteſtation of the dreadful crimes of bigotry and 
Prejudice. 


The Roman Catholics have been of charged 


with the innocent blood of Proteſtants, and the 


reign of Mary has been ſtained with murders. 
However the policy of that ſanguinary prelate Gar- 


diner, rather than his religion, ſpilled the blood 


of all the unfortunate victims of that reign. Is it 


juſt to charge tne religion of any man with the 
turpitude or cruelty of his heart? No, certainly, 
The policy of Biſhop Gardiner, whoſe heart qua- 


ified him fora mitre, ſhed innocent blood; perhaps 


the policy of modern prelates, were they intoxicated 


with ſuch power as he had in his hands, would 


do the ſame even in theſe enlightened days. 
Religion in good men, makes no diſtinction ; and 


bad men will be often callous to the influence of 


the moſt perfect ſyſtems of morality. Biſhop 
Gardiner was a bad man—Leiceſter was the ſame. 
However, candour obliges me to confeſs, that 
there was, in the dominion of ignorance, a better 


reaſon in nature for the puniſhment of novel, than 


of old and received opinions. 


Thou arch-fiend, pre} adice, how I deteſt thee 
from my ſoul, when I look over the bloody pages 
of thy deeds! Happy for mankind thou haſt loſt 
thy influence; and may all the maledictions of the 
| Eternal 
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Eternal] blaſt the pen who would revive thee, not 
only from the hand of the impious Theophilus, but 
even from the hand of a conſecrated incendiary, 
ſhould he attempt to wield it in defence of thy 
dominion ! 


In order to inſpire my readers with the feelings 
of my heart, I ſhall recount well authenticated 
facts, which have more than once brought tears 
Into my eyes. To prove that principle was not at 
ai. concerned in thoſe butcheries, it is only neceſ- 
ſary to obſerve, that ſome of the principal actors 


in the barbarities. of the reign of Mary, were 


alſo foremoſt in ſpilling the blood which was ſned 


in Elizabeth's ; and had the ſtandard of Mahomet 


_ prevailed, they would have made the ſame f{acti- 
fices at his ſhrine, (were they ſanctioned by popular 
prejudices) to ſupport themſelves in power ſuch 
havoc could ambition make!“ 


When Elizabeth aſcended the throne, ſhe was 
apparently a Roman Catholic: however, ſhz en- 
deavoured to get a parliament returned favourable 
to the Reformation; and to encourage her party, 
ſhe was preſent in the Houſe of Commons when 
the queſtion was agitated ; where, after all it was 


carried only by a majority of ſix voices. Such of , 


the clergy as would not reform, were immediately 
deprived of their livings, and ſent into baniſhment 
or priſon; ſo that with this deprivation of clergy, 
of which the kingdom was remarkably thin at 
that period, the indiſpenſible neceſſity of a ſpeedy 


ſupply 
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ſupply, and the backward ſtate of learning, the 
church was obliged to be recruited, as Dr. Heylin 
obferves, with ignorant and illiterate clergy, whoſe 
learning went no further than the liturgy or the 
book of Homilies. In this misfortune originated 
all the ſubſequent butcheries; for they hardly 
preached on any other ſubject than that of 
perfecution ; and by that means diffuſed ſuch 
prejudices as this enlightened age has not yet per- 
fectly eradicated in that kingdom. Precautions 
were likewiſe taken to exclude Catholics from the 
univerſities, and prevent their qualifying for prieſt- 
hood; ſo that in a little time there were few 
prieſts in England. Beſides penal laws were inſti- 
tuted, by which it was made Big b-treaſon to be 
reconciled to the church of Rome, or to adviſe 
or reconcile any one to it; high treaſon for prieſts 
to remain in the kingdom, and felony to entertain 
or aſſiſt them. See Eliz. 29. It was eaſy to re- 
concile ſuch fanguinary ſtatutes to human nature, 
debaſed by prejudices and bigotry ; however, to. 
| jiuſtify them as far as poſſible to ſurrounding na- 
1 tions, political conſpiracies were formed, ſimilar to 
7 that of Titus Oates. Mr. Camden in his Eliza- 
i| beth, fays the Queen herſelf knew they were fic- 
titious. All the tortures that could be deviſed for 
the unhappy victims—rackings to the extreme of 
| agony, and to the deſtitution of all ſenſe of feel- 
1 | | ing, were but preludes to the ſledge, —the gibber, 
1 the knife, and the fire, for twenty-ſix years of 
| =. - Ws 
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the reign af Elizabeth, to blacken which, the 
royal blood of Mary is ſufficient. 


ouch perſecutions naturally confirmed the at- 
tachment of Roman Catholics to their religion; and 
a ſeminary being inſtituted in Doway for Engliſh 


Pupils, numbers repaired there for education and 


prieſthood, in order to return to England, and ſeal 
their principles with their blood. Their errors 
were thoſe of ignorance but their virtue and 

conſtancy could not be exceeded by the moſt per- 
fect of the primitive chriſtians in the hour of mar- 
tyrdom. They went to Doway, urged by con- 
ſcience alone, to prepare for tortures and the death 
of traitors, rather than let their religion be totally 


extinct in England. What greater proof of virtue 


and integrity can the tuſtory of mankind af- 
ford ? 


From the year 1577 to 1603 the laſt of Eliza- 
| beth's reign, one hundred and twenty five prieſts 
are on the bloody records. All thoſe were drawn 


to execution tied down on ſledges, hanged ſome- 
times till nearly dead, and ſometimes cut down in 


a ſew minutes, then their hearts cut out of their 
bodies writhing in the pangs of death, and thrown 


into a fire—their bowels thrown in their faces 


| their heads cut off, and their bodies cut into four 
diſtinck quarters, boiled in coppers for the purpoſe, 


and afterwards, either hung up as food for the fowls 


of the air, or moſt ignominiouſſy diſpoſed of; 
theſe are facts recorded in the calenders of the 
different 
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different jails of England ; the cruelty of which 
was heightened by previous wreckings and torture. 
Add to the butchery of thoſe, all the laity who 
were hanged for entertaining them, or offering them 


the ſmalleſt relief, and who can refrain from ex- 
geratiog prejudice ® 


The following is a copy of the eee ge- 
nerally drawn up in that reign againſt Prieſts :— 
*The Jury preſent on the part of our 2 
ow lady the queen, that — ᷑ . late of 
* — born within this kingdom of England, 
« was made and ordained Prieſt by authority de- 
« rived and pretended from the fee of Rome, 
* not having the fear of God before his eyes, and 
« {lighting the laws and ſtatutes of this realm of 
England, without any regard to the penaly 
therein contained, on the day of in 
* the year of 'the reign of our lady the Queen, at 
ay -, traitorouſly, and as a falſe 
< traitor, to our ſaid lady the Queen, was, and re- 
* mained contrary to the form of the ſtatute in 
« ſuch caſe made and provided, and contrary to 
< the peace of our ſaid lady the Queen, her Crown 
* and „ | 


bas, 17 3 


Amongſt the many victims of this reign, a 
poor Jeſuit and a poet, of the name of Walpole, 
excites peculiar commiſeration. After being 
canted from jail to jail, he was ſent to the tower 
of London, where he ſuffered the greateſt poverty 
and miſery; inſomuch that the lieutenant of the 
SE, tower, 


. 


tower, though a cruel wretch, enquired if he had 
any friends to relieve him. He was, in a rigorous 
ſeaſon, without cloaths or bed; and had been 
tortured fourteen times. This was generally done 


by hanging the victim by the hands for hours, 
with irons ſo diſpoſed as to cut and torture them. 


Several died by this ſpecies of torture in the tower 
and other places. Thence poor Walpole was ſent 
to York, where he was ſhortly after tried. I am 
induced to give the following account of his 
trial. 


FIND, my Lords, I am accuſed of Two 
or Three things. 


17. That I am a Prieſt, ordained by the au- 
* thority of the lee of Rome. 


2dly. That I am a Jeſuit, o or one of the ſociety 
* of Jeſus. 

2dly. * That I returned to my country to exer- 
* ciſe the ordinary acts of theſe two callings 3 

* which are no other than to gain ſouls to Gd. 

<] will ſhew, that none of theſe Three Things 
© can be treaſon; Not the being a Prieſt, which is a 


« dignity and office inſtituted by our Lord Jeſus 


« Chriſt, and given by him to his Apoſtles, who were 
« Prieſts, as were alſo the holy Fathers and Doc- 


« tors of the Church, who converted and inſtructed. 


Cc | the 
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the world: And the firſt teachers Who brought 


over the Engliſh nation to the light of the Goſpel, 


< were alſo Prieſts; ſo that were it not for Prieſts, 


we ſhould all be Heathens , conſequently to be a 
« Prieſt can be no treaſon, 


* Judge "PM here ſpoke ; indeed, ſaid he, 


the merely being a Prieſt or Jeſuit, is no treaſon, 


but what makes you a traitor, is your returning 
into the kingdom againſt the laws. If to be a 
« Prieft, ſaid Father Walpole, is no treaſon, the 
* executing the office, or doing the functions of a 
* Prieft, can be no treaſon. But if a Prieſt, ſaid 
the Judge, ſhould conſpire againſt the perſon of 
his Prince, would not this be treaſon? Yes, ſaid 


Father Walpole ; but then neither his being 


{a Prieft, nor the following the duties of his 
* calling, would make him a traitor; but the com- 
mitting of a crime contrary to the duty of a 
* Prieſt; which is far from being my caſe. 


* You have been, ſaid Bearnont, with the king 


bol Spain, and you have treated and converſed with 


Parſons and Holt, and other rebels and traitors to 
* the kingdom; and you have returned hither con- 
5 trary 10 the laws; and therefore you cannot deny 
« your being a traitor. Father Walpole replied, 
To ſpeak or treat with any perſon whatſoever out 
of the Kingdom, can make me no traitor, as 
* long as no proof can be be brought, that the 
ſubject about which we treated was treaſon ; nei- 
* ther can the We to wy" native country, be 
IE „ looked 
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looked upon as a treaſon, ſince the cauſe of my 
* return was not to do any evil, either to the Queen 
or to the kingdom. 


; Our laws appoint, {aid a chat a Prieſt 

6 who returns from beyond the ſeas, and does not 
* preſent himſelf before a juſtice, within three days, 
to make the uſual ſubmiſſions to the Queen's 
Majeſty, in matters of religion, ſhall be deemed 
aa traitor. Then I am out ot the caſe, ſaid Father 
e ae who was apprehended before I had been 
one whole day on Englith ground. : 


The Jury returned a verdict guilty , he accord- 
ingly received fentence on Saturday, and was ex- 

ecured the Monday following. He had been little 
more than ſtunned by hanging, when he was cut 
down, dragged on a block, and there diſmem- 
bered, bowelled and quartered. He ſuffered this 
death the 7th of April, 1595. 


I was alſo greatly moved with the following 

letter, written by a poor prieſt, who ſuffered a ſi- 

milar death before in the ſame place. The letter 

| was addreſſed to his mother, and written a day or 
two before his execution. 


N dear and loving Mo-ler, 


EEING that by the ſeverity of the laws, by 
the wickedneſs of our times, and by 
God's holy ordinance and appointment, my days 
in this life are cut off; of duty and conſcience I 
| C 2 1 
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am bn "NY far from you in body, but in 
« ſpirit very near you) not only to erave your daily 


; bleſſing, but alſo to write theſe few words unto 


* you. You have been a moſt loving, natural and 
* careful mother unto me: You have ſuffered great 
F pains in my birth and bringing up: You have 
* roil'd and turmoil'd to feed and fuſtain me your 
© firſt and eldeſt child: And. therefore, for theſe 
© and all other your motherly cheriſhings, I give 
you, (as it becometh me to do) moft humble and - 
© hearty thanks; wiſhing that it lay in me to ſhew 

80 0 as loving, natural and dutiful a ſon, as 

© you have ſhewn yourſelf a moſt tender and care- 
* ful mother. But I cannot expreſs my love, ſhew 


my duty, declare my affection, teſtify my good- 


* will towards you; ſo little am I able to do, and 
© ſo much think myſelf bound unto you, I had 
s meant this Spring to have ſeen you, if God had 
granted me my health and liberty: But now 
* never ſhall J ſee you, or any of yours, in this 


S. «life again; truſting yet in Heaven to meet you, 


to ſee you, and to live everlaſtingly with you. 


Alas! ſweet mother, why do you weep? Why 
do you lament ? Why do you take fo heavily my 
© honourable death? Know you not that we ere 
born once to die; and that always in this life we 
* muſt not live? Know you not how vain, how 
wicked, how inconſtant, how. miſerable this life 
* of ours is ? Do you not conſider my calling, my 
* eſtate, my profeſſion ? Do you not remember 
* that I am going to a place of all pleaſure and fe- 


« hicity? 


1 2˙⁰8⁸ F 


C licity ? Why then do you weep ? | Why do you 


mourn? Why do you cry out? But perhaps you 
« will ſay, I weep not ſo much for your death, as ! 
do for that you are hanged, drawn and quar- 


* tered: My ſweet mother, it js the favourableſt 
© honourableſt and happieſt death that ever could 


have chanced unto me. I die not for knavery, 


but for verity : I die not for treaion, but for re- 


_ © ligion: I die not for any ill demeanor or offence 
© committed, but only for my faith, for my con- 
* ſcience, for my prieſthood, for my bleſſed Saviour 
* Jeſus Chriſt : And, to tell you truth, if J had 
* ten thouſand lives, I am bound to loſe them all, 
| © rather than to break my faith, to loſe my ſoul, 
* to offend my God. We are not made to eat, 
drink, ſleep, to go bravely, to feed daintily, to 
live in this wretched vale continually; but to 
© ſzrve God, to pleaſe God, to fear God, and to 
keep his commandments; which when we cannot 
be ſuffered to do, then rather muſt we chuſe to 
loſe our lives, than to deſire our lives. 


Neither am J alone in this Kind of ſuffering ; 
* for there have of late ſuffered Twenty or Twen- 


* ty-two Prieſts, juſt, virtuous and learned men, 


for the ſelf ſame cauſe for the which 1 do now 
* ſuffer, You ſee Mr. James Fenn and John- Bo die 
* are impriſoned for religion; and ] dare ſay they 
are deſirous to die the ſame death which I ſhall 
die. Be contented, therefore, good mother, ſtay 
your weeping, and comfort yourſelf that you have 
* borne a ſon that hath loft his life and liberty for 
| / © God 
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as 1 
God Almighty's ſake, who ſhed his moſt preci- 


<£ ous blood for him. If I did deſire or look for 


© preferment or promotion, credit or eſtimation in 
© this world, I could do as others do: But, alas! 


II care not for this iriſh traſh, I contemn this 


© wretched world; I deteſt the pleaſures and com- 


mo dities thereof; and only deſire to be in Heaven 
with God; where 1 truſt I ſhall be, before this 


my laſt letter comes to you. 


5 mad me to my father-in-law, to my 
« brethren, to Andrew Gibbon's mother, and to' 
Mrs. Bodie, and all the reſt. Serve God, and you 
* cannot do amils. God comfort you. Jeſus ſave 

your ſoul, and ſend you once to Heaven. Fare- 
* wel good Mother, farewel ten thouſand times. 
Out of York Caſile the 10th of March, 1 58 3. 


Tour moſt loving and obedient Sen, 


WILLIAM HART. 


Frock this letter we may plainly perceive the 
abſurdity of puniſhing a man on account of his 


religious principles; if he be a man of honour or 


integrity, all the rigours of human laws cannot di- 
vert him from the road which conſcience leads him 
to; but on the contrary, muſt attach him the 
more forcibly to it, as the annals of that reign de- 
mor:{trate. Nor was this ſpirit of perſecution di- 
recied only to the Prieſthood ; on the moſt trivial 
circumſtances of harbcuring any perſon who took 
orders in the church of Rome, death wWas the cer- 


tain 


rr  : 

tain conſequence. Nay, if a man was ſuſpected 

of being a Catholic, he was immediately appre- 

hended, and if he refuſed to conform, condemned 

as a traitor. This was the fate of a Mr. Kirby, 
who when interrogated, acknowledged himſelf a 

Catholic, and accordingly received the uſual ſen- 

tence. The following account of his execution 

may not be unentertaining to my readers: 


On his way to the place of execution, he was 
© met by the Earlof Rutland and Captain Whitlock 
on horſeback, who, coming to the hurdle, aſked 
him, What he was, of what age, and for what 
© cauſe he was to die? He anſwered, My name is 
John Rigby, a poor gentleman of the houſe of 
« Harrock in Lancaſhire : My age about thirty 
years; and my judgment and condemnation to 
this death, is only and merely ſor that I anſwered 
the Judge that I was reconciled, and for that 1 
* refuſed to go to church. The Captain wiſhed 
him to do as the Queen would have him, and 
conform; and turning to the ſheriff's Deputy, con- 
« ferred with him about the matter. Then riding 
again with the Earl to the hurdle, and cauſing it 
© to be ſtopped a little, he aſked Mr. Rigby, Are 
you a married man or a batchelor ? Sir, ſaid he, 

Jam a batchelor; and more than that, I am a 
< maid: That is much, ſaid the Captain, for a 
© man of your years; you muſt have ſtrove much 
* againſt your own fleſh. I would be loath, ſaid 
Mr. Rigby, to ſpeak any thing contrary to the 
< truth: I am indeed a maid, and that is more than 
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] needed to ſay. The Captain concluded, Then 
I ſee thou haſt worthily deſerved a virgin's crown: 
©] pray God ſend thee the kingdom of Heaven: 
* Idefire thee pray for me. And fo they rid to the 

© place of execution, and ſtayed there till the offi- 
© cers were about to drive away ihe cart, and. then 
© poſted away, much admiring his courage and 
* conſtancy. The Captain often related theſe par- 

© ticulars, and declared, that he had never ſeen his 
fellow for modeſty, patience and reſolution i in his 
religion. 


os When Mr. Rigby was taken off the hurdle, 
© the Executioner helped him up into the cart, and 
che gave him an angel of gold, ſaying, Here 
© take this in token that I freely forgive thee 
* and all others that have been acceſſary to my 
death. Then the Deputy aſked him, What trai- 
tors doft thou know in England? God is my wit- 
© neſs, ſaid he, I know none. What! faid the 
* Deputy again, if he will confeſs nothing, drive 
* away the cart; which was done ſo ſuddenly, that 
* he had no time to ſay any thing more, or recom- 


mend his ſoul again to God, as he was about to 


© dv. 


* The Deputy ſhortly aſter commanded the hang- 
man to cut him down, which was done fo ſoon, 
© that he ſtood uprizht on his feet, like to a man 
© a little amazed, till the butchers threw him down: 
Then coming perfectly to himſelf, he ſaid aloud 


and diſtinctly, God 8 you. Jeſus receive 
my 


f a9 1 


my ſoul. And immediately another cruel fellow 


* ſtanding by, who was no officer, but a common 
porter, ſet his foot upon Mr. Rigby's throat, and 


ſo held him down, that he could ſpeak no more. 
Others held his arms and legs whilſt the execu- 
tioner diſmembered and bowelled him. And 
* when he felt them pulling out his heart, he was yet 
ſo ſtrong that he was ſtruggling with the men who 
© held his arms. At laſt they cut off his head and 

* quartered him, and diſpoſed of his head and 

quarters in ſeveral places in and about Southwark. 


The people going away, complained very much 
© of the barbarity of the execution; and generally - 


© all ſorts bewailed us death.” * 


His execution is mentioned by Howes upon 
Stowe, in his chronicle. 


On the death of Elizabeth, Ja the Firſt 


aſcended the throne. Under him the catholics 


hoped for better days; and in fact he was diſpo- - 


| ſed to mercy. But prejudices againſt them were 
ſo ſtrongly ingfafted in the minds of the people, 
that the diadem would have been torn from his 
| brow did he refuſe the popular gratification of 
catholic blood. The political Cecil, in order to 
excite a deteſtation in his royal mind againſt 
popery, found means to engage a few catholics of 
the moſt deſperate characters, in the gun-powder 
plot. But as ſoon as every thing was ripe, he 


bent a letter to Lord Mounteagle, of whoſe inti- 
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ain 
macy with the king the wicked Cecil was jealous, 
warning him againſt the pending danger. Cecil 
was in hopes as Monteagle was in his heart a Catho- 
lic, that he would keep his mind to himſelf, as he 
might after wards eſtabhſh againft him a charge of 
high treaſon; but he was miſtaken, This has 
appeared by his papers after his death. The 
author of the Political Grammar, who was like 
myſelf a candid proteſtant, is clear on this head ; 
as is alſo Mr Ofborn, who ſpeaks of it as a neat 
device of the ſecretary ; and the king himſelf was 
O well convinced of the fact, that he always 
called its eonmemoration ©. Cecil's holiday.” 
However it anſwered the miniſter's object it 
encreaſed prejudices againſt the unhappy Catholics 
and it was deemed the utmoſt of human. virtue 
to be active in the apprehenſion of their clergy. 
It was indeed with reluQtance the king ſigned 
their death warrants. About twenty prieſts were 
| hanged in his reign, excluſive of the laity. The 
eruelty obſerved in the infliction of death, conveys 
a ſtrong idea of the temper of the times. A Mr. 
Flathers, convicted of having received prieſthood, 
ſuffered in York in March, 1607. He was butch- 
ered in a moſt barbarous manner; for he was no 
fooner turned off the ladder, but he was cut down, 
and riſing upon his feet, he was ſtaggering about, 
when one of the fheriff's men firack him on the 
head with a halbert, and he was deliberately d ragged 
over to the block, which was covered with ſtraw 
for the purpoſe, and diſſected alive. 


o 


On 
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On the acceſſion of Charles the Firſt, he was 
alto much averſe to blood; but the preachers of 
religion were trembling for the growth of popery 
and he was obliged to yield to the general voice. 
Thirteen Prieſts during this reign ſuffered death as 
traitors, and many- more received ſentence, but 
were afterwards ſuffered to linger in prifon through 


the compaſſion of the king, who become ſo odious 
on that account, to the people, that nothing was 


to be heard of but murmurings and diſcontents, 


- which were fanned by both houſes of parliament, 


particularly the commons. A. Prieft of the name 
of Goodman being convicted, was.reprieved by the 
king; both houſes of parliament ſent remonſtran- 
ces to him againſt this act of mercy, His Majeſty 
in his anſwer, informed them, that he had en- 
quired into the narnes and nature of the crimes of 
the perſons convicted at the laſt ſeſſions; and find- 
ing that John Goodman was condemned for being 
in orders of a Prieſt merely, and acquitted of the 
charge of perverting the king's people, he was 
tender of his blood, as he had never been convict- 


ed or baniſhed before, and propoſed either baniſh- 


ing him or impriſoning him for life. This inflamed 
Parliament the more, and Lord Littleton delivered 
a ſecond remonſtrance, urging the neceſſity of his 
death. While the king was irreſolute, he re- 


ceived a petition from the unhappy Goodman, 


the generoſity of whoſe ſoul muſt. have ſoared be- 


yond humanity, when he could voluntarily have 
penned it. 
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But, as I cannot bring myſelf to paſs over this 
matter lightly, I ſhall give it entire, from * 8 


Collections, Vol. I. p. 738. 


32 Monday, January the 2 5 


Mr. Hide reports from the conference with the 
Lords, the King's meſſage about Goodman the 


Prieſt, and the expulſion of the FRO and Je- 
$ ſuits, as follows. 


„His Majeſty baving informed himſelf by the. 


Recorder, of the names and natures of the crimes 
ol the perſons convicted at the laſt ſeſſions; and 


there finding that John Goodman was condemned 
for being in orders of a Prieſt merely, and was ac- 
< Quitted of the charge of perverting the King's 


F people in their belief, and. had never been con- 


* demned or baniſhed before : His Majeſty is ten- 
der in matters of blood in caſes of this nature, in 

* which Queen Elizabeth and King James have 
© been len merciful : But to ſecure his people, that 
this man ſhall do no more hurt, he is willing that 
* he be impriſoned or baniſhed, as their Lordſhips 
© ſhall adviſe; and if he return into the kingdom, 
to be put to execution without delay.—Aud he 
* will take ſuch fit courſe for the expulſion of other 
* Prieſts and Jeſuits, as he ſhall be counſelled unto 
by your Lordſhips, &c. 


| © The effect of the aforeſaid conference of the 
* Lords and Commons Was, that the Lords, at their 
8 petition, reſolved to concur with the Commons in 


0 joint 


k 


* a joint Remonſtrance to his Majeſty, both that 


Goodman might be executed, and the laws put in 
execution * all other Prieſts and Jeſus. 


* Friday, January the 29th. 


© This day the two Houſes waited upon his Ma- 


* zeſty with their Remonſtrance, which the Lord 
* Keeper Littleton delivered to the King, and was 
in the following words. 


$ May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


# Your loyal ſubjects the Lords and Commons 
* humbly repreſent to your gracious conſideration, 
* that Jeſuits and Prieſts ordained by authority 
from the ſee of Rome, remaining in this realm, 
by a ſtatute made in the 27th of Queen Eliza- 
* beth are declared traitors, and to ſuffer as trattors. 


© That it is enacted in the firſt year -6f King 
James, that all Statutes made in the time of 
Queen E izabeth againſt Prieſts and Jeſuits be 
put in execution: And for a farther aſſurance of - 
the due execution of theſe laws, the Statute of the 
third year of King James invites men 10 the diſco- 
very of offenders, by rewarding them with a confide- 
© rable part of the forfeiture of the recuſant's eſtate < | 
So that the Statute of Queen Elizabeth is not on- 
ly approved, but by the judgments of ſeveral 
_ * Parliaments in the time of King James of happy 
memory adjudged fit and neceſſary to be put in ex- 
ecution.—— That the putting theſe laws in ex- 
& ecution tendeth not only to the preſervation and 
* advancement 
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«© advancement of the true religion eſtabliſhed in 
© this kingdom, but alſo the ſafety of your Ma- 
© jefty's perſon, and the ſecurity of the govern- 


"© ment, which were the principal cauſes of the 
making of the laws againſt Prieſts and Jeſuits, 


6 &c. 


8 Then they N to inform bis Najeſty, 
that fome Pri-{ts and Jeſuits had been executed 
in the time of Queen Elizabeth and King James. 
That the reprieve of John Goodman the Prieſt, 


had given great diſguſt to the city of London. 
* That it was found that the faid Goodman had 


* been twice formerly committed and diſcharged 
* that his refidence afterwards in or about London, 


was in abſolute contempt of his Majeſty's 5 procla- 


* mation: That he had been ſometime a miniſter 
* of the church of England, and conſequently he 
© is an apoſtate, and they humbly deſire that a 


© ſpeedy courſe may be taken for the due execu- 


© tion of the laws againſt, Prieſts and Jeſuits. 3 
And laſtly, that Goodman the Prieſt be left to 


the Juſtice of the laws. 


6 Wedneſday, February the 2d. 


This day the two Houſes, were ordered to at- 
: tend his Majeſty in the Banquetting-houſe at 
© Whitehall, where he delivered himſelf in theſe 


words. > TIED 1 GY; 


Having taken into my ſerious conſ: deration, 
the late Remonftrance of the Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, I give : you this anſwer, 


J take 


(I 
© ] take in good part your care of the true re- 
« ]igion eſtabliſhed in this kingdom, from which I 
ill never depart.—lIt is againſt my mind that 
« Popery or ſuperſtition ſhould any way enereaſe; 
© and I will reſtrain the ſame by cauſing the laws 
© to be put in execution. Iam reſolved to provide 


« againſt the Jeſuits and Prieſts, by ſetting forth a 


© proclamation with all ſpeed, commanding them 
© to depart the kingdom within ove month, &c. 


© Laſtly, concerning John Goodman the Prieſt, 
© I will let you Know the reaſon why | reprieved him. 
That, as I atn informed, neither Queen Elizabeth 
nor my father did ever avow* that any Prieſt in 
© their time was executed merely for Religion, 
© which to me ſeems to be this particular caſe. Yet 
| © ſeeing that | am preſſed by both Houſes to give 
© way to his execution; becauſe Iwill avoid the in- 
* conveniency of giving ſo great a diſcontent to my 

© people, as I conceive this mercy may pro- 
© duce, therefore I remit this particular cauſe to 
© both Houſes. But ] defire them to take into their 
* conſideration the inconveniency which, as [ con- 
« ceive, may fall upon my ſubjects, and other 
« Proteſtants abroad: Eſpecially ſince it may feern 
© to other ſtates to be a ſeverity z which having thus 
« repreſented, I think myſelf diſcharged from al! i 


* conſequences that may enſue upon the execution 
of this perſon. So far the King. 


8 * The n next day his Majeſty communicatecl to 


* the 


* A proof it was not from principle they aged, when 
they would be aſhamed to acknowledge it, 
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© the Houſe of Lords a Petition ſent to him by 
Mr. Goodman, of the following tenor. 


Jo the King 5 moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


The humble Petition of John Goodman condenmed, 


humbly ſheweth, 


HAT whereas your Majeſty . hath 
been informed of a great diſcontent in 
many of your Majeſty's ſubjects, at the gracious 
* mercy your Majeſty was freely pleaſed to ſhew 
* unto your Petitioner, by ſuſpending the execution 


of the ſentence of death pronounced againſt your 


« Petitioner, for being a Roman Prieft ; theſe are 


* humbly to beſeech your Majeſty, rather to remit 


your Petitioner to their mercy, than to let him 
lire the ſubject of ſo great diſcontent in your peo- 


ple againſt your Majeſty ; for it hath pleaſed 


© God to give me his grace to deſire with the 
6 prophet, That if this form was raijed for my ſake, 
* [ may be caft inio the ſea, that others may avoid the 


rem Peli. 


C This 1s, molt ſacred Sovereign, the Petition of 


him that ſhould eſteem his blood well ſhed, to 
cement the breach between your Majeſty and your 


6 * ſubjects upon this occaſion. 
s Ita Teſtor, 
JohN Goo AN.“ 


This uncommon greatneſs of mind, as it very 
much moved the King, fo it ſeems io have ſilenced 
| the 


12 1] 


the Parliament. And the poor man was ſuffered 
to linger in Newgate, where he died in 1645. 


A Roman Catholic woman of ſome reſpectabili- 
ty in that reign, who, as they term it, dedicated 
her life to religion, ſent the following account to 
Doway of che death of a Mr. Hugh Green, a 
Prieſt; her name was Elizabeth Willoagiby ; mand 
notwithſtanding the monkiſh manner ſhe relates 
the cixcumſtances, little doubt can be entertain- 

ed of their authenticity, eſpecially as there are 
other creditable authorities in ſupport of the facts. 
This Mr. Green ſuffered at Dorcheſter on the 19th 
of Auguſt, 1642. Having given an account of his 
conduct till he aſcended the ladder, ſhe proceeds : 


© Then he called to me, and deſired me to com- 
mend him heartily to all his fellow-priſoners, and 
to all his friends. I told him I would, and that 
* ſome of them were gone before him, and with 
joy expected him. Then on my knees I humbly 
* begged his benediction; ſo did five more of ours, 
* and he chearfully gave us his bleſſing. Then 
one Gilbert Loder, an Attorney, aſked him, If 
he did not deſerve death, and believe his death 
to be juſt ? To which he replied, My death is un- 
* juſt - So pulling his cap over his face, his hands 
* joined before his breaſt, in ſilent prayer he ex- 
pected almoſt half an hour his happy paſſage, by 
< the turning of the ladder, for not any one would 
put a hand to turn it, although the ſheriff had 
« ſpoken to many. I heard one bid him do it him- 
5 Ee | _ fa 
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© elf. At length he got a country clown, who 
* preſently, with the help of the hangman, (who 


* fat aftride on the gallows) turned the ladder, 5 


* which being done, he was noted by myſelf and 
© others to croſs himſelf three times with his right 
© hand, as he hanged but inſtantly the hangman 
© was commanded to cut him down with a knife 
© which the conſtable held up to him ſtuck in a 
© long ſtick, although I and others did our utter- | 
* moſt to have hindered him. Now the fall which 
© he had from the gallows, not his hanging, did 
greatly ſtun him; for that he had willed the 
© hangman to put the knot of the rope at his poll, 
and not under his ear, as it is uſual. The man 
* that was to quarter him was a timorous unſkilful 
* man, by trade a barber, and his name was Bare- 


foot, whoſe mother, ſiſters, and brothers, are 


* devout Catholics; he was ſo long about diſmem- 
* bering him, that his ſentes perfectly returned, and 
* he raiſed his cap, and took Barefoot by the hand, 

* to ſnew, as | believe, that he forgave him; but 
the people pulled him down with the rope which 

* was about his neck: Then did this butcher cut 
* his belly on both fides, and turned the flap upon 

* his breaſt, which the holy man feeling, put his 

< left hand upon his bowels, and looking on his 
© bloody hand, laid it down by his fide ; and lift- 

© ing up his right hand, he croſſed himſelf, ſaying 
« three times Je/#, Jeſu, Jeſu, Mercy! This I am 
a witneſs of, for my hand was on his forehead. 
* Whilithe was thus calling upon Jeſus, the butcher 
„did pull a piece of his liver out inſtead of his 
| « heart, 


* 
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heart, and was tumbling his guts out every way, 


' © to ſee if his heart were not amongſt them; then 


with his knife he raked in the body of the happy 


© man, whoſe eyes, noſe and mouth run over with 


blood and water. His patience was admirable, 
and when his tongue could no longer pronounce 
that life-giving name Jeu, his lips moved, and 
_ © his inward groans gave ſigns of thoſe lamentable 
* torments which for more than half an hour he bore. 


A gentlewoman underftanding he did yet live, 


went to Cancola the ſheriff; who was her uncle's 
* ſteward, and on her knees beſought him to ſee juſ- 
* tice done, and to put him out of his pain, who, 
* at her requeſt commanded to cut off his head ; 
then with a knife they-did cut his throat, and 
* with a cleaver chopped off his head, Then was 
his heart found and put upon a ſpear, and ſhewed 
to the people, and fo thrown into the fire, which 
was upon the ſide of a hill. From ten o'clock 


in the morning till four in the afternoon did 


the miſguided mob, ſtay on the hill, where they 
< ſported themſelves at football with his head, and 
put fticks in his eyes, ears, noſe, and mouth, 
and then they buried it near to the body; for 
* they. durſt not ſet jt upon their gate, becauſe - 
the laſt before, which was long ſince martyr'd 
* amongſt them, (Mr. John Cornelius Mohun, 
Anno Dom: 1594) they tet up his head upon their 
© town gate, and preſently there enſued a plague, 


* which coſt many of them their lives; ſo that 


* they ſtill fear, yet will not amend.” 
„ The 
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The (eſtabliſhed clergy of thoſe days. being 
moſtly fanatics, we need not be much ſurpriſed at 
reading of ſome of them iſſuing forth from the 
churches aſter ſervice in the country parts of Eng- 
land, dreſſed in their ſurplices, and at the head of 
their congregations, going in queſt of Prieſts to ſuſ- 
_ pected places. ut after the misfortunes of Char- 
tes terminated on the ſcaffold, the clergy became 
11] more enthuſtaſtic, and the unhappy Catholics 
oft courſe were perſecuted without any mercy or 
remifiion. It is a melancholy ſubject to contem- 
plate; however, Ionly hold the mirror up to fill my 
readers with ſympathetic feeling. to ſhew them 
what a depth of frailty human nature can ſink into 
as well as to protect them from ſimilar. weak- 
neſſes, and raiſe them ſuperior to prejudice againſt 
any being, on whom the ſacred image of the living 
God is impreſſed. I ſhall no longer dwell on ſuch 
hutcheries: but beg leave to call the attention of 
my readers to a circumſtance worthy. the admira- 
tion of angels. Out of all thoſe who fell victims 
to the rigours of the times, there was not a ſingle 
individual, either clergy or laity, but might have 
laved his life, and be well provided for alſo, had 
he reformed to the eſtabliſned church. Mercy 
was offered to them all—eyen under the gibbets, 
temptations were held out to them; but as they 
conſidered it criminal to accept of life on ſuch 
terms, they all preferred death; and what is more, 
they all ſeemed to take delight in their ſufferings, 
| Theophilus was perfectly right in his obſervation - 
| | » rs that 


Z 


that © they panted after martyrdom;“ but as to the 
Juſtice of gratifying them therein, I ſhall reter that 
to the judgment of my readers. To ſhew what an 
ardent deſire ſome of thoſe Prieſts had for ſuffering 
ſuch deaths, the following account of a Mr. Heath 
will ſuffice. Hearing in Doway that ſeven Priefts 
were convicted in England, and in daily expectation 
of receiving their ſentence, he ſent them a letter, 
from which I have taken the following paſſage — 

0 ye moſt glorious men! moſt noble friends, 
and moſt courageous ſoldiers of Chrift Jeſus! 
* How great is my unhappineſs, that I am not per- 
* mitted to come to you, that I may be partaker of 
our chains, and offer myſelf to be conſumed with 
* that ardent love of Jeſus Chriſt, which in your tri- 
* als hath made you ſo conſtant and ſo victorious 
© over human fears. ——O good Jeſus! what is the 
© crime 1 am guilty of, for which I am not permit- 
* ted to enjoy your company, ſeeing there is no- 


« thing in this world I defire more? nor indeed is 


dit poſſible that any thing can ſatisfy me, ſo long 
* as{ am kept from you. Wherefore I humbly 
* beſecch you, for the love of God, to pray for 


me, that I may come to you, and never be ſepa- 


rated from you.“ He likewiſe wrote for his Pro- 


vincial's conſent, that he might go on the miſkon. 


This letter runs much in the ſame ſtrain as the for- 
mer. © Alas ! moſt dear Sir, fays he, I only require 
« this, your obedientials; after this, nothing ſtays 
me; if I can get your conſent but in one word, 
e] will not endureto be kept from you a moment's 


time. 
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time. Tho? I am unfit, and quite unworthy to 


© ſuffer for Chriſt, yet I pray our benign Lord may 


© inſpire you to haſten your conſent ! and I ſhall 
* eternally remain your poor child. 


His provincial after ſome objections, yielded at 
length to his entreatics ; ſo he took leave of his con- 


vent. At Dunkirk he procured a taylor to meta- 
morphoſe his friar's weeds into a coat, waiſtcoat, 


and breeches; and to turn his capuche into a kind 
of ſailor's cap, in which he ſewed up ſome writings 
in defence of his religion. A Gerinan gentleman 


paid for his paſſage to England ; and on his land- 


ing, he made all the haſte he poſſibly could to Lon- 


don, where he arrived pennyleſs and much fa- 
tigued, as indeed well he might, having travelled 
barefoot forty mites that day, and it being the 
winter ſeaſon. As he had neither money nor ſriends, 


he knew not what to do. At length he went into 


the Star-inn, near London- bridge, but he was ſoon 
turned out of doors as he had no money. It was 


now eight o'clock, and the night piercing cold. He 


walked about the ſtreets for ſome time, and 
lay down in a place of ſome ſheler at a citizen's 


door, where fleep ſoon came to his rehef. This 
reſpite however he did not long enjoy: the owner 
of the houſe, on going to his door, ſtumbled on 
him, and taking him to be a footpad, ſeized him, 


and fent off immediately for a conſtable. On ex- 

amining him, the writings were diſcovered in his 

cap, and he was conveyed to the Compter. Next 
morning 


% 
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morning he was examined before the Lord Mayor, 
and on his confeſſing himſelf a prieft he was ſent to 
| Newgate, In ſome time afterwards he was exa- 
mined by a committee of the houſe of commons, 
to whom he alſo acknowledged he was a prieſt. He 
was aſked on what intent he came to England? 


He anſwered © I came on a lawſul and commenda- 


ble buſineſs—the converſion of my countrymen, 
© whether Proteſtants, Puritans, Anabaptiſts, or 
* Browniſts.” 


A Scotchman in the pontificate of Ganganelli 


lamented that ſo many ſouls ſhould go to the 
Devil through the means of the pope and his cardi- 


nals. He therefore formed a reſolution not only 


of converting the pope but the whole conclave alſo, 
to the kirk of Scotland. With this view he left 


Scotland and arrived ſafe in Rome. Here he 


waited for an opprotunity of meeting the pope and 
cardinals, which ſhortly after happened at a great 
feſtival in the Church of St Peter. The Scotch. 


man repaired there, and getting as near the pope 


as poſhble, without any preface told him the 
purport of his miſſion, and that he was Antichrif 
and the bore of Babylon, and commanded him 
in the name of the Lord to renounce his abomina- 


| tions. Ganganelli was a chriſtian and a philoſo- 


pher ; he thanked the poor man for all the trouble 
he had been at on his account, and after generouſly 
Ye him, took care of his perſon til he ſent 
him (afe back t to Scotland. 


Poor 
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Poor Heath though his intentions were as good, 
was treated very differently from this Scotchman. 
He was immediately tried and convicted; and 
in ſome time aſter ordered for execution. He ſuf- 


fered with fortitude at Tyburn, April 17, 1643.— 


After being hanged he was bowelled and quartered. 
His quarters were fixed on four gates of the city, 
and his head on n London- bridge. 


* 


Oh that my pen could conſign to oblivion the cau- 
ſes of thoſe perſecutions I deplore! The oppre{ſ9rs 
and the oppreſjed have long ſince ceaſed to be; and 
with their lives terminated all the little paſſions of 
their hearts. At beſt man is full of miſery, and his 


time is but a moment / Ah why then are we ſo fond 


of contracting that moment /—of exagerating that 
miſery! We complain that our affſictions are heavy 
and we too often repine at the decrees of Provi- 
dence; yet we are tormenting each other, and 


| planting our ways with thorns, To-morrow-next- 
day Theophilus, the Biſhop of Cloyne, and unhappy 
 Amyas, whofe hand now guides the pen, will ex- | 

perience mortality and mingte with the duſt : for 


the thort time, therefore, we have to remain here, 


let us endeavour to do good to our fellow creatures, 


by making their forrows fit light upon their hearts. 


By ſuch means we will ſecure moſt effectually an 


happy paſſage to that country + where the wicked 


« ſhall ceaſe ſrom troubling, and where the wearied 
all fad reſt.” 5 


A LETTER 


DANIEL TOLER, Es. 
RELATIVE TO THE DEATH OF THE 


Rev. NICH OLAS SHEEHY, 


Sc. Sc. Se. 
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DANIEL T o l. k R. Ee. 


Mn hes | 


A you were high meriff of ahe county Tip- 
perary, when the unfortunate Mr. Sheeby 
ſuffered, | muſt take the liberty of addreſſing this 
letter to you on the ſubject ; to which I am more 


particularly led, in conſequence of yaur declaration | 


ſome time ſince in the ſenate of the nation, relative 
tothe juſtice of his fate. However, I would not 


wiſh you would conceive the moſt diftant idea that 
L-intend to caft any reflection whatever on your 

character. Your exiſtence, Sir, at this day, per- 
haps, is. the beft proof of your innocence of hig 
blood; for indeed, I might now truly ſay, that out 


of all his perſecutors there is not an individual but 
has viſited that bourne from whence no traveller 
fs: ręturns. 
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returns. Be aſſured, Sir, no man can be leſs ſu. 
perſtitious than I am ; though I firmly believe a 
ſuperior Being regards the actions of men—and I 
firmly believe that there is an hereafter. Did 
Providence reſign this. world to chance, revealed 
religion could never ſtand its ground; and all 
the writings and preachings of divines would be 
yain, But as the finger of God is ſo frequently 
legible, we trace proofs in jts progreſs of his exiſt- 
_ ence and attributes, not leſs demonſtrative than 
thoſe of ſacred writ, or the univerſal vojce of 
nature, - 


That perſecution for religious principles muſt be 
abominable to the Deity, appears from the ſimple 
information of common ſenſe: — That he has warn- 
ed the Engliſh nation againſt the profuſion of blood 
which was ſhed on that account, is equally evi- 


dent: This ! ſhall | now prove by indubitable au- 
thorities. 


The commencement of perſecution in. England 
was in the year 1577. The firſt victim was a book- 
ſeller, of the name of Roland Jenks. He was 
tried in Oxford, and ſentenced to have his ears. 
nailed to the pillory, and to deliver himſelf by 
cutting them off with his own hands. This re- 
markable event is recorded by the moſt creditable 
Proteſtant hiſtorians. It is to be met with in Sir 
Richard Baker 8 Chronicle, and in Fuller's Church 
Hiſtory. I ſhall give it here in the words dt Mr. 
Wood, Proteſtant hiſtorian of the Univerſity of 

Oxford, 


L '*w }F 


Oxford, as tranſlated from his jftorta et aul, 
tales * tali; Oxonienſis, l. 1. 9 294. 


* was ordered, therefore, in the convoca 10n 
held on the iſt of May, 15), that the criminal 
(Koland, Jenks) ſhould immediately be, apprer 
s hended ; and being put in irons, ſhould be ſens 
- up in order to be examined before the Chancellor A 
„of the Uuuverhty, and the Queen's Council. In 
the mean time all his goods are ſeized, and in his 
, houle are found bulls of popes, and libels reflect- 
ing upon her Majeſty. He was examined at 
London in preſence of the perſons aforeſaid, and 
then was ſent back to Oxford, there to be kept 
in priſon. till the next aſſizes, which began on the 
* 4th of July in the Old Hall in the Caſtle Tard, — 
and laſted for two days. | 


He was brought to the bar, and arraigned for | 
high crimes and miſdemeanors; and being found 
« puilty, was condemned by a ſentence in ſome = 
manner capital; for he was to loſe his ears. At 
wulich time (though my ſoul dreads almoſt to re- 
late it) ſo ſudden a plague invaded the men that 
were preſent (the great crowd of people, the vio- 
ent heat of the ſummer, and the ſtench of the 
« prioners, all conſpiring together; and, perhaps, 
« 2 poiſonous exhalation breaking ſuddenly at the 
« ſame time out of the earth) that you might lay, 
Death itſelf ſat on the bench; and, by her defi- 
© nitive ſentence, put an end to all the cauſes 
For great numbers iminediately dying upon the 
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; ſpet, others ſtruck with death, haſtened out of the 
© court as faſt as they could, to die within a very few 
* hours. A mournful ditty was ſhortly after pub- 
* liſhed by a young univerſity man, which, for 
© brevity ſake I ſhall omit. But it may not be 
© amiſs to ſer down the names of the perſons of 
o greateſt note, who were ſeized by that plague, 
and breathed out their ſouls. Theſe were Sir 
* Robert Bell, chief baron of the Exchequer, and 
Nicholas Barham, ſergeant at law, both great 
enemies of the Popifh religion; which, perhaps, 
* the Romaniſts wil! lay hold on as an argument 
| © for their cauſe : But I deſire them ts remember, 
© not to ſearch too narrowly into the fecret judg- 
ments of God, when we are at a Joſs to account 
even for thoſe things which the Almighty has re- 
© vealed in holy writ. To the above-named muſt 
be added, Sir Robert Doyley, the high ſheriff 
© of Oxford, Mr. Hart, his deputy, Sir William 
« Babington, Meſſieurs Doyley, Wenman, Dan- 
. Fettyp ace and Harcourt, juſtices of the 
peace; Kirley, Greenwood, . Naſh, and Foſter, 
* gentlemen : To whom are to be e joined, to lay 
| nothing of others, almoſt all the} Jurymen, who 
0 died within two days. 


He adds, out of the regiſter of Merton Collega, 
the following account of ide eee of this 
ſtrange diieaſe. 85 


gome getting out of bed, (agitated with I 
Ko not what fury from their * and 
Pain) 
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pain) beat and drive from them their keepers 


with ſticks; others run about the yards and 


* ſtreets like madmen; others jump head foremoſt 
into deep waters. The ſick labour with a moſt 


* violent pain, both of the head and ſtomach » | 


© They are taken with a phrerzy; are deprived 
of their underſtanding, memory, ſight, hearing, 
| © and other ſenſes. | As the diſeaſe encreaſes, they 
take nothing, they get no ſleep, they ſuffer none 
to tend or keep them; they are always wonder- 


fully ſtrong and robuſt, even in death itſelf; ng _ 


© complexion' or conſtitution is ſpared ; but the 
* choleric are more particularly attacked by this 


© evil, of which the ,phyficia:s can neither find 


© the cauſe nor cure. The ſtronger the perſon is, 
* the ſooner he dies. Women are not ſeized by it, 
© nor the poor, neither does any one Catch it that 
© takes care of the ſick, or viſits them. Burt as this 
© diſeaſe was ſtrangely violent, ſo it was but of a 
© ſhort continuance ; for within a month it was 
over.“ oe”; 


So dreadful a judgment ſo obvious an inter- 
ference of the wrath of God, we ſhould naturally 
ſuppoſe would diſcourage ſuch perſecutions. But 
the ferocity of prejudice had then aroſe to a de- 
gree that could not be reſtrained by the admonitions 


of the Eternal himſelf. - The ſubterfuge ever re- 


ſorted to an ſimilar occaſions, —plo! s and treaſons— 
' furniſhed every gibbetin the kingdom with victims, 


That hiſtorians have not been more explicit with 
reſpect 
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reſpect to ſuch impoſitions, we need not be ſur» 
prized. From the temper of thoſe unhappy 
times, impartiality was not to be expected; and 
unfortunately, late hiſtorians have collected much 
of their materials from the very men who took an 

active part in the ſeenes they recorded. But hiſto- 
riacs ſhould remember, that was not an age of 
candour or liberality; and they ſhould receive 
wich caution political fabrications. Remote as the 
tunes are, and clouded as they were with igno- 
rance, by weighing circumſtances, probability, and 
me contradictory accounts of tranſactions, by co- 
temporary writers, even on the popular fide of 
the ſubject, and drawing proper inferences, 1 
am perſuaded a different hiſtory ot England might 
be produced from any yet publiſhed ; and though 
ts would be attended with much toil, application, 
and labour, I really think the ſale of ſuch a work 
would compenſate any gentleman of adequate 
abilities; for an impartial hiſtory of England is 
much wanted: And I venture now to predict, 

though 1 ſhall not live to read it, that a work of 
uch complexion will yet appear. 


I did intend entering more fully on thoſe plots, 
to prove that there was a Hlematical likeneſs in 
them all to prove that the Munſter plot of 1762 
was hatched by the ſame principles. T have chang- 
ed my mind, however, and will confine my ſelf 


to Shafteſbury's plot, (better known by Titus Oates's 


plot) which was ſet on foot in the year 1678, and 
oOccaſioned a moſt bloody perſecution of the un- 


i fortunate 
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fortunate Catholics, notwithſtanding their ſervices 
to the houſe of Stewart. This, like former con- 
ſpiracies, was apparently laid for the deſtrudtion of 
the Proteſtant religion, by the leading members 
of adminiflration ; but in reality for the extirpation 
of the Catholics. - I am happy it occurred in aa 
age, when a ray of philoſophy precludes a poſſibi- 
lity of miſtaking the authors. Here I recommend 
to my readers, to: conſult on this ſubject, all the 
enlightened proteſtant authors who have written 
on it, viz, Sir Roger L'Eſtrange, Mr. Echard, 

Mr. Salmon, Mr. Higgons, the continuator of 
Baker's Chronicle, Hume, Carte, and Biſhop Bur- 
net, who, in the firſt volume of the Hiſtory of his 
own Times, p. 230, ſays, I have given a full 
account of all errors during this time (of Oatcs's 
plot) with the more exactneſs, to warn poſterity 
from falling into the like exceſſes. And the 
'® ſhedding of ſo much blood upon ſuch doubtful 
evidence, was like to prove fatal to him, who 
drove all thoſe things on with the greateſt fury— 
I mean the Earl of Shaftſbury himſelf.” Hear 
alſo the continuator of Baker: That this plot 
© was a wicked forgery and impoſture, is, I be- 
lieve, little doubted at preſent by thinking unpre- 
zudiced men. And Hume very juſtly obſerves 
It were better for the credit of the Engliſh 
nation, to bury it in eternal oblivion; yet, it is 
in other reſpects, neceſſary to perpetuate the me- 
0 mory of it, as will to preſerve the truth of hiſ- 
I tor y as to warn, if poſſible, our poſterity, and 
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believed that he was murdered by the contrifance 
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all mankind never again to fall into ſo ſhameful 


and barbarous a deluſion.” 


The character of Oates and his aflociates 1 were 
ſo abominable, that L Eſtrange tells us, their ſouls 
* were ſcarce blacker after the perjury than they 
were before it.” Biſhop Burnet ſays Oates was once 

* preſented for petjury, and was diſmiſſed from his 
* chaplaincy in one of the king's ſhips, on account 
* of unnatural practices. He alſo ſays, he aſked 
© Oates, what were his reaſons for going over to the 
church of Rome? He anſwered him, God and 


his holy angels knew, that he bad never changed 


5 religion, but that he went over to them (the Ca- 
* tholics) on purpoſe to betray them.“ The Biſhop 
adds, which gave me ſuch a character of him, 
© that I could have no regard to any thing he ei- 
© ther faid or ſwore after that.“ The continuator 
of Baker ſays, though he had worn the habit 
of a Clergyman, he was a fellow of a molt. | in- 
famous life.” 


The plot being hatched by Shaftſbury, this 
wretch was engaged as an evidence. Sir Edmund- 
bury Godfrey, as a magiſtrate, took his exami- 


nations. Harris ſays, © few men lived on better 


© terms with the Papiſts; and Hume, he gave 
them little or no offence in taking Oates's depoſi- 
© tions.” However, this Godfrey was afterwards 
found murdered in a field near London, with his 
own {word ſticking in his body. Hume ſeems to have 


of 
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of Shaftſbury ; and he ſays, finding it impoſſible 
to account for the murder of Godfrey by the ma- 
chinations of the Papiſts, © ſome writers do not 
* ſcruple to affirm, that it was Shaftſbury and the 
heads of the popular party, who perpetrated the 
© deed, in order to throw the edium of it on Pa- 

piſts. 24 


» Great rewards were now __ or, to ſpeak 
in the language of Burnet, great bire 10 purchaſe 
witneſſes was tendered ; and all who were caſt, 
were offered their lives and rewards if they would 
accuſe innocent perſons. By torture, one Prance 
was led to give evidence, which he afterwards de- 
clared was falſe. Five Jeſuits were hanged toge- 
ther, to whom a pardon was ſent to the gallows, 
in which it was expreſſed, that * the King moſt 
© graciouſly, and out of his inclination to clemen- 
„cy, hath granted them their lives, which by 
_ © treaſon they had forfeited, upon condition they 
would acknowledge the conſpiracy, and lay open 
* what they knew thereof.” They all thanked his 
Majeſt y, but perſiſted in their innocence; by which 
they were ungualified for receiving an act of mercy, 
and were accordingly hanged and quartered. 
Mr. Lapghorn, a lawyer, was the next who ſuf- 
fered. At his trial, (ſays Hume) the popular 
rage mounted to fuch a pitch, thats his witneſſes, 
* approaching the court, were almoſt torn to 
« pieces by the rabble. A woman declared, unleſs 
© the court could afford her protection, ſhe durſt 
© not give evidence. But as the judges could go 
0 no 
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© no farther than promiſe to puniſh ſuch as ſhould 
* injure her, the priſoner had the humanity to wave 
© her teſtimony. When the verdict was given 
* apainit him, the audience expreſſed their ſavage 
© joy by loud acclamations.” At the place of ex- 
* ecution, this gentleman declared, * I have had 


not only a pardon, but alſo great advantages, as 


— 


to preferments and eſtates offered unto me, ſince 
© this judgment was againft me, in caſe I would 
© have forſaken my religion, and owned myſelf 

© ouilty of the crime charged againſt me, and 
charged the ſame crime upon others: But bleſſed 
© be my God, who by his grace hath preſerved 
* me from yielding to thoſe temptations, and 
* ſtrengthened me rather to chooſe this death, than 
to ſtain my ſoul with ſin, and to charge others 
« againſt truth, with crimes of which J do not 


* know that any perſon is guilty. 


We are hardly to be ſurpriſed at the FOR | 
prejudices when we read in Salmon's Review, 


Such was the general perſuaſion of the reality of 


© Oates's plot, and of a deſign 'formed by the 


_ Papiſts to maſſacre all ſuch Proteſtants as refuſed : 


to be reconciled to Rome, that almoſt any evi- 
* dence was ſufficient to convict a Catholic; and 
* nothing was thought a hardſhip on thoſe who 


were accuſed of the plot. The denying them 


* all opportunities of "making their defence, or of 
* ſummoning their witnefſes, was now held ex- 
5 * tremely equitable, and the people were almoſt 


© worked up into an opinion, that it was law- 


Co 
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© ful to knock any one on the head who was 
called a Papiſt, whilſt the infamous characters 
of Oates and ans were not ſuffered to be 
touched upon.” Aud Mr. Hume ſays * Oates 
had a penſion of 1200l. per annum ſettled on 
© him, with a guard for the preſervation of his 

perſon; and was by every one applauded and 
„called the Saviour of the nation; and the com- 
mons made Bedloe (whom in another place h& 
* ſays was more infamous, if pyſible, than Oates) 
a preſent of 520l. and particularly recommended 
* the care of his ſafety to the Duke of Monmouth.” 
It was even dangerous for a counſellor or a judge 
to crois queſtion. them on trials; for on Bedloe's 
confeſſing that he (wore falſely againſt two prieſts 
who had been hanged, Judge Wylde (according 
to Burnet) told him, * he was a perjured man, 
* and ought to come no more into court, but to go 
home and repent z this was paſled over as if it 
* was of no weight, and the Judge was turned out 
for his plain freedom.” The tame author ſays, 
that he himſelf ſpoke to the Earl of Shaftſbury 1 in 
favour of a Mr. Staley, whoſe life was falſely 
| ſworn away by thoſe profligate wretches; but the 
Earl could not bear the diſcourſe, and replied, * we 
* muſt ſupport the evidence; and all thoſe who un- 
dermined the credit of the witneſles were to be 
looked upon as public enemies.” 


For this plot about ſixteen Prieſts were hanged, 
"quartered, &c. with a number of laymen. The 
venerable Lord Stafford in the 68th year of his 

: N — age, 


a 
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age, died on Tower-hill for the ſame. Take the 


following account from Mr. Hume of his conduct 
in his laſt moments.—* On the {ſcaffold he conti- 
* nued with reiterated, and earneſt, aſſeverations 
© to make proteſtations of his innocence. He ſo- 
© lemnoly diſavowed all thoſe immoral principles, 
which over- zealous Proteſtants had aſcribed with- 
© ur diſtinction to the church of Rome; and he 
"hoped; he faid, that the time was now approach- 

ing when the preſent deluſion would be diſſipat- 


d ed; and that the force of truth, though late, 


would engage the world to make reparation to his 
* mjured honour,” Indeed, according to the ſame 


author, that time feemed already to have com- 


menced :—* For the populace who had exulted at 
© his trial and condemnation, were now melted into 
© tears at the hght of that tender fortitude which 
* ſhone forth in each feature, motion, and action, 
of this aged noble. Their profound filence was 
* interrupted only by ſighs and groans. With dif- 


© Fenty they found ſpeech to aſſent to thoſe pro- 


© teſtations of innocence which he frequently re- 
© peated —We believe you, my Lord God 
« bleſs you, my Lord !—Theſe expreſſions, with a 
« falteribg accent flowed from them. The execu- 
© toner himſelf was touched with ſympathy 3 3 twice 
© he lifted up the ax, with intent to ftrike the fatal 
© blow, and as often felt his reſolution to fail him. 
<A deep ſigh was heard to accompany his laſt ef- 
< fort, which Jaid Stafford for ever at reſt. The 


| * whole ſpe ctators ſeemed. to feel the blow. Pity, 


< remorſe 


- 
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© remorſe and aſtoniſhment, had taken. poſſeſſion of 


* every heart, and diſplayed itſelf in every counte- 
* nance.” 


Biſhop Burnet, ſpeaking, of the reward which 
was offered on this occaſion, to any one who would 
make further diſcoveries, very properly ſays, it 
was a new and indecent practice to offer fo much 

money to men that ſhould merit it by ſwearing z 
as it might be too great an encouragement to 
« perjury.” . He allo gives us to underſtand ſome 
books were publiſhed to reconcile the people to 
the denials of the Sufferers, written by eſtabliſned 

_ divines : theſe went to prove, that lying for a 
good cauſe was lawful in the church of Rome.” 

But he adds, that * the behaviour ard laſt words 
* of the priloners made impreſſions which no books 
could carry off; and he allo ſays that ſome of 
* his own church complained of theſe buoks as in- 

decent and inhunan, not! withſtanding that pre- 
judices were ſo ſtrong, that a peer, ſpeaking of the 
excluſion bill, faid, he would not have ſo much 
| as a Popiſh man or popiſh woman to remain at 
court; not ſo much as a popiſh dog or a popiſh 
* bitch; not {0 much as a popiſh cat to pur or mew 


about the king.” And what is more extraordinary, 
_ obſerves Mr. Hume, this ſpæecn met with praiſe 
and approbation. 


Now, Mr. Toler, I havs fo far proceeded on | 
the authorities of Proteſtant writers, on a tranſac- | 
thn ſimilar to the Munſter Plot, for which Mr. ; 

Shechy | 
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Sheehy and others ſuffered death. You muſt now 
give me leave to ſtate ſome facts, by way of paro- 
dy, which are in my own recollection, and well 
known to every gentleman of information, who 
lived in the county Tipperary at that period. 


The Roman Catholics, imprudently at ſuch a 
time, made great exertions at a conteſted election, 
in favour of a gentleman, whoſe mild principles 
conciliated their affections. This, perhaps, they 
were the more induced to, through reſentment to 
ſome intolerant gentlemen, who were in oppoſi- 
to their favourite, and avowed enemies to their pro- 
felon. Some time after an affidavit was made, 
by whom I know not, that four French officers had 
janded in the weſt of Ireland. Theſe four Pfficers, 
it was given out, came over here to raiſe a rebel- 
hon, and to get all the Proteſtants in the kingdom 
maſſacred. Atthis time, it became faſhionable for 
gentlemen, immediate] y in the ſcene deſigned for 
action, to take 1 in and annex to their eſtates, large 
tracts of land, which lay in commonage for time 
immemorial; perhaps this was done on the fame 
principle that the Lords Juſtices formerly acted. 
You need not be informed, Mr. Toler, that land 
ſituated near commonage, ſts deater on that ac- 
count; and the poor people who had taken ſuch 
land, on being deprived of the Deodands, which in- 
duced them to take it, naturally felt ſo glaring a vi- 
dlation of juſtice as a W and having had 
ſome nocturnal meet; 85, t bey levelled the ken ces; 


and. 


E 

and I highly applaud them for their ſpirit in ſo do- 
ing, and aſſure you, Mr. Toler, had I been in their 
ſituation, as legal redreſs was out of the queſtion, 
1 would have acted in the ſame manner they did: 
From proftrating thoſe fences they were called 
Levellers, and afterwards, from wearing their ſhirts 

| outſide their cloaths, to diſguiſe themſelves, they 
were called 7/hite-boys. And this was the whole 
of what furniſhed matter for the Munſter plot. and 
which, in my opinion, entitles it to a place under 
the head GREAT EVENTS from Little Cauſes. 


Reports at this time were induſtriouſly circulated, 
that * all the Papiſts in the kingdom had privately 
© agreed to riſe on a night prefixed, to maſſacre all 
the Proteſtants in the kingdom.” In order to ſup- 
port this idea, the houſes of the Proteſtants in 
Waterford, Kilkenny and other places were chalk- 
ed in the night, in order to alarm them, by letting - 
them ſee they were marked out as victims of aſſaſ- 
fination. The affidavit which was made, relative 
to the four French officers, and the report of the 
intended maſſacre, were, in the minds of the peo- 
ple, corroborated by this laſt circumſtance of mark- 
ing the Proteſtants' doors. Confidence was now 
deſtroyed between ſubject and ſubject, and general 


cConfuſion followed. The citizens of Dublin pre- 


| pared for the dreadful attack. On the evening 
preceding the fatal night, ſome citizens took a laſt 
farewel, as they thought, of their deareſt friends. 
Others flew to arms, and fat up the whole night, 

M os 
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expecting every inſtant the awful ſignal. Though 
diſappointed, ſtill the tools of the perſecuting 


party kept up the alarm by anonymous letters. 


One letter was ſent to the Mayor and Corporation 
of Limerick, *© threatening to make the ſtreets of 
© that city flow with Proteſtant blood.“ For the au- 
thor of this a reward of gol. was offered. Such 
a ſum ſoon diſcovered him; and he was found to 

2 one of the moſt zealous tools of the perſecutors ; 
and the incendiary was ſuffered to make his eſcape, 


on account of his connections. The terrors of the 


threatened maſſacre, however, did not ſubſide on 
the diſcovery of this miſcreant. Kilkenny and 


Waterford were in an uproar. In the latter place 


the Proteſtant inhabitants aſſembled frequently in 


the town houſe, completely armed; and fat up a 
| whole night. They 5'ſo entered into a reſolution, 


and publicly avowed jt, that upon the leaſt ſtir 
being made by any of the Papiſts, they would 
* ſally forth, and deſtroy them all by way of pre- 
vention.“ . 


Thus was every engine at work to raiſe ground- 
leſs fears in the minds of the people, for more than 
two years, when ſeveral gentlemen who lived 
in and about Clonmel were marked out for de- 
ſtruction, in the liſt of whom was the preſent Lord 


Dunboyne. Had his Lordſhip been hanged and 


quartered at that time, (I muſt obſerve en paſſant ) 


the church of England would have loſt a valuable 
member at the preſent day, and a young lady a 
moſt affectionate huſband, Amongſt ſome poor 


F 


wretches 
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wretches who were treated with for evidence, was 
A drivelling begging ideot. Though what they 
call a half-fool, he was much diſliked for ſome 
little thefts he had been guilty of. He was a 
foundling, and took his name from the bridge on 
which he had been left expoled. He grew up a 
beggar, ard Ioften gave him a charity. Perhaps, 
for want of education, his little reaſon took a wrong 
bent. However, as he had ſcarce a perfect aſſo- 
ciation of two ideas, his evidence could not be ad- 
mitted in any court of juſtice. But it was not 
his evidence that was wanted by the gentlemen 
who took notice of him, and who pretended he 
gave them very important information. The 
ſcheme was dark and deep layed, and unfolded the 
counterpart of Shaftſbury's plot. Both plots were 
coloured with murder—the one was fictitious but 
the other real. It appeared, Sir, on the trial of the 
unhappy prieſt, by the teſtimony of two friends to 
this Bridge, (perſons of good character, whoſe ve- 
racity was not queſtioned) that * a few days be- 
tore he diſappeared, he told them in confidence, 
he was going to quit the Kingdom, and took leave 
of them, requeſting they would keep his depar- 
ture ſecret.” Accordingly he diſappeared, and 
2 report of his murder, ſhortly after was propa- 
gated. The grand jury and high ſheriff of the | 
county Tipperary alſo, publiſhed an advertiſement, | 
ſetting forth, that whereas John Bridge was miſſ- 
ing, and ſuppoſed to be murdered ;' they did 
* thereby promiſe. a reward of gol. to any perſon 
Mhz * * who 


x 
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who ſhould diſcover, within twelve calendar 


* months, any perſon. or e concerned 1 in the, 
* ſaid act. þ 


I might ve on this occaſion, as Biſhop Bur- 
net obſerved before, that this was great hire 10 
purchaſe witneſſes ; and could not fail, at ſuch a 
time, to produce the deſired effect. The proſtra- 
tion of ditches was the only offence, the White- | 
boys were guilty of; and that was an offence which 
my active ſpirit and humanity would have led me 
to ſecond, had I been a private gentleman. * The 
very head and front of their offending had that ex- 
tent—no more.” Nor were the Catholics the only 


deſcription of perſons concerned therein; for we 


read in the London Gazette, * that perſons of dif- 


© ferent perſuaſions were concerned i in them; and 


© that not the leaſt mark of diſaffection to govern- 


ment appeared. in any claſs of theſe people.” 


The Rev. Mr. Nicholas Sheeby was the firſt 
marked out for deſtruction. Your predeceſſor, 


Mr. Toler, peace now to his manes! was very 
active againft him. For a conſiderable time Mr. 
Shechy was obliged to ſecrecy for the protection 


of his perſon. He well knew from the temper of 


his perſecutors, that certain death would have been 
his portion, were he to be tried at Clonmel. He, 
therefore, conſcious of his own innocence, eould 


not be deterred by the reward held out to thoſe 
who ſhould purchaſe it by ſwearing againſt him, 
Þut wrote to the Lord Lieutenant's ſecretary, of- 
« fering 
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*fering to deliver himſelf up, provided he might 
_ * rake his trial in Dublin, and not in Clonmel, where 
his enemies were fo powerful, they could do with 
him as they pleaſed.” The ſecretary pledged him- 
ſelf he ſhould be tried in Dublin; and Sheehy 
on that ſurrendered, ſtood his trial, and was ac- 
quitted. However, he was not hberated. A new 
charge was brought againſt him for the murder of 
Bridge, who was ſent out of the way, as I before 
related; and has been ſeen by many ſince in New- 
foundland. Mr. Sheehy now ſaw evidently that he 
was deceived by the ſecretary. He was ſatisfied to 
ſtand a trial any where but in Clonmel, near which 
he was pariſh prieſt ; for he well knew the influ- 
ence that would be exerted againſt him. How- | 
ever, thi ner he was tranſmitted, contrary to the 
:tary. He entered the town, ſur- 
emies, and their tenantry in arms. 
He was now at their mercy, and he conducted 
| himſelf with fortitude and compoture. To expoſe 
his perſon, the: made him travel on horſe- back, 
with his arms pinioned, and his feet chained under 
the horle's belly. In jail, he was double bolted, 
and treated in every reſpect with rigour. Here 1 
ſha}l now leave him for a while to treat of the cha- 
racters of thoſe on whoſe teſtimony he was con- 
_ victed. | 


I ſhall begin with the principal, John Toohy, 
who had been doudle bolted in the jail of Kilkenny, 


bor horſe ſtealing, about a month, when hearing of 
the 
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the reward for good ſwearers, and having little 
hopes of life, as there were home proofs againſt 
him, he ſaid he Knew a great deal relative to 
Sheehy. This ſoon reached the ears of Mr. Bag- 
well, Sir Fhomas Maud, and Lord Carrick, Who 
viſited him. He was fent to Dublin to proſecute 

Mr. Sheehy, and from thence to Clonmel, where 

ne was confined for a ſhort time, and then ſuffered 
to walk about the ſtreets, with a lock on one of 
his legs. In a few days after, this lock was taken 
off, and he got an elegant ſuit of new cloaths from 
head to foot, which were bought for him at a 
Mr. George Lloyd's in Weft-ſtreet. I remember 


the coat was a ſuperfine blue cloth, and the waiſt- 


coat and breeches black filk. His company was 
ſought after, and his 7:5 often repeated. In 
ſhort, he was for ſome time before the trial as much 
venerated by a party as ever Titus Oates was. In 
the courſe of the trial he was afked who gave him 
the new cloaths? He anſwered, bs uncle, who 
being in court, was examined, and denied it. I 
muſt do juſtice to his employers, to ſay they reli- 
giouſly kept their words with him, for he was ne- 
ver brought to any trial for the horſes he had ſtolen 
in the county Kilkenny, but ſuffered to go where 
he pleaſed after he performed the dirty work. He 
furvived Mr. Sheehy but a few years, and died 
of a leproſy which ſpread all over his body. Before 
he was afflicted with this diſorder, his good friends 
had the mortification to hear, (as thoſe of Oates 
and Bedloe had formerly) a Judge on the bench 
Mr. Prime Serjeant) pronounce him perjured, and 
| deſired 


EN 


deſired the jury to give no credit to his evidence. | 
In confequence of this laudable conduct of the 
Judge, Roger Shechy, who ſtood indicted for 
high treaſon, was acquitted. 


The next to be mentioned in order, was a com- 
mon proſtitute, Mary Dunlea, alias Brady, a wo- 

man of a moſt infamous character. She was kept 
in the barracks of Clonmel, for ſome time previ- 


8 ous to the trial; where ſhe was well attended. 


She got elegant cloaths, and her table was furniſh- 
ed from the firſt tavern in the town—the Spread- 
eagle, kept at that time by the widow Corbett. 
While in the barracks, one of the light horſe 
men of the name of Brady, took up with her. 
It was ſaid they were married ; at leaſt ſhe went 
by his name. After the trial ſhe took up with 
Toohy ; but the vengeance of God purſued her 
for the perjuries ſhe had been guilty of, and ſhe 
actually died in a ditch near Kilkenny. | 


The third evidence was a boy, who went by 
the name of Lonergan ; however, I believe his 
real name was Guynan, as he was reported to be 
the natural ſon, (by thoſe who knew him in 
Clogheen) of a poor man of the name, who lived 
there. This young vagabond, from the firſt open- 
ing of his intelle&ts ſeemed to be born for the 
gallows. He was a fit perſon, therefore, for the 
preſent occaſion. He was kept in the barracks 
with Mary Dunlea, and was genteely dreſſed up, 
preparatory to the trial. In ſome time after the 

trial, 
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trial, this abandoned wretch came to Dublin. He 
took up his quarters in a cellar in Barrack-ftreet, 


where the arm of the Lord ſmote him, and he 
was a maſs of ulcers, from the top of his head to 


the ſoals of his feet. Mr. Terence M Mahon, of 
Aungier-ftreet, apothecary, was employed to at- 
tend him. This gentleman has often declared hè 
never viſited ſuch a miſerable object in his life. 
He covered his body with plaifters, to no purpoſe; 
the wretch died, and Mr. M*Mahon received for 
his trouble. (1 won't ſay from whom) twenty gui- 
neas. As ſoon as he received it he took it to his 
wife, and told her he got it for attending . 
wretch whom God had viſited with a diſorder, the 
ke of which he had never met with in the courſe 
of his practice; and as he conſidered it a judgment 
for his falſely ſwearing away the life of Mr. 
Sheehy, he faid he was loath to put it up with his 
money. His wife was ſhocked, and exclaimed, 
© by no means pocket a halfpenny of it—lay it out 
© for ſome article of plate.” He accordingly went 
out, and bought two cups for the twenty guineas, 
which are at preſent in the poſſeſſion of his brother 
and ſucceſſor, Mr. M*Mahon of Aungier- ſtreet. 


Such were the perſons whoſe evidence commit- 
ted the ill-lated Shechy into the hands of an ex- 
ecurioner, whom eternal vengeance ſeems alſo to 
| have purſued, as he was ſtoned to death ſome time 
atter,. in the county Kilkenny. But, infamous as 
theſe witvefles were, they could not be more fo 


than 


/ 
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than Oates and Bedloe. You know well, Mr. 
Toler, that this is only a candid ſtatement of facts, 
and if in aught I exaggerate, it is in your power 
to contradict me. 


When the day of trial arrived, the town was 
as it were under martial law. Every avenue was 
guarded with Drogheda's light horſe, and to get 
in or out was attended with difficulty and danger. 
All Mr. Sheehy's friends, who could atteſt his in- 
nocence, were noted in the Black li, and accuſed of 
high treaſon. A Mr. Herbert (a Proteſtant) came 
to the aſſizes to give evidence in his behalf, but on 
Toohy's- information, he was accuſed of high 
treaſon, and fled; but was afterwards ſeized by 
William Bagnell, Eſq. and a party of light horle. 
Seeing the imminent danger he ſtood in, and being 
deſtitute of virtue or conſtancy, to ſave his own 
life he agreed 70 make diſcoveries. Thus were Mr. 


Sheehy's evidences intimidated, and thus was he 


deprived of the means of defending himſelf. 
Convinced of his ſate his humanity led him, like 
a ſecond Langhorn, to wave the reſtimony- of 
many of his pariſhioners, whoſe evidence, how- 
ever plain, he foreſaw could anſwer no other end 


than to expoſe them to the malice of his perſecu- 
tors. His mind was prepared for the awful verdict, 


which excited the huzzas of ſome in the court, and 
the tears of others; and he afterwards declared, 
ſuch was his reſignation, that his principe«l uneaſineſs 
at the moment was, leſt the noiſe and confuſion 


the verdi&t occaſioned, might furniſh an oppor- 


tunity for falling on the people, under a pretence 
| $1 — 


_ 
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that a reſcue was attempted. Nor were his fears 
viſionary, for the military were abſolutely encou- 


raged to outrage, inſomuch that it was perilous to 
go near the court. 


After Mr. Sheehy was convicted, and received 
ſentence of death, a cruel impoſition was ſucceſsfully 
played on him. A wretch went to confeſſion to 
him, bribed no doubt for the purpoſe, and confeſſed 

he was the perſon who murdered Bridge. This ap- 
pears from Mr. Sheehy's letter to John Sirr, Eſq. 
written the day before he ſuffered —+ To-morrow 
© (he ſaid) I am to be executed, thanks be to the 
« Almighty God, with whom J hope to be for ever- 
© more. I would not change my lot with the high- 
* eſt now in this kingdom. I die innocent of the 
facts for which Iam ſentenced. The Lord have 
© mercy on my ſoul.” And again— I am now to 
 * appear before the divine tribunal, and declare 
© that I never have ſpoke to, or ſeen, my proſecu- 
© tors, before I ſaw them in the court of King's 
bench laft February.“ In this letter he alſo men- 
tioned, that he was informed, butin ſuch a manner 
as he could not reveal it, that Bridge was ſtrangled; 
but that the accuſers and the acculed were equally 
ignorant of the fact. Here, as I before obſerved, _ 
he muſt have been impoſed on after his trial ; for 
he produced witneſſes to prove that Bridge was not 


murdered. This 1s no new method of entrapping 
credulous den 


To the laſt Mr. Sheeby perſiſted in his inno- 
cence. It was owing, probably, to your humani- 
ty, Sir, that he hung till he was dead. However, 


he 
* 
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he might have ſaved his life had he made diſcoveries. 
But life, under ſuch conditions, was no temptation. 
And I cannot but remark to you, Mr. Toler, that 
it was very abſurd to ſuppoſe Mr. Sheehy would 
carry a dead body in a ſack, before him on his 
_ horſe, through the county Tipperary. The rale 
carried falſehood on its face. And as it was ſworn 
he was ſo publicly buried, why was not his body 
found after being carefully ſought for every where 
it was ſaid to be depoſited? You may ſay, how 
could one body, in a ftate of putrefaction or decay, 
be diſcovered from another? I anſwer, nothing 
was more eaſy than to diſtinguiſh his body. The 
circumſtance of his cloven ſkull was ſufficient to 
particularize him amongſt a thouſand. 


Out of all thoſe who were ſo active in ſpilling 
his blood, is there an individual living this day, 
Mr Toler? Will you account me ſuperſtitious tor 
ſaying that this might be a judgment of God ? 
The judge who tried him, inſtructed his proſecu- 
tors, and connected their zig-zag evidence. That 
judge is now no more. Sir Thomas Maud was the 


man who impanelled the jury, (who ever ſince were 


proverbially partial) need] tell you of the manner 

of his death that his eyes dropped out of their 
ſockets—that he died with execrations in his mouth 
- that the ſtench in his room was inſupportable? 
Need I tell you the fate oß William Bagnell— 
John Bagwell, Lord Carrick, &c.? Need I point 
out the many who fell victims to the Herodian diſ- 
| temper; . 


„ 
temper? Recolle&, Mr. Toler, the names of the 
petit jurors and the manner of their deaths. Jo- 
nathon Willington, of Caſtlewillington, was one 
of them; as well as I can recollect he was a par- 
ticular acquaintance of yours; do you remember 
he dropt dead in a neceſſary? Sandy Hoops was 
another; he was drowned in a ford, over which 
his ſervant paſſed with eaſe ; Robert Going died 
| ſuddenly; Edward Dawſon was killed by his horſe; 
an aſſiſtant in the cavalry, I forget his name, was 
thrown by his horſe, and dragged dead into the 
town of Nenagh, with his leg faſtened in the 
ſtirrup—a ſpectacle of horror. In ſhort, Mr. 
Toler, all the jury are dead; and what is more 
extraordinary, they all got ſudden deaths. 


A little after Mr. Sheehy's execution, a ſpecial 
commiſſion was iſſued for the trial of others who- 
had been apprehended. At this commiſſion, 
Meſſrs. Edmond Sheehy, James Buxton and John 
Farrel, were convicted. To dwell on the trial, or 
point out abſurdities and inconſiſtencies, is unne- 
ceſſary. All, I believe, that is neceſſary ſor me to 
obſerve, is, that after their execution. one of the 
proſecutors, of the name of Beere, publicly decla- 
red, that they were unjuſtly executed, and that 

nothing but the moſt imminent danger his own 
© life was in, from the threatened oaths of falſe 
© witneſſes, could have prevailed on him to become 
* an evidence.” This man, and Mr. Herbert, who 


was induced alſo to appear againſt them, from the 
| fame 


— 
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ſame motives, died in ſome time afterwards, of 
the diſeaſe they call a broken heart. 


As all thoſe who ſuffered for Oates's plot, died 
proteſting their innocence, ſo did thoſe alſo who 
were executed for the Munſter plat. It is unneceſ- 
ſary I know to inſert for your peruſal, their dy- 
ing declarations; you witneſſed their lait appeals 
fo the tribunal of the eternal God, that they 
were perfectly innocent of all the crimes laid to 
their charge——yau witneſſed them, I fay, Mr. 
Toler, at the awful hour of their death. Howe- - 
ver, as this letter will fall into other hanas, and 
that it is neceſſary to perpetuate the memory of. 
© the tranſaction as a warning to poſterity never to 
fall into ſo barbarous a dehiſton,' I ſhall give the 
ſpeeches of Mr. Buxton and Mr. Farrell at large, 
particularly as they ſet the conduct of their perſe- 
cutors in a light exactly ſimilar to that of Shaftſbury 
and his brethren in iniquit. 


— — 22 — * 


Die true, laſt, and Genuine Declaration of Mr. James 
Buxton, of Killcoran, in the county of Tipperary, 
who was executed for the murder of John Bridge, 
on Saturday the third of May, 1766. 


<© WHEREAS I, the ſaid James Buxton, on my 
trial being arraigned, for aiding and aſſiſting, at 


many very flagrant crimes, contrary to his Majeſty's 
| law 


* 
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la and dignity, ſince the firſt riſe of the White- | 


boys. 


 * xft, As to the murder of John Bridge, I ſo- 
lemnly declare, in the preſence of God, before 
whoſe holy tribunal I expect ſhortly to appear, that 
I neither conſulted or adviſed, aided or abetted, 
or had the leaſt knowledge of any thing, relative 
to the killing of the ſaid John Bridge, nor did = 


proſecutor John Toohy. | 


By virtue of the aforeſaid declaration, ſince I 
was born he never ſerved me an hour; neither did 
lever, to the beſt of my knowledge, lay my eyes 


on him, but one night on the 18th of September 


Faſt, that night he lay at my houſe, and went by the 
name of Laurence O'Brien, but next morning he 
was purſued by one William O'Brien, from Clonmel, 
whom he had robbed of ſome cloaths, two days 
before, and was taken in Clogheen, for the ſame, 
when {aid O'Brien's cloaths, and other things, were 
found upon him, for which he was committed to 


Jail, where he turned approver ; as to every other 


thing, that Michael Guinan, and the ſaid John 


| Tooky (wore againſt me, I further ſolemnly, in the 


preſence of my great God, declare, that I neither 
did any thing, or was at any meeting, or levelling, 


_ that they ſwore againſt me, but at Drumlemon, 


and, upon the word of a dying man, neither of 
the ſaid two perſons were there; neither was any 
man, to the beſt of my belief, that has either been 
zaken up, or executed, any way concerned in the 

murder 
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murder of John Bridge, or any of the proſecutors 


that have yet appeared; though Thomas Beere 


(God forgive him) has ſwore that he and J were 
within two yards of John Bridge when he was mur- 
dered by Edward * uy a ſtroke of a bill- 
WOE. .- 0 


© 2dly. lagain ſolemnly proteſt and declare, before 
my great God, that 1 never heard or learned of a 
rebellion intended in this Kingdom, or ever heard, 
or ſeen any French officers, or French money, com- 
ing into it, or of merchants that ever ſupplied, or 
intended to ſupply ſuch money ; or that any alle- 
glance was ſworn, or intended to be (worn, to any 
prince whatſoever in this kingdom, but to hispre- 
ſent Majeſty King George. And further, Ideclare 
on my dying words, that ! never knew, found out, 
diſcovered, or even imagined, that any maſſacre 
whatſoever, was intended againſt any perſon or per- 
ſons in this kingdom : and I declare in the ſame 
words, and before the great God, that I poſitively 
believe, that if any of the foregoing treacherous 
conſpiracies were to have been carried on, that 1 
muſt have learned, or heard lomething of them. 


gdly. That laſt Lent aſſizes at Kilkenny, where 
I ſtood indicted and arraigned for the battle of 


Newmarket, the Rev. John Hewſon, and the 
Rev. Lawrence Brodrick, attacked me for fix hours 
and more, ſetting forth, that whatever little chance 


I had for my life here, I had not any at Clonmel 


that they would write to Lord Carrick immediately, 


1. 


| 
J 
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ny cammirted, and by whom, to report it inſtantly, 


66 


to procure my pardon, if I would turn approver, 


md {wear the foregoing rebellion, treacherous con- 


ſpiracy, and maſlacre, againſt the principal popiſh 
clergy and gentlemen of my country, whofe names 
they had in a long picce of paper ; but particularly | 
wanted me m ſwear againft Squire Wite, Phill 
Long, Dominick Farrell, Martin Murphy, Dr. 
Creagh, and Nicholas Lee; and that 1 ſhould allo 
Wear the prieſt, Nicholas Sheehy, died with a lie 
in his mouth : likewiſe that I was at the battle of 
Newmarket, and received a letter from one Edmond 


Tobin to be at ſaid battle, in order to corroborate 


the informer, Toohy's oath, and the oaths of three 
of the light-horſe men, who iwore they fy me 
there, one of whom in particular ſwore hie broke 
his firelock on my head. Now as [ exyect ſalvation, 
J neither received a meſſage, or letter, heard i 
found ont, that this battie of Newmark et ever had 
been, until advertiſed: and J further declare be- 
fore my great God, that I never was nearer the 
place they call Newraarket, than the tarnpilr 

road that leads from Dublin to Cork, for 1 never 


Was two yards eaſtward of that road: and as tc: 


tc conſtitutional ſchemes of the White-boys, us 
far as ever J found them our in the parith of Tu- 
brid, Where I lived, 1 moſt (olemnly declare before 


God, that nothing was meant more, than the de- 


tecting of thieves, rogues, and robbers, which 
ſa id pariſh was of late remarkable for, that the pa- 
riſhioners joined wherever they met any ſuch rogue- 


Dot 
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not to deal in tythe, with any but the dean or mi- 
niſter, and that the tythe was of his or their im- 
mediate living: as to levelling, I never found out 
any ſuch thing committed in the ſaid pariſh of con- 
ſequence, but one ditch belonging to John Griffith; 
nor was J privy to any wall or ditch that ever was 
levelled by White Boys, in the county of Tippe- 
rary, or any other county. I alſo declare that I 
never approved of the proceedings of levellers, and 
that my conſtant admonition to every perſon whom 
I thought concerned in ſuch vile practices, was to 
deſiſt, that the innocent would ſuffer. for the guilty 
at laſt, Given under my. hand this 2d day of 
May, 1766. 


| James Bunt | 


ED MOND SHEEHY. 
Janes FARRELL. | | 


N. B. This ſpeech was delivered in the hand- 
writing of Buxton, and un by the other two 
criminals. 


— ͤ äÜdä̃— Ü— — ä —— 


The Declaration of Mr. James Farrell, delivered at 
the Place of Execution to Mr. Butler, Sub-fberiff 
of the County of Tipperary ; which was in his band- 
writing, and witneſſed by the to other criminals. 


As I am ſhortly to appear before the great 
God, where I expect, through the paſſion of our 
Redeemer, to be forgiven the many.crimes and of- 

| 4 EIT. 
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ſences, which di have committed againſt ſo great, 
and juſt a God—1 now fincerely forgive the world 


in general, and, in particular, thoſe that have been 
the means of wrongfully ſpilling my blood. 


Iiſt. The Sime which Lam to die for, is the mur- 
der of John Bridge. | The n W at 
Kilcaroon. . 


4 ly. The burning of Joſeph Teniſon's corn, 
John Feariſe's turf, and all other things that belong- 
ed to White Boys. 


gdly. The battle of Newmarket, for which l 
ſtood trial in Kilkenny. Of theſe crimes with which 
Jam impeached, I declare 20 the great tribunal, 
am as innocent as the child unborn, in either 
counſelling, aiding, aſſiſting, or the knowledge 
thereof. : 


© I therefore think it conſcionable to declare what 
the following gentlemen wanted me to do, in or- 
der to ſpill innocent blood (which was not in the 
power of any one) who are as follow, viz the 
Rev. John Hewſon, John Bagwell, Matthew Bun- 
bury, Mr. Towler, William Bagnell, Edmond 
Bagnell, and ſome of the light officers, who came 
along with me the day I was condemned from the 
court-houſe to goal, where they carried me into a 
room, and told me it was in my power to ſave my 
life : I aſked them how? they anſwered that by 
ſwearing againſt the following perſons, I would get 
my pardon, viz. Martin Murphy, Philip Long, both 
of Watriore, and ſome other mer chants from 
| Cork, 
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Cork, Biſhop Creagh, and Lord Dunboyne's bro. 
ther, and many other clergy men; alſo James Nea- 


gle, Robert Keating, John Purcell, Thomas Dogh- 
erty, Thomas Long, John Baldwin, Thomas Butler 
of Grainge, Nicholas Lee, with others the gentle- 
men of the county, and reſponſible farmers, to have 
encouraged French officers to inliſt men for the 
French ſervice, toraiſe a rebellion in this kingdom, 
and to diſtribute French money. Andin caſe they 
ſhould get a, perſon to do all theſe things, it would 

not do, without ſwearing to the murder of John 
Bridge, to agree with the reſt of the informers, and 
10 ſtrengthen their evidence. „ 


Athly. 1 ſolemnly dedlare to viediviae Maj 4 
J was never preſent at the levelling of a ditch or 


wall in my life, nor was I at a meeting of * kind 


held by White Boys. 


« 5thly. 1 likewiſe declare, 1 had neither band o or 
part, in bringing James Herbert from the county 
of Limerick; and alſo declare, to the beſt of my 
knowledge, he ſwore not one word of truth, and 
in particular, what he ſwore againſt me, was un- 
doubtedly falſe. The great God bleſs all my, pro- 
ſecutors, and all other perſons, that had a hand 
in ſpilling my innocent blood, which the divine 
tribunal knows to be fo. Given under my hand 
this goth day of April, 1766. | 

_ James FARRELL, 


Preſent, 
James Bux rox, 
Ep MOND SHEEMY. 


Now, 


R 
. 
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Now, Mr. Toler, let me aſk you which am I 
to pay moſt attention to, the declarations of men, 
in the moment of diſſolution, who ever ſupported 
unſullied reputations, or the oaths of a capital of- 
fender—a common proſtitute—a notorious vaga- 
bond—hired and rewarded for the purpoſe ? As 
to Herbert and Beere, their own lives depended on 
| their evidence; for Toohy declared he would 
proſecute them if they did not join him. And a 
fellow of the name of Broderick declared openly, 
and I believe in your preſence, when going from 
Clonmel jail to tranſportation, © that two reverend 
' * gentlemen, whoſe names begin and end with the 
letters D—8 and ME, had tampered with ſe- 
*.veral of his fellow priſoners, and particularly 
with him (who had been always a Proteſtant) to 
make them ſwear this plot againſt ſeveral inno- 
* cent people,” On the publication of this decla- 
ration, the reverend, venerable, and holy gentlemen, 
alluded to, inſerted! an advertiſement in all the 
Dublin papers, ſolemnly affirming, that they did 
© not know the perſon of that infamous convict 
* Broderick; that they never held converſation with 
bim for that baſe purpoſe; and that he did not 
© profeſs the Proteſtant religion while in jail.” You 
ſee here, Sir, a palpgble contradiction ; they aſſert- 
ed they did no! know even his perſon; yet they did 
know he was not a Proteſtant, though he profeſſed 
himſelf one. Such a defence criminated them more 
than Broderick 8 declaration. | 


Gracious. 


E 
Gracious God ! to what little artifices did the 
'enemies of the unfortunate Catholics deſcend, to 
render them odious in the eyes of their Proteſtant 


brethren ! During the trials of thoſe unhappy men 


who ſuffered in Clogheen, anonymous letters were 


| diſperſing about, as if written by Papiſts, threat- . 


ening vengeance and blood. Amongſt many 
others, one was ſent to John Bagwell, Eſq. which 
he produced in court, after a preface that inſpired 


his auditors with horror, and ſteeled their hearts 


againſt the emotions of pity or humanity. The 
following is a verbatim copy of. it, which mult be 


read with different ſentiments from what it origi- 


nally occaſioned :— 3; 
To Joan BAaGWELL, Eſq. 


© YOU parcell of heretick dogs, who have ta- 
ken away Chriſtian innocent lives, for which-we 
will take an hundred for every one you take; you 
took the head off our Biſhop, who was to be Pri- 
mate of all Ireland: but we have one elected in 
his place, and will Soon releaſe their heads with 
ſome of yours, 1 


I remain your enemy, 
Sbivane Meſcula.” 


Can credulity itſelf ſuppoſe a Roman Catholic 
could write ſuch a letter, though he were as igno- 


rant as an African ſlave? The idea is too abſurd | 


for a moment's conſideration. Nor does it redound 
| | to 


1 
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to the credit of his memory, who pretended to feel | 
_ trepidation on peruſing it. The cloven-foot was co- 
vered by a tinſel glare that flies from common 
reaſon ; and we now read it as a pitiful attempt 
of a pitiful incendiary, to add ſuel to a flame which 
had been already blazing but too powerful for the 
human underſtanding. | 


With reſpect to the characters of the ſufferers, 
you know Mr. Toler, they were irreproachable. 
Even their greateft enemics have been obliged to 
confeſs that © until this unfertunate affair, they 
were highly reſpectable, as they lived in afflu- 
4 ence and with reputation, aſſociated with the 
* gentlemen of their neighbourhood, with whom 
they lived in the higheſt hoſpitality, frequently 
receiving and returning viſits. Their influence 
(it was added at the fame time) mutt have been 
© conſiderable, - otherwiſe they could not have 
brought aſter them, and enliſted the number of 
people they did, who were regularly trained and 
+ exerciſed in the military way, with arms, by 
© their own officers.” But in the lapſe of ſo many 
years as have intervened fince that period, what 
| circumſtance has occurred that can invalidate an 
iota of their dying declarations, or corroborate 
one ſentence of the evidence adduced againſt them? 
f ſuch numbers of people were inliſted for the 
French king to maſſacre the Proteſtants of Ireland, 
amongſt them all could not an individual be found, 
to deſert ſuch an infamous cauſe, but the loweſt 
. of the ſpecies? Is human nature ſo bad—fo 

confiſtent 


[3 


conſiſtent i in iniquity ? Or, if led by principle to th) 
horrid deed, was their integrity ſo obſtinate that 
great rewards could not ſhake it? In July 1767, 
previous to the trial of thoſe who remained in cuſ- 
tody for this treaſon, notice was given in the pub- 
lic news-papers, that the ſum of THREE HUN- 
* DRED POUNDS (the reward offered for proſe- 
ecuting thoſe who had ſuffered) HAD BEEN DULY 
* pald.' In ſucha multitude, could not one be 
found, had the plot any baſis, to be tempted by 
this invitation? Amongſt the twelve apoſtles, 
there was one who hailed, kiſſed, and betrayed 
the God of heaven and earth for birty pieces of 
fitver, and can it be ſuppoſed that if there were 
ſo many traitors and rebels, three hundred pieces of 
gold, would not have brought hundreds to repen- 
tance? Not an individual came to aſſiſt the har- 
dened Toohy, and all the priſoners were acquitted, 


to the very great mortification of their perſecu- | 
tors. 


have the misfortune at preſent to be in a very 
bad ſtate of health, and little able to wade through 

an abundance of materials. However, though it is 

intended, as I am well informed, to proſecute me, 

ſhould there be a 40% for a proſecution 70 hang on, 
I am reſolved, with God's aſſiſtance, to publiſh a 
ſecond edition of this letter to you, with great ad- 
ditions, ſhould my health be reinſtated. For the 
principles contained in thoſe Tracts, [can ſuffer with 4 
* compoſure pol cannot poſſibly exiſt long, for! 
have 
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a 8 been en of the means of exiſtence ; 
EY FE and perſonal i injury, Which is all 1 have to dread | 
from.this, may fave me—l tremble to mention it 
—from an act of a e ee e 


1 hav the conſolation-to think, ſhould 1 be per- 
ſecued for the freedom with which I have deli- 
vered my ſentiments, that the grave will be my 
Certain and. ſpeedy. aſylum, Beſides, perſecution 

: ie inſure an extenſive circulation to the work, 
8 5 31 & akte am dead, occaſion it to be ſought 
5 : 23 eee avidity. At is impoſſible to 
5 recal 4 ir and-all I ſhall ſay of it is, that as J ad- 
bered, to the beſt of my judgment, to truth and 
juſtice," 1 feel myſelf abr to 28 conſequens 


can attend it. 
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